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“IT’S MY SHOUT” AWARDS NIGHT A SUCCESS 



These students and staff from Bridgend College made a film that was premiered at the 10th anniversary of ( It’s my Shout’, an 
event supported by First Minister and Bridgend AM, Carwyn Jones and staged at the Wales Millennium Centre. 

(Photograph by Natasha Hirst). SEE A FULL REPORT ON PAGE 4. 



www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

*** 

W 

Congratulations • 

FUN FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 
Recently accredited 
The Wales PPA Quality 
Assurance Award! 
Reasons to celebrate ... 

• ‘Educare’ that is child-centred, 
adventurous and exciting for all! 

• All our staff have the relevant childcare 
qualifications and have completed the 
necessary Criminal Record Bureau 
Inspections 

• School - run Service, which may include 
us dropping off and/or collecting from 
the local area. 

• Exclusive parking for dropping off 
and collecting your children. 

• Equipment includes Deluxe Role play 
unit and Interactive White Board, 
vegetable and herb garden. 

• Fresh meals prepared daily A 
by Sue, the nursery cook. 

• A personal service - 
managed by two local 
primary teachers with 
excellent links to local 
schools. CCTV operated 
in all rooms. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Vale Forge, North Road, Cowbridge CF71 7DF 

Tel. 01446 771117 
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RESCUE BIKE 
STOLEN FROM 
LIFEGUARDS 


PORTHCAWL lifeguards, 
who have rescued six people 
and helped another 17 who 
were in difficulties at Rest Bay 
during the summer, have been 
targeted by callous thieves 
who stole a rescue vehicle. 

The thieves broke into the lifeguard 
station at Rest Bay in Porthcawl at 
7.13pm on Tuesday, October 30, by 
forcing open a shutter door. 

They also smashed outside lights to 
hide what they were doing and, 
although an alarm was triggered, they 
took the charity's quad bike - a red 
Honda TRX 500 FE quad bike, regis¬ 
tration CU09 AWJ, which is worth 
more than £8,000. 

Club captain Chris Page said: “The 
thieves must have manhandled the 
ATV to remove it from the building, as 
they didn’t have access to the keys. 
This incident has had a huge impact on 
our operations, and could potentially 
endanger lives on Rest Bay. 

“Although we don’t officially patrol 
the beach during the winter months, 
we do provide water safety event 
cover for a number of surfing compe¬ 
titions - and the next is in just a few 
weeks time. 

“This has put our ability to provide 


safety cover in jeopardy. The ATV is 
used to launch our surf rescue boat and 
also as a patrol and response vehicle.” 

He continued: “During the summer, 
lifeguards at Rest Bay dealt with 93 
first aid incidents. In many of these, 
the ATV was used to respond to inci¬ 
dents across the whole of Rest Bay. 

“One example was when lifeguards 
received reports of an elderly gentle¬ 
man who had collapsed on the board¬ 
walk. 

“Our lifeguards responded quickly 
using the ATV and provided initial 
casualty care. The man was later flown 
to hospital by air ambulance. 

“If the quad bike is not recovered, 
we need to raise significant funds to 
ensure we can still provide a first class 
lifeguard service to the users of Rest 
Bay. 

“It will also mean that our junior 
members cannot train, as we will be 
unable to launch the safety boat for 
training sessions.” 

Club chairman and local PC, Chris 
Bluck, said: “It is extremely disap¬ 
pointing that thieves would target 
equipment used to patrol the beach 
and save lives. The lifeguard club is a 
charity, run and funded through grants 
and voluntary donations.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 13) 


DEATH IN 
MAESTEG 


A YOUNG man has been found dead in 
Maesteg. 

A police spokeswoman stated that officers had 
responded to a report of a missing 18-year-old 
man from Maesteg on the evening of Thursday, 
November 1. 

She said: “Officers conducted an extensive 
search for the man but, sadly, his body was found 
in a wooded area near his home on the morning 
of Friday, November 2.” 

The spokeswoman added that the death was 
not being treated as suspicious, and next of kin 
and HM Coroner had been informed. 


Remembrance 
Day parade 


BRIDGEND town 
will mark 

Remembrance Day 
in traditional fash¬ 
ion, with a parade, 
followed by a serv¬ 
ice at the Cenotaph 
in Dunraven Place. 

The service will, of 
course, include the 
two-minute silence at 
11am, followed by the 
Last Post. 

The route will start 
at the Angel Street 
traffic lights and make 
its way across the 
bridge to the Rhiw Car 
park. 

It will turn left into 
Queen Street, and halt 


in Wyndham Street. 

The service will take 
place at the Cenotaph, 
and at the conclusion, 
the marchers will 
parade along 
Wyndham Street, 
before turning left into 
Adore Street, and then 
left again into Market 
Street, marching past 
the Cenotaph and on 
along Queen Street. 

The parade will turn 
right across the bridge, 
and then will stand 
down outside the Civic 
Offices in Angel Street. 
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‘Why should party 
label decide who 
is to be Police 
Commissioner? 


N OT being in 
possession of 
any online or 
similar contact 
when I received my 
polling card and 
booklet for the 
forthcoming Police 
Commissioner elec¬ 
tion, I wondered 
how I could find 
out who was taking 
part. 

I contacted the 
police station, who 
informed me that 
there are four 
prospective candi¬ 
dates. 


What has disturbed 
me, however, is that 
the names I was given 
had a political party 
membership attached. 

Now, in my mind, I 
cannot see why it 
would decide the best 
person if they had a 
political affiliation 
attached to them? 

I do not think that 
a political party 
should decide who is 
the best person. 

This is one appoint¬ 
ment that should not 
involve politics! It 
should be as open as 
possible. 

DE Coombes Herridge 


WHO ARE THE 
CANDIDATES? 


The Lions say 
‘thank you’ for 
beach clean-up 


P ORTHCAWL 
Lions would 
like to thank 
all those caring res¬ 
idents who helped 
with the recent 
beach clean-ups. 

The club has been 
organising regular clean¬ 
ups for the last few 
years, but the severe 
autumn weather meant 
that the litter was the 
worst ever. 

However, thanks to 
the volunteers and the 
co-operation of different 
organisations, many bags 
of rubbish were collect¬ 
ed and disposed of and 
the foreshore now looks 
a lot better. 

The work is ongoing, 
though, and the club will 
be asking for help for 
further clean-ups in the 
spring. 


Meanwhile, 

Porthcawl Lions contin¬ 
ue to be busy within the 
community and there is 
a giant book sale in All 
Saint’s Church on 
November 16-17 
between 10am and 4pm. 
Entrance is free and hard 
cover books are three for 
the price of two. 

There is also Santa’s 
grotto every Saturday 
from December 1 in the 
Y Centre, John Street 
and the Boxing Day fun 
run, starting and finish¬ 
ing at the Hi-Tide. 

The club thanks 
everyone for their past 
support and looks for¬ 
ward to it continuing in 
the new year. 

John Cosson 

(for Porthcawl Lions). 


AM’s welcome 
for work that 
will keep lorries 
out of Kenfig 


Having recently 
received my poll 
card for the forth¬ 
coming election for 
South Wales Police 
Commissioner, due 
to take place on 
November 15,1 had 
to stop and ask 
myself - ‘Who are 
the candidates?’ 

I have seen nothing 
in the press, and no 
leaflets have been 
pushed through the 
door. Who are these 
people, and what do 
they stand for? 

No doubt all will be 


S a regular 
reader of 
The GEM, I 
was delighted to 
read the article 
*Pastor’s book car¬ 
ries message of 
hope ’ by Tim 
Chapman (October 
25), and delighted 
also that you chose 
to print it with a 
truly eye-catching 
title. 

In these times, it 
would seem all hope is 
lost, particularly among 
many young men and 


revealed in time, albeit 
a very short time! 

Perhaps I will turn 
up to vote and find 
Batman and Robin 
waiting for me at the 
polling station? 

I will be voting, but a 
little more information 
would help. 

(Name and address 
supplied) 

EDITOR’S NOTE : 

Do readers have a 
comment on the way 
this importqnt election 
has been handled? 
Turn to page 14 and 
then write to us at the 
address below. 


women walking our 
streets, looking for 
something to turn their 
lives around. 

Being a Christian 
myself, I understand the 
miracle that has taken 
place here. 

I was also very inter¬ 
ested in the article on 
the Logos Hope ship 
(The GEM, October 25) 
as my two sisters work¬ 
ing as missionaries in 
Colombia began their 
mission on this very 
ship. 

Elizabeth Keith-Gillon 
Pencoed 


SHADOW Welsh 
Transport minister 
Byron Davies has 
welcomed news 
that a new route 
for heavy lorries 
visiting Kenfig 
Industrial estate 
has opened this 
week. 

Mr Davies was one of 
those w5ho backed resi¬ 
dents of North Cornelly 
in their fight to get the 
lorries re-routed away 
from their village. 

He said: “The snag 
was that a low railway 
bridge prevented the lor¬ 
ries coming off the M4 
at Margam. 

“Instead, they had to 
come off at Pyle and 
then travel via North 
Cornelly to reach the 
industrial estate. 

“Residents were hav¬ 
ing to put up with 
dozens of lorries every 
day travelling through 
the community, posing a 
risk to children and 
pedestrians, as well as 
creating pollution and 


noise problems.” 

Now, work has been 
done by Neath Port 
Talbot Council to lower 
the road underneath Ty 
Du railway bridge by 
1.2 metres at a cost of 
£850,000, which gives 
the lorries enough head- 
room to get through. 

The work was funded 
by a Regional Transport 
Plan programme. 

“This is good news 
all around,” added Mr 
Davies, who is a Welsh 
Conservative regional 
AM for South Wales 
West. 

“This work will help 
promote Kenfig 
Industrial Estate to draw 
in new businesses and 
create jobs. 

“That bridge must 
have deterred potential 
employers from locating 
there because of the 
long diversion that lor¬ 
ries had to take. 

“Now, they can come 
straight off the motor¬ 
way. It’s a win-win situ¬ 
ation.” 


Fresh Start launches business club 


GEM article ‘carries 
message of hope’ 



FRESH START WALES is 
appealing for businesses in 
Bridgend to be part of its new 
initiative to spread the mes¬ 
sage about the dangers that 
smoking in cars poses to chil¬ 
dren. 

The Fresh Start Wales Business 
Club aims to improve the health 
and wellbeing of employees - and 
their families - by raising aware¬ 
ness. 

With no charge to join, the 
business club offers employers a 


digital toolkit to easily share the 
message of this important health 
campaign to staff. 

Being part of the club will 
enhance the CSR credentials of 
members and demonstrate a com¬ 
mitment to the health and wellbe¬ 
ing of their workforce by being 
endorsed by the Welsh 
Government through Fresh Start 
Wales. 

Creative agency Golley Slater, 
which is supporting the cam¬ 
paign, has piloted the scheme 
throughout its company, which 
includes a 70-seat call centre. 


Matt Appleby, managing direc¬ 
tor of Golley Slater PR in Wales, 
said: “The Fresh Start Wales cam¬ 
paign is all about raising aware¬ 
ness of the dangers of the toxins 
within second-hand smoke which 
can have serious health implica¬ 
tions for children. 

“Piloting the scheme has cer¬ 
tainly created a talking point in 
the office and hopefully one that 
will be taken home to the family.” 

For more information, email: 
freshstartwales@ golley slater co. u 
k, or call 029 2038 8621. 



ABOVE: 

Hailey Townsend, Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon and Chris and Caroline Headon. 


Remembrance: students 
give MP a helping hand 


BRIDGEND MP 

Madeleine Moon has invit¬ 
ed students from Bridgend 
College to lay wreaths on 
her behalf this 
Remembrance Sunday at 
two services. 

Ms Moon said: “Since 
becoming a Member of 
Parliament, I have on 
Remembrance Day alternated 
my attendance between the 
Armistice Day parades and 
Remembrance services at 


Bridgend and Porthcawl. 

“This year I have also been 
asked to lay a wreath at the 
Pyle/Kenfig Hill Cenotaph. 

“Over the last few weeks I 
have given much thought about 
the Remembrance services and 
I believe that including students 
of the borough in these is 
increasingly important. 

“As this year I am attending 
the service at Porthcawl I have 
arranged with Mark Jones, 
Principal at Bridgend College, 
to propose two local students, 
supported by a senior member 


of college staff, lay wreaths on 
my behalf in Bridgend and 
Pyle/Kenfig Hill. 

“I met with the students - 
Hailey Townsend, student union 
officer, who is also a county bor¬ 
ough councillor, Chris Headon, 
mature student officer, who is 
also an ex-servicemen and con¬ 
fided that he had always wanted 
to be part of the wreath laying 
ceremony along with his wife 
Caroline Headon, a tourism 
student - to handover my 
wreaths and arrangements for 
the services.” 


‘IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO 
HAVE YOUR SAY!’ s ays SHOUT 


ALL the public- 
spirited people who 
attended the 

Porthcawl SHOUT 
November meeting 
last Friday were 
given a copy of the 
consultative booklet 
‘Changing for the 
Better,’ and asked to 
respond with their 
ideas for the future 
of the Health 
Service so funda¬ 
mental to the lives 
of all of us. 

The successful meet¬ 
ing was attended by chief 
executive Paul Roberts 
and director of clinical 
strategy Hamish Laing. 

Mr Laing gave an 
excellent Powerpoint 
presentation of the facts 
that clearly explained 
why we need change. 

The booklet, which he 
explained in detail, is in 
fact an attempt to engage 
with the public and staff 
of the Health Board, to 
obtain ideas and identify 
best practice so that 
when the findings are 
analysed early next 
year,a positive plan for 
the future can be agreed 
and implemented. 

It is, therefore, not too 
late to make your com¬ 
ments, as no decisions 
have yet been made. 

The public were 
encouraged to register 
their interest online at 


www.YouTellUs.org 
where answers to the 
questions in the booklet 
could be made and we 
can also be kept 
informed as the final plan 
emerges probably by the 
middle of next year. 

It was made quite 
clear that no change was 
not an option and we 
were convinced that a 
move to centres of excel¬ 
lence is highly desirable. 

We heard of the short¬ 
age of doctors and the 
real determination to 
ensure our future Health 
Service would be safe, 
sustainable and the best 
anywhere. 

In the debate that fol¬ 
lowed, concerns were 
expressed regarding the 
dangers of having to 
travel long distances for 
treatment and assurances 
were given that transport 
facilities would be care¬ 
fully considered by the 
board before changes 
were made. 

Mr Roberts asked for 
reasoned arguments to 
support suggestions. One 
member made a case for 
the retention of Princess 
of Wales Hospital as one 
of the new regional cen¬ 
tres of excellence, on the 
grounds of its geographi¬ 
cal location adjacent to 
the M4, halfway between 
Cardiff and Swansea. 

On page 55 of the 
booklet which lists the 
services at present being 
provided by all the major 


hospitals in AMBU, it is 
only Bridgend that 
already carries out all the 
functions. 

Surely it makes sense 
to build on what already 
exists rather than start 
from scratch. The present 
parking problem could 
be overcome by a park 
and ride provision. Gary 
Victor, chairman of 
Porthcawl SHOUT, 
thanked the speakers and 
reminded members that 
our next two meetings 
were also likely to be 
‘blockbuster’ events with 
the Older People’s 
Commissioner, Sarah 
Rochira, addressing our 
December 7 meeting, 


2pm at Trinity Church 
and First Minister 
Carwyn Jones on January 
4. 

All are welcome to 
attend both meetings that 
are expected to also be 
special occasions. It is 
generally acknowledged 
that Porthcawl SHOUT 
are serving our commu¬ 
nity well by arranging 
such interesting speakers, 
as well as speaking out 
on issues that affect the 
town of Porthcawl. 

Please note the dates 
and come along and be 
assured of a warm wel¬ 
come. 

CLIVE MORT, 
Hon Secretary. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 15) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

08 Thur 

00.09 

7.6 

12.45 

7.9 

09 Fri 

01.26 

7.8 

13.55 

8.0 

10 Sat 

02.36 

8.3 

14.59 

8.6 

11 Sun 

03.38 

8.8 

15.55 

9.2 

12 Mon 

04.24 

9.4 

16.43 

9.7 

13 Tues 

05.11 

9.9 

17.39 

10.2 

14 Wed 

06.04 

10.4 

18.27 

10.5 

15 Thur 

06.53 

10.5 

19.19 

10.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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Bridgend county 
celebrates renewal 
of Fairtrade status 



ABOVE: Court Clive James with Gary Chappell, Margaret Minhinnick, 
and Tracy Pollant and Alison McGann of Valley and Vale Arts. 
PHOTOGRAPH by PETER MORGAN (www.petermorganphoto.co.uk) 


RIGHT: Robert and 
Margaret Minhinnick 
with Andy Chyba 
of the Bridgend 
Green Party. 

BRIDGEND coun¬ 
ty is celebrating 
renewing its 
Fairtrade status, 
with the festivities 
being held at Pyle 
Co-op cafe on 
October 19. 

Manager Gary 
Chappell opened pro¬ 
ceedings, telling a 
capacity crowd of his 
pride at being part of the 
Fairtrade movement. 

He handed over to 
Margaret Minhinnick, 
director of local 
Fairtrade and ethical co¬ 
operative, SUSSED - 
who also had a stall at 
the event displaying 
their wares. 

The Deputy Mayor of 
Bridgend County 
Borough, Coun Clive 
James, accepted the 
Fairtrade renewal cer¬ 
tificate on behalf of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

Valley and Vale 
Community Arts also 
gave a presentation on 
their work with the 
Ethiopian NGO, Gem 
Art - showing how the 



lives of Addis Ababan 
twins have been 
improved through the 
arts. 

Eight Fairtrade wines 
were paraded before the 
delighted guests; anx¬ 
ious to sample the fruits 
of the Fairtrade move¬ 
ment. 

The Bridgend 
Fairtrade Partnership 
would like to thank all 
those who attended, the 
Co-op for hosting, and 
of course the compa¬ 
nies s who produced the 
wine. 

More than £200 was 
raised for Porthcawl- 
based charity 
Sustainable Wales. 

MG 



ABOVE: Co-op manager Gary 
Chappell hands out the cheese. 


ALZHEIMER’S 

FUNDRAISER 


THE Bridgend and 
District service base 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Society has organ¬ 
ised a fundraising 
ball to be held at 

CHARITY 

DANCE 

THERE will be a chari¬ 
ty rock ‘n ’ roll dance in 
aid of Sandville on 
Friday, November 16, 
at the Bryntirion OCLP 
Club at 7.30pm. 

Singer Dave Riley 
will be performing. 
Tickets £5 on the door. 


Court Colman 
Manor, Pen-y-Fai, 
Bridgend, on 
November 16, from 
7.30pm. 

There will be a raf¬ 
fle, live music and 
disco and an Indian 
buffet supplied by 
award-winning restau¬ 
rant Bakhora. 

Tickets are £20 per 
person and can be 
bought from 01656 
753754, or online at: 
http://www.fatsoma.com 
/tickets/'alzheimers-soci- 
ety/court-colman- 
manor/bridgend/e73239 
?r=l681130322. 


‘Donate-a-Coat’ 
appeal to public 

A Porthcawl charity shop is appealing to the 
public to spread some warmth this winter by 
giving it their unwanted coats. 

Age Cymru launched its ‘Donate-a-Coat’ appeal 
yesterday (November 7) as part of its annual 
‘Spread the Warmth ’ campaign. 

Spokesman Kevin Sheriton explained: “Age 
Cymru runs its ‘Spread the Warmth ’ campaign to 
help make winter warmer for tens of thousands of 
older people across Wales. 

“We do this by providing older people with infor¬ 
mation, advice and practical services, so that they 
can stay warm and well, but we need the public’s 
help to do this. Please support the ‘Donate a Coat’ 
appeal by giving your unwanted coats to your local 
Age Cymru shop, and help us to Spread the Warmth 
this winter”. 

The shop in Porthcawl is located at 37, John 
Street, and the appeal will culminate in February 
with an auction of celebrity coats and donated 
goods. Contactwww.agecymru.org.uk, www.face- 
book.com/agecymru, www.twitter.com/agecymru 



Mum tells 
Inner Wheel 
of top cyclist 
Simon’s brave 
fight-back 

LEFT: 

Inner Wheel president Mary Emment-Lewis 
and Dee Richardson with the 
Paralympic silver torch. 


DOUBLE Paralympic 
gold medallist Simon 
Richardson, who lit the 
silver cauldron in Cardiff 
for this year’s Paralympic 
Games, loaned his mother, 
Dee Richardson, the torch, 
and she took it to a recent 
meeting of Porthcawl 
Inner Wheel held at the 
Rest Hotel. 

At the Inner Wheel, of which 
she is a member and past presi¬ 
dent, she told of her son’s 
bravery following a serious 
road accident and his hopes for 


the future. 

Simon won two gold medals 
on the cycle track at the 
Beijing Paralympic Games and 
was hoping to do equally well 
at this year’s event. 

However, while out on the 
road training, he was knocked 
off his bike and was very seri¬ 
ously injured, quashing any 
chance of competing in the 
games. 

Simon has just come out of 
hospital after having major 
surgery on his back. 

He is well and recovering 
slowly, but will have to remain 
in bed for the next three 


months before travelling to 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital for 
rehabilitation. 

Nevertheless, he is cheerful 
and looking forward to starting 
training again for the next 
Paralympic Games in Rio. 

Inner Wheel will be holding 
their Christmas coffee morning 
stalls on Wednesday, November 
14, at the Atlantic Hotel, 
Porthcawl. 

All proceeds will be given to 
local charities. Tickets are £2 
each, pay at the door. All are 
welcome. 


Tory AM raises Maesteg 
concerns over possible 
closure of M4 junctions 


CONCERNS about 
the effects on 
Maesteg motorists 
of the possible clo¬ 
sure of the two M4 
junctions in Port 
Talbot, raised by 
regional AM Byron 
Davies, are also 
worrying highway 
officers at 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

Mr Davies, who is 
Shadow Welsh 
Transport Minister, 
wrote to BCBC to 
express his fears about 
the impact on Maesteg 
residents if junctions 40 
and 41 of the motorway 
were closed. 

This option is being 
considered by the Welsh 
Government at present 
and a full consultation 
on this matter is due to 
take place shortly. 

Mr Davies said that if 
the Pentyla and Taibach 
junctions were closed, 
motorists from Maesteg 
who are travelling west, 
would be faced with a 
long detour either down 
to Sarn in order to 
access the motorway, or 
would have to travel 
through Baglan and 
across the old Briton 
Ferry bridge to join the 
M4. 

In his reply, Mr Chris 
Howell, head of street 
scene for BCBC, shared 
these concerns, but 
pointed out that the pro¬ 
posal was at a very 
early stage and would 
be subject to a full con¬ 
sultation exercise, 
which would involve 
the council. 

If there was no miti¬ 
gation, such as creating 
a new motorway junc¬ 
tion, he was concerned 


about increased travel¬ 
ling times and distances 
for residents, and also 
the impact on employ¬ 
ers locally. 

He stated that if peo¬ 
ple chose to travel via 
Sarn and then go west, 
it would add 13.5 miles 
to the journey each way. 

The distance is cur¬ 
rently 6.5 miles com¬ 
pared to 20 miles for 
the alternative route. 
Journey times would 
increase by 16 minutes 
for each way. 

This option would 
also see an increase in 
traffic through the vil¬ 
lages of Flangynwyd, 
Coytrahen and Tondu 
and would raise pres¬ 
sure on junction 36 at 
Sarn, especially at peak 
times. 

Mr Howell was also 
concerned about the 
impact on employment 
in Maesteg. The 
increased journey times 
would affect deliveries 
and increase fuel costs, 
and could adversely 
affect the viability of 
businesses based in the 
valley, which are 
already affected by the 
recession. 

Mr Howell stated that 
Mr Davies’ request for 
an assessment of the 
impact of the proposals 
would be carried out as 
part of the consultation 
process, as well as envi¬ 
ronmental and econom¬ 
ic studies. 

The council was like¬ 
ly to oppose any closure 
of these junctions with¬ 
out a thorough 
Transportation 
Assessment, as well as 
mitigating measures. 

Mr Howell added 
that it was unlikely that 
motorists in Maesteg 
would use junction 36 
at Sam if travelling 


west and would be more 
likely to go into Port 
Talbot and access the 
M4 at junction 42 
which would still be 
inconvenient for 
Maesteg residents. 

Mr Davies welcomed 
the letter: “This is a 
very detailed response 
and as good as anything 
we can expect at this 
early stage,” he said. 

“I am glad that 
BCBC is aware of the 
pitfalls involved in this 
proposal and I welcome 
the fact that they will 


commission assess¬ 
ments of the impact 
once the consultation 
gets underway. 

“Although there are 
doubtless many prob¬ 
lems associated with 
these two sub-standard 
junctions in Port Talbot, 
any action taken must 
not worsen the situation 
or make things harder 
for businesses and 
employers in Maesteg. 

“We must now await 
the launch of the con¬ 
sultation process,” he 
concluded. 


Kenfig Hill 
remembrance 

REMEMBRANCE services to be held in 
Kenfig Hill and Cefn Cribwr, Sunday, 
November 11: 

9am Parish Eucharist, St Theodore’s Church, 
Kenfig Hill; 

10am Civic Service, St Theodore’s Church, 
Kenfig Hill, conducted by Rev Jonathan Durley 
followed by March to War Memorial, Top Cross, 
Kenfig Hill; 

10.45am Service of Remembrance and parade, 
War Memorial, Top Cross, Kenfig Hill, conducted 
by Rev Peter Jones assisted by Pastor Len 
Grabham; 

10.50am Civic Service, St Colman’s Church, 
Cefn Cribwr, conducted by Rev Jonathan Durley; 

11.30am Remembrance Service at new War 
Memorial, Cefn Cribwr, conducted by Rev 
Jonathan Durley. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Local young actors in the 
spotlight on awards night 






ABOVE: The First Minister with 
rising star, Aneurin Barnard. 


THE 10th anniversary of the 
Bridgend-based ‘It’s my 
Shout’ young people’s film 
production team went ahead 
recently at the Wales 
Millennium Centre. 

Every year for those last 10 years, 
young people have created six short 
films in the summer holidays. 
Originally, all the films were made in 
Bridgend, under the guidance of Roger 
Burnell, the director of the Bridgend 
Youth Theatre (BYT), and they were 
broadcast on ITV. 

Recently, the BBC joined up with 
It’s my Shout, and other boroughs in 
Wales also started making films. 

This year, there were two films with 
strong Bridgend involvement. Walk or 
Fly , a story about a boy who would 
only go to school wearing a superhero 
outfit, both amused and touched the 
audience. 

This was made in partnership with 
Bridgend County Borough Council 
and Rhondda Cynon Taff County 
Borough Council, as part of the new 
Arts Connect initiative) 

The young lead actor, Joe Wiltshire- 
Smith, deservedly won the ‘best lead 
actor’ award. 

Bridgend College students were 
involved in The Mob, a story with a 
twist, as a group of young people were 
involved in arranging something mys¬ 
terious. 

Local student Greg Sage, who 
played the lead role, was singled out as 
‘one to watch’ in the awards. 

There was one special award, which 
came as a huge surprise to the execu¬ 
tive producer of It’s my Shout, Roger 
Burnell, when he was presented with a 
BAFTA Cymru ‘Special 
Achievement’ award. 

Roger told The GEM that he had no 
idea that the award was in the pipeline. 

He said: “I was absolutely 
stunned”. 

When the awards were 
announced, the Best Lead Actor was 

Joe Wiltshire-Smith, a Bridgend Youth 
Theatre member from Porthcawl, in 
the film Walk or Fly. 

Best Supporting Actor was award¬ 
ed to Scott Davies a student from 
Barry, for his performance in Fetch. 

Best Supporting Actress went to 
Khethiwe Ncube, a student at Coleg 
Menai, north Wales, in the short film 
Dragon Chasers. 

Best Lead Actress was Mimi 


ABOVE: Joe Wiltshire-Smith (second right) with Gwawr Lloyd 
(content commissioner for S4C), Justin Davies (young actor who 
came through IMS and now plays a lead role in Sky Vs Stella) 
and Eryl Phillips (director of Rondo Media) 


V 

Roger Burnell with Carwyn Jones. 


Ndiweni, a student at the Royal Welsh 
College of Music and Drama 
(RWCMD), for Telling Tales. 

The ‘One to Watch’ award went to 
Greg Sage, a student at Bridgend 
College) for the film The Mob. 

Best Art Design went to Imogen 
Lee an A-Level student from 
Whitchurch High School, for Telling 
Tales. 

Best Costume Design went to 
Stephanie Doel, a graduate from 
Cardiff, who worked on Fetch. 

Best Sound Assistant went to 
Joseph Barker from Barry, who 
worked on Buddha Boy. 

An Outstanding Achievement 
award was presented to Aneurin 
Barnard, a former Bridgend Youth 
Theatre member and It’s my Shout 
actor, after his success on the West 
End and in TV and film. 

Aneurin landed best actor in a musi¬ 
cal for his West End debut in Spring 
Awakening, and starred as David 
Bailey, alongside Dr Who’s Karen 
Gillan, in a BBC film. He has also 
appeared in several major films, 
including Ironclad, Hunky Dory and 
The Citadel. 

His award was presented by 
Bridgend AM Carwyn Jones. 

Best composition went to Joseph 
Roberts a graduate in Cardiff who 
wrote the music for The Mob. 

Best Screenplay went to David 
Melkevik from Cardiff for Fetch. 

The Best Director was Sarah 
Bickerton from Cardiff for Buddha 
Boy. 

Finally, the Best Film was Buddha 
Boy, which was made by a team of stu¬ 
dents from Carmarthenshire. 

Each of the films will be broadcast 
on the following dates, concluding 
with a half-hour documentary on 
BBC-2 Wales at 11.20pm on December 
20, looking back of the past 10 years 
of the scheme: 

Walk or Fly - Thursday, November 
8, 11.20pm, BBC 2 Wales; The Mob - 
Thursday, November 15, 11.20pm, 
BBC 2 Wales; Dragon Chasers - 
November 22, 11.20pm, BBC 2 Wales; 
Buddha Boy - November 29, 11.20pm, 
BBC 2 Wales; Telling Tales - 
Thursday, December 6, 11.20pm, BBC 
2 Wales; and Fetch - Thursday, 
December 13, 11.20pm, BBC 2 Wales. 

For more information, go to 
www. itsmy shout, co. uk 


ABOVE: Greg Sage with Matthew Talfan 
(RWCMD) and the chief of Rondo media, 
Gareth Williams. 


ABOVE: 

Bridgend College principal, Mark Jones, 
and Carwyn Jones AM, discuss the 
college’s film, The Mob. 


GEM NOTE: 

Photographs marked NH by Natasha Hirst. 
Photographs marked CB by Callum Baker. 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


EPOOKP TALEBooo 

Spectre of tragic 
love affair haunts 
Llangynwyd 


THE old parish of 
Llangynwd lies on 
the top of a ridge 
overlooking the 
Llynfi Valley - 
thought to house the 
oldest Inn in south 
Wales, the Yr Hen 
Dy was built during 
ancient times. 

Llangynwd is another 
example of being in the 
hands of the Norman 
Lords of Glamorgan 
from the 12th Century. 
Documents from the 13th 
Century state that a castle 
named ‘Castell Coch’ 
was built around 1246, 
neglected by Llewelyn 
ap Iorwerth, and later 
described as ‘a castle 
burnt in the war’. 

This fortress was built 
on the site of an older 
building where earth¬ 
works are still visible 
around the landscape. 
Evidence of Roman 
occupation has also been 
unearthed, with ditches, 
ramparts and traces of 
camps. 

The mother church of 
Maesteg is dedicated to 
St Cynwyd, son of 
Cynfel, with connections 
in the midst of 
Llancarfan, as a gift from 
somebody with the ini¬ 
tials EP of Tondu (possi¬ 
bly Powell) from 1686. 

Although St Cynwyd 
is said to have founded 
Llangynwd, there is evi¬ 
dence of the village dat¬ 
ing back to 2000 BC. 
Iron Age earthworks can 
be seen outlined on the 
hillside too, together with 
the Bodvac Stone dis¬ 
playing writings in Latin 
‘Bodvocus - he lies here, 
the son of Catotigirus, 
great-grandson Eternalis 
Vedomas’. 

This inscription proba¬ 
bly dates from 550 AD. 

Llangynwd church 
accommodates a Celtic 
cross, and in the chancel, 
a brass plate is the dedi¬ 
cated resting place of the 
legendary Ann Thomas, 
Maid of Cefn Ydfa. The 
church itself was restored 
in 1893. 

During the middle 
ages and up to the 17th 
Century, Llangynwd had 
associations with the 
Chief Bards of Tir Bril 
including Rhys Brydydd, 
Gwilym Tew and Dafydd 
Benwyn. 

The pre-industrial hill¬ 
top hamlet of Bleanau, 
evolved from Celtic 
saints of the 6th Century, 
around the time of St 
David, our Patron Saint. 

Top Llan (as it is local¬ 
ly known) contains of 
two ancient public hous¬ 
es. Comer House at one 
time spanned three cot¬ 
tages which were built in 
1722. It was an old tithe 
bam and later a school. 

Old House is also an 
inn, but from an earlier 
period in time. It is a 
thatched establishment 
called Yr Hen Dy (Old 
House) and is reputedly 
the oldest inn throughout 
South Wales. 

The well known tradi¬ 


tion of the Mari Lwyd 
(Grey Mare) was a fasci¬ 
nating custom during 
ancient times. It 
involved from a group of 
people dressed in colour¬ 
ful clothing, with a scary 
horse’s skull draped in a 
white sheet. 

They would travel 
from house-to-house 
demanding food and 
refreshment. This 

macabre custom is now 
sunk into the history 
books, although a more 
modern (and friendly) 
custom is still practiced 
in Llangynwd today. 

Llangynwd is proba¬ 
bly most famous for its 
legendary tale of the 
Maid of Cefn Ydfa, Ann 
Thomas. 

Will Hopcyn, bard, 
thatcher and poet was 
devoted to her in an ill- 
fated love story. Ann, 
heiress to a wealthy 
farming family, was for¬ 
bidden to see Will as her 
mother had branded him 
to be too poor. 

Ann was locked in her 
bedroom and forbidden 
to contact her only love, 
Will. But secretly, Ann 
wrote letters to him using 
her own blood and gave 
them to a servant to place 
in the hollow of a 
sycamore tree nearby for 
him to collect. 

Heartbroken at being 
denied contact with Ann, 
Will moved away to 
Bristol to work. But, 
later in time, he had a 
dream that she was pin¬ 
ing for him and hastily 
returned to Llangynwd, 
only to find her on her 
deathbed. 

She had been forced to 
marry Anthony 

Maddocks, whom she 


had never loved. Will 
visited her and as she 
reached out to hold him 
in joy, she tragically died 
holding his hand. 

Ann was buried in the 
church, and a few years 
later, Wil Hopcyn’s 
remains were buried 
beneath the yew tree 
close to the church porch. 
They were united at last 
in death. 

The spectral figure of 
a young lady dressed in 
black has been seen 
dashing between the 
trees on the hilltop at 
Llangynwd, apparently 
accompanied by an older 
female wearing a white 
cloak. 

Could these images be 
connected to each other, 
or just illusory phantoms 
lost in the midst of time? 

The church itself 
seems to be the home of a 
ghostly lady wearing a 
long black dress. She 
seems to sit on a particu¬ 
lar pew chanting the 
names of the living that 
are doomed to die in the 
coming year. 

But who could this 
lady be, and why does 
she have an obsession 
with death in such an 
alarming way? 

The frightful enact¬ 
ment of a white horse 
galloping up the main 
road before leaping over 
a hedgerow has been wit¬ 
nessed. Said to appear 
on moonlit nights, this 
mysterious creature per¬ 
forms this deed in 
silence. 

But fact or fiction? 
Only you can decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hayley.williams550 @ ya 
hoo.com 


‘LOCK OUT THE 
BURGLARS’, 

- say Bridgend police 


A SPATE of burgla- 
ries in Bridgend has 
prompted police to 
urge householders 
to keep their doors 
locked. 

The warning came 
after a number of burgla¬ 
ries in which houses 
were entered via insecure 
front and rear doors. 

Empty properties, 
where the owners have 
been on vacation, have 
also been targeted in the 
Vale over the past week. 

TIPS 

Detective Inspector 
Jason Redrup said: 
“Many burglaries occur 
on the spur of the 
moment, as a criminal 
may see an opportunity 
and take their chance. 

“Some criminals will 
seek out insecure or 
empty properties as easy 
targets. 

“Always ensure that 
windows and doors are 
locked and secure, even 
if you are inside the prop¬ 
erty. 

“A few minutes check¬ 
ing doors and windows 
just before bed time can 


save a tremendous 
amount of heartache, 
expense and inconven¬ 
ience in the long-term. 

“If you are going 
away, it’s a good idea to 
ask a neighbour, family 
member or friend to keep 
an eye on your property. 

“ Ask them to collect 
your post and visit the 
house regularly to check 
everything is secure and 
in order. 

“It is best to give them 
a key personally, as you 
should never leave house 
keys under plant pots, 
doormats and so forth - 
burglars know all the hid¬ 
ing places. 

“By taking basic home 
security precautions, you 
can help to deter oppor¬ 
tunistic criminals from 
targeting your home and 
help us to continue to 
reduce crime across 
Bridgend and the Vale.” 

For further advice on 

home security, visit: 
www.saferbridgend.org. 
uk or: 

www.safervale.co.uk. 
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Quieter days 
lie ahead for 
villagers in 
North Cornelly 




ABOVE: Bridgend Rotarians defied a torrential downpour when they visited Margam Park. 


Never mind the bad weather ; 
Bridgend Rotarians enjoy an 
expert guide to Margam Park 


NORTH COR¬ 
NELLY should be 
a quieter village in 
the future, now 
that lorries heading 
for the Kenfig 
Industrial Estate 
can use an alterna¬ 
tive route. 

As previously 
reported in The GEM, 
the work has been 
done thanks to a 
Regional Transport 
Consortium grant 
from the Welsh 
Government. 

The work was com- 


ON Saturday, 
November 3, 

Bridgend Quakers 
hosted a special 
peace event at their 
meeting house in 
Park Street. 

Speakers included 
BCBC Mayor, Coun 
Marlene Thomas, Dr 
Mererid Hopwood, poet 
and chair of the 
Carmarthen group of the 
Fellowship of 

Reconciliation, and Jill 
Evans MER 

The focus of the event 
was the signing of the 
White Book of 
Carmarthen by those 
present. This beautiful 
hand-crafted book, mod¬ 
elled on the 750-year-old 
Black Book of 
Carmarthen, has blank 
pages which will, over 
time, fill with signatures 


pleted by Neath Port 
Talbot Council and 
there is now full 
access to the industri¬ 
al estate from junction 
38 of the M4. 

The carriageway on 
the road leading to the 
estate has been low¬ 
ered by 1.2 metres to 
increase the headroom 
under the railway 
bridge and allow 
HGVs to pass 
through. 

Retaining walls 
have been built either 
side of the road to 
support the existing 


of people from all walks 
of life who commit 
themselves to working 
for peace in the world. 

Last week, the White 
Book was signed by 
Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu in Cardiff. 

Dr Mererid Hopwood 
introduced the White 
Book and outlined its 
aims and significance. 
Coun Marlene Thomas 
spoke of peace and 
equality in Bridgend, 
while Jill Evans 
described peace-building 
efforts within the 
European Parliament. 

The next day, the 
White Book was warmly 
welcomed at Tabemacl, 
Bridgend, where more 
than 60 people signed 
their names. 

A smaller White Book 
was signed by all the 
children present. 

ANN LEWIS 


LEFT 
(From left to 
right): Coun Ali 
Thomas, 

Coun Jefferson 
Tildesley , and 
Neath Port 
Talbot Council 
director of 
environment , 
John Flower 

ground where the 
road is lowered. 

Site clearance 
works have been com¬ 
pleted and telephone, 
gas, water and elec¬ 
tricity services were 
diverted. 

A pumped foul 
sewer was also low¬ 
ered. 

Neath Port Talbot 
Council leader, Coun 
Ali Thomas said pro¬ 
viding access to the 
industrial estate from 
the east and west will 
help to attract further 
investment into the 
estate and increase 
employment opportu¬ 
nities, as well as offer¬ 
ing opportunities for 
existing businesses to 
expand. 

Coun Jefferson 
Tildesley, MBE, the 
Cornelly ward coun¬ 
cillor, said: 

“I am very grateful 
to see the successful 
completion of this 
project, as it will 
bring two significant 
benefits to the local 
area, both in Neath 
Port Talbot, and in 
Bridgend. 

“Firstly, businesses 
based at the Kenfig 
Industrial estate will 
have far quicker 
access to the motor¬ 
way. Secondly, the 
bridge enhancements 
will now allow a 
reduction in the traf¬ 
fic travelling through 
the village of North 
Cornelly.” 

WELLBEING 
CENTRES 
A list of Mental 
Health Matters 
Wales workshops 
and events at 
Wellbeing centres 
can be found at 
www. mhmbcb. com/d 
rop_in.htm. 

Local centres: Nolton 
Church Hall, Merthyr 
Mawr Road, Bridgend 
CF31 3NH (Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 11.30am- 
3.30pm); The Talbot 
Institute, 9 Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill, CF33 9AA 
(Wednesdays 1pm-5pm); 

Central Ecumenical 
Church, Church Street, 
Maesteg CF34 9AA 
(Thursdays 12.30pm- 
4.30pm). 


BRIDGEND 
Rotarians had a 
tour of Margam 
Park on Saturday, 
in a torrential 
downpour - but 
their spirits were 
high and their 
determination to 
carry on was evi¬ 
dent! 

Organised by Mr 
Hopkin Joseph, the group 
were fortunate to have an 
expert guide, Bill 
Perkins, who gave a pot¬ 
ted history of the build¬ 
ings and the various fam¬ 
ilies who have owned the 
estate since 1540. 

Evidence of pre-his- 
toric settlement at 
Margam is limited, but 
there are a number of 


A STRANDED seal 
pup was recently 
discovered near 
Porthcawl’s Trecco 
Bay caravan park. 

The young mammal 
was initially spotted by 
coastguards on October 
27, but then disappeared 
into the ocean. The seal 
then came back the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

RSPCA officers res¬ 
cued the large and bois¬ 
terous sea creature the 
folloiwing day. 

Marine chord was 
wrapped across its upper 
jaw, causing some dis¬ 
comfort, and this was 
removed safely. 

The seal is now in 
RSPCA care and will be 
returned to the sea 


platform houses along 
the ridges facing the sea 
(from Neolithic/late 
stone age periods, 2500 
to 2000 BC), many finds 
in the area of artefacts 
dating from the Bronze 
Age (2000 to 700 BC) 
and an Iron Age fort (600 
to 200 BC) is situated 
just above Margam 
Castle. 

Folklore abounds of 
later times. Cwm 
Lladdfa (Valley of 
Slaughter) is the reputed 
site of the battle in AD 51 
when the Roman legions 
finally overcame the 
Silures, one of the 
fiercest warrior tribes of 
Britannicus, later taking 
alive their chieftain 
(Caractacus) to be parad¬ 
ed chained through the 
streets of Rome. 


shortly. RSPCA inspec¬ 
tor Nic de Celis said: 
“We think this seal is 
the same one that has 
been spotted in Swansea 
in recent weeks before 
making his way to 
Porthcawl. 

“He’ll soon be as 
right as rain, and will be 
back in ocean again. 

“His plight is also a 
salutary reminder to all 
marine fishing vessels to 
take care when dispos¬ 
ing of their nets.” 

To help the RSPCA 
with rescues like this, 
you can give £3 now by 
texting HELP to 78866 
(Text costs £3 plus one 
standard network rate 
message). 


Caractacus’ famous 
speech to the Senate and 
the Emperor Claudius 
secured his freedom. 
Less credible perhaps are 
the tales of Joseph of 
Arimathea travelling in 
the area around AD40 to 
AD 50 as Illtyd (a 
stranger) - although 
Caracticus was reputed 
to practice Christianity. 

For certain, though, 
the Margam Stones 
record early evidence of 
Christianity in the area. 
King Arthur’s last battle 
is reputed to have been 
fought at Maescadlwyr 
(Field of the Battle) 
approximately three 
miles west of Mynydd 
Baiden (Badam). 

After the Norman 
invasion of Wales in 
1088, the area came 
under Norman control 
and in 1147, the then Earl 
of Gloucester granted the 
Margam Manor - 18,000 
acres between the Rivers 
Kenfig and Afan - to the 
Cistercian Monks, who 
established a monastery 
close to the Celtic 
Christian area of wor¬ 
ship. 

A substantial 

monastery complex was 
constructed. 

It was visited by King 
Henry, later King John, 
and later still in 1188 by 
Gerald Cambrensis. 

The monastery flour¬ 
ished. The monks 
acquired rich additional 
adjoining land, probably 
peaking in terms of num¬ 
bers of monks and lay 
brothers around 1400, 
with their numbers 
declining by the time of 
the 1536 Dissolution by 
King Henry VIII. 

The Manor of Margam 
(together with numerous 
other adjoining manors 
that had been acquired by 
the monks prior to 
Dissolution - all of the 
properties in total later 
becoming known as The 
Margam Estate) was sold 
by the Crown in 1540 to 
Sir Rice Mansel of 
Penmaen in the Gower, 
whose family (having in 
later years married into 
the Talbot family and the 
Fletcher family) retained 
ownership until 1941. 

Sir Rice Mansel adapt¬ 
ed part of the monastery 
complex to create a sub¬ 
stantial house, demol¬ 
ished other parts (includ¬ 
ing reducing the size of 
the monastery church to 
leave what is now the 
much smaller building of 
Margam Abbey). 

Thomas Mansel Talbot 


in around 1770 demol¬ 
ished most of the house 
to construct the Orangery 
as it is today. 

His son, Christopher 
Rice Mansel Talbot, 
(who during the 1800s 
was the wealthiest com¬ 
moner in the UK. as a 
result of coal extraction, 
iron ore smelting and 
industrialisation, all 
within the Margam 
Estate) commissioned 
the construction of 
Margam Castle (in the 
Victorian Gothic style) 
and the landscaped areas 
surrounding it. 

The lily pond served 
as a water balancing fea¬ 
ture for the estate and 
provided water flows to 
the lower and upper 
Mother Ditches; all was 
within a walled boundary 
encircling what is now 
Margam Park. 

The 800-acre Margam 
Park was sold as part of 
the sale of the Margam 
Estate in 1941 and the 


Sir David Evans Bevan. 
Sir David left the castle 
vacant and lived in Twyn 
yr Hydd House. He sold 
the park in 1973 to the 
West Glamorgan County 
Council. The council 
substantially renovated 
the Orangery, refurbished 
part of the castle, and 
extensively modelled the 
grounds, to provide what 
is currently Margam 
Country Park. 

Members who attend¬ 
ed this rewarding visit 
were Rotarians; Hopkin 
Joseph, Dianne and asst 
District Governor David 
Hubbard, Paul Cheadle, 
Edgar Burt, past presi¬ 
dent Roger Grannum, 
past president John and 
Mrs Ward, Gillian Hale, 
Mr and Mrs Wayne 
Morgan, with visitors, 
Mr and Mrs Durman 
from Guernsey (parents 
of Marilyn Morgan) and 
Margaret, Hopkin’s sister 
and our ebullient guide 
Mr Bill Perkins. 


park was purchased by 


Wayne B Morgan 
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Quakers’ 
White Book 
of Peace 



Coun Marlene Thomas and her consort, 
Coun Jeff Tildesley, wait to sign the White Book 


Rescuers save 
a stranded 
seal pup at 
Trecco Bay 



ABOVE: This seal pup was rescued 
from Trecco Bay with marine chord 
wrapped across its upper jaw. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items in 

eluded in the community news columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 

1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



John Farmer (left) the national chair 
of the Royal British Legion, 
and JW Williams, the local chair. 


Coun Marlene Thomas, the Mayor 
of Bridgend County Borough, 
and consort George Davies. 


Royal British 
Legion 
concert 
I RECENTLY 
enjoyed the concert 
at the Garw Valley 
centre which was 
held to raise money 
for the above 
organisation. 

Firstly, a special 
mention for Dixie Dean, 
who organised this and 
a number of previous 
concerts, and Louise 
Taylor of Ffaldau 
school, who had 
rehearsed with children 
from the four schools to 
form the combined 
schools’ choir. 

The eighth annual 
Poppy Appeal concert 
included performances 
by the Volunteer Band 
of RAF St Athan, Cor 
Meibion Cwm Garw 
(Garw Valley male 
choir) and the joint pri¬ 
mary schools choir of 
Betws, Blaengarw, 

Cwm Garw and 
Ffaldau. 

Guests included the 
national chairman of the 
Royal British Legion, 
Mr John Farmer, 
Ogmore constituency 
MP, Huw Irranca- 
Davies and wife Joanna, 
and the Mayor of 
Bridgend Conty 
Borough, Coun Marlene 
Thomas, with consort 
George Davies. 

Following items by 
the band, the male 
choir, under its musical 
director Brian Young, 
accompanied on the 
piano by Mrs Margaret 
Rich, sang ‘Lief’ and a 
foot-tapping rendition 
of the old favourite, 
‘When the Saints Go 
Marching In.’ 

The band continued 
with ‘Concerto de 
Aranjuez’ which includ¬ 
ed a commendable horn 
solo by Tim West. 

The schools choir, 
conducted by Louise 
Taylor, accompanied on 
the piano by Menna 
Webb, enthralled every¬ 
one with the defiant ‘No 
Wars Will Stop Us 
Singing’ now adopted 
internationally as the 
children’s anthem for 


World Peace Day and 
‘Wherever You Are’ to 
tumultuous and 
deserved applause. The 
children proved yet 
again to be the undis- 
putable stars of a star- 
studded evening! 

The second half was 
dedicated to the central 
theme of the evening, 
The Service of 
Remembrance for the 
Fallen. It began with 
the male choir singing 
Johanna Kinkel’s mov¬ 
ing ‘A Soldier’s 
Farewell’ followed with 
‘The Mansions of the 
Lord’ from the film We 
Were Soldiers. They 
were then joined by the 
band for Laurence 
Binyon’s immensely 
emotive ‘For the 
Fallen,’ set to the music 
of Mike Sammes. 

The Exhortation was 
conferred by Mr John 
Farmer of the Royal 
British Legion, fol¬ 
lowed by the sounding 
of the Last Post and 
Two Minute Silence, 
accompanied by the 
symbolic falling of 
Poppy leaves. 

Reveille was sounded 
and the Dedication, 
recited by Mr John 
Parmer. The 
Remembrance Service 
was concluded by the 
communal singing of 
‘Abide With Me.’ 

The combined 
schools choir later per¬ 
formed to huge 
applause and the band 
returned with ‘Share 
My Yoke’, with a mas¬ 
terly comet solo by 
Claire Bourne. 

The male choir 
returned with ‘Pan 
Pyddo’r Nos Yn Hir’ 
from the Ryan Davies 
compilation ‘Caneuon 
Ryan’ and were joined 
by the band for Mickey 
Newbury’s ‘An 
American Trilogy’. 

Special awards were 
presented to Mr Jim 
Nash and Mr Dixie 
Dean for exceptional 
service to the Royal 
British Legion. Dixie 
confirmed that last year, 
£4,500 was raised in the 
Garw Valley. 

Winter show 

TONDU and District 


Art Society is holding 
its 30th winter exhibi¬ 
tion at the Len Evans 
Centre, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig, 
November 10-13. 

There will be two 
themes in the competi¬ 
tions - ‘Winter 
Memories’ and ‘19th 
and 20th Century 
Transport in Wales’ and 
the artist of the year 
shield will be voted for 
by visitors. Admission 
is free and light refresh¬ 
ments will be available. 

Donations to 
Food Bank 

HARVEST festival 
food donated this year 
was given to the Food 
Bank. The total weight 
of food collected was a 
magnificent 271.7 kilos 
from the parish of 
Llansantffraid, Betws 
and Aberkenfig, Betws 
Chapel, Nazareth 
Chapel, Bryncethin 
and St Tyfodwg’s 
Church, Llandyfodwg. 

Betws Food Bank 
was given 73kilos, 
which was as much as 
could be stored on the 
premises, and the rest 
was collected by 
Bridgend Food Bank. 

The generous dona¬ 
tions help to support 
families in Bridgend 
county borough and the 
Swansea area. 

The congregations of 
churches in the LBA 
parish also donated £43, 
which will be used to 
purchase supplies for 
Betws Food Bank as 
stock mns low. 

Special thanks to Les 
Shawcroft and Ann 
Prince who helped 
weigh, pack and trans- 
port the food. 


Christians 

Working 

Together 

A SPECIAL ‘Songs of 
Praise’ service was 
held in St Robert’s 
Roman Catholic 
Church, Aberkenfig, 
on October 24 and it 
was wonderful to have 
more than 40 people in 
attendance. 

The hymns were cho¬ 
sen by eight people 
from each of the reli¬ 
gious establishments in 
the area and accompa¬ 
nied by Peter David on 
the old pipe organ in St 
Robert’s. 

The service was con¬ 
ducted by the Rev 
Gordon Sollis of Tondu 
Wesley Methodist 
Church, in the absence 
of Father John, who 
was away on holiday. 

Mrs Val Trimlett, 
chair of Churches 
Working Together, gave 
a vote of thanks to both 
Peter and Rev Gordon 
and especially thanked 
Richard Fattorini for the 
use of St Robert’s 
Church. 

A collection taken 
will be given to ‘The 
Noah’s Ark Appeal.’ 

Tondu Cricket 
Club 

THERE will be a race 
evening at the club 
tomorrow evening 
(Friday, November 9) 
starting at 7pm, 
organised by the mem¬ 
bers of the Parish of 
Llansantffraid, Betws 
and Aberkenfig. 

The money raised 
will be used for gener¬ 
al funds. Tickets cost 
£1, and everyone is 
welcome. 


Messy time! 

CHILDREN aged 
between five to 11 are 
welcome at St David’s 
Church, Betws, on 
Tuesday afternoons 
between 3.30pm and 
4.30pm, to enjoy play¬ 
ing with their friends in 
what is termed a 
‘messy’ session. 

Remembrance 
services 
ON Remembrance 
Sunday (November 
11), there will be a 
short service at 10am 
in St David’s Church, 
Pontycymer, and at 
the cenotaph at 
10.45am. 

A joint service of 
Remembrance in 
Aberkenfig Square at 
10.45am on Sunday, 
November 11 is fol¬ 
lowed by a short service 
in St John’s Church. 

There will be a gath¬ 
ering at Horeb Baptist 
Chapel, Dinam Close, 
Nantymoel, to remem¬ 
ber the fallen. 

Following the morn¬ 
ing service, everyone 
will meet at the 
Nantymoel War 


Memorial Shelter to lay 
wreaths at 11am. 

St Michael’s Church, 
Maesteg will have a 
service at 9.30am fol¬ 
lowed by a procession 
to the cenotaph in 
Talbot Street. 

Cor Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
Ladies Choir) will lead 
hymn singing. 

Tondu 

school 

TONDU primary 
school pupils in years 

4 and 5 will have daily 
swimming lessons at 
Ynysawdre Leisure 
Centre from Monday, 
November 19. 

The PTA is organis¬ 
ing a shopping trip to 
Bath on Saturday, 
December 1; the cost 
will be £12 per seat. 

The coach will leave 
Aberkenfig at 8.30am. 
Call 07868 343846 for 
details. 

The pupils from year- 

5 went to Cardiff City 
Stadium for an event 
entitled ‘Show Racism 
the Red Card’ on 
October 18, and several 
of the children were 
interviewed on TV. 


Heronsbridge 

School 

THE 13th South Wales 
special educational 
needs schools football 
festival recently took 
place with more than 
90 children with dis¬ 
abilities taking part. 

Two schools from the 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough area, 

Heronsbridge and Ysgol 
Bryn Castell, took part 
among the eight teams. 

The overall winner 
was Maes Gwyn School 
from Aberdare, with 
Ysgol Bryn Castell and 
Heronsbridge finishing 
second and third respec¬ 
tively. 

Sadly missed 

I AM sorry to have to 
inform constituents of 
the recent passing on 
of BCBC councillor 
Pat Penpraze, whose 
funeral was held at 
Coychurch 
Crematorium on 
November 6. 

Pat had represented 
me on both St Brides 
Minor Community 


Council and BCBC for 
the last five years, and 
was always prepared to 
listen to one’s concerns. 
She will be sadly 
missed. 

In rehearsal 

BRACKLA 
Community Chorus is 
rehearsing for two 
separate concerts at 
Brackla Community 
Centre on November 
14 and 30 at 7pm. 

The choir has raised 
£2,000 in the last 18 
months for cancer 
research and the concert 
on November 14 is a 
joint effort with other 
local entertainment to 
raise funds for Velindre 
hospital chemotherapy 
department. 

The concert on 
November 30 will be 
the Christmas event and 
pupils from the local 
Roman Catholic school 
will also be performing. 

The choir rehearses 
at the community centre 
on Wednesday evenings 
between 7pm and 9pm, 
and new members are 
welcome. 


MORE HELP IS AT HAND FOR 
CARERS IN THE BOROUGH 



PARENTS and car¬ 
ers of local disabled 
children have come 
together for a spe¬ 
cial event - to share 
experiences and 
talk about what 
support services are 
available in 
Bridgend county 
borough. 


Held at Bridgend 
Carers Centre and organ¬ 
ised by the local authori¬ 
ty, the information semi¬ 
nar also provided advice 
and guidance about how 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) and its partners 
can support disabled 
children and their fami¬ 
lies. 

The event featured 


two local parents who 
talked about their per¬ 
sonal experiences, and 
described how various 
services were benefitting 
not just their disabled 
children, but their entire 
families as well. 

Parent Leanne Jones 
of North Comelly, and 
local carer Linda Jones 
spoke about the Family 
Link service, a scheme 
which helps the families 
of disabled children by 
providing short breaks. 

Leanne said: “Family 
Link has made a huge 
difference, not only to 
my daughter Caitlin’s 
life, but also to my own 
as well. 

“It has given us both 
confidence and allows 
me to have a rest and 


spend time with adults - 
I feel like I can breathe! 

“Caitlin has learnt so 
much from Linda and 
gets so excited when she 
comes to pick her up, 
she really looks forward 
to their time together. 

“It’s definitely a good 
match, they both love 
bags and lipsticks! 
What’s important is that 
I know she is safe with 
Linda, and gets treated 
as part of her family.” 

Linda added: 
“Previously, I had run a 
Welsh nursery school for 
12 years, so working 
with children has always 
been close to my heart. 

“I heard about the 
Family Link scheme 
through a colleague. I 
knew that I wanted to 


RIGHT (left to right): 

Leanne Jones, 
Linda Jones (Family 
Link carer), and 
Coun Huw David. 

give something back to 
children, so I contacted 
the scheme - I haven’t 
looked back since. 

“Being a Family Link 
carer has helped me as a 
person and has truly 
enhanced my life. 

“It’s made me think 
about the parents of dis¬ 
abled children and the 
challenges they face 
every day of their lives. 

“Providing short 
breaks for Caitlin allows 
Leanne to have a break 
and recharge her batter¬ 
ies. I love having 
Caitlin, and wouldn’t 


change it for the world.” 

Representatives from 
the council’s disabled 
children’s team, the 
Bakers Way facility, 
Family Link, Y Bont, 
and Bridgend Carers 
Centre also provided 
information about what 
services are available. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 


dren and young people, 
said: “The event proved 
helpful and informative 
to many parents and 
revealed that services 
and support are vital for 
disabled children and 
their families. 

“It was inspiring to 
hear the parents who 
shared their positive 
experiences of the differ¬ 


ent services on offer, and 
also demonstrated the 
commitment to partner¬ 
ship working which 
exists between the statu¬ 
tory and voluntary sector 
here in Bridgend county 
borough.” 

For more information 
on services for disabled 
children, call 01656 
815442. 


WELCOME RESPONSE 

AN enthusiastic response to the leaflet drop 
ensured that the new afternoon WI in Porthcawl 
got off to a good start. 

It will be called Porthcawl WI and will meet 
every fourth Thursday of the month at 2.30pm in All 
Saints Church hall. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 
22, when Daphne Furneaux will demonstrate flower 
arranging with a festive theme. Newcomers are wel¬ 
come. 
































Thursday, November 8th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


p 


THE GEM - 7 


Police put on Hallowe’en celebration 



ABOVE: Everybody dressed up in their best Halloween outfis! 


HEALING WOUNDS CHARITY 
PRAISE PARC PRISON STAFF 
FOR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 



THIS year has seen 
a total of more than 
£4,200 raised for 
Healing the Wounds 
Armed Forces 
Charity during vari¬ 
ous events held by 
the G4S team and 
prisoners at Parc 
Prison in Bridgend. 

The charity, currently 
based at the Rest in 
Porthcawl, support veter¬ 
ans suffering from post 
traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) and have opened 


their doors to ex-service¬ 
men on release from Parc 
to help in any way possi¬ 
ble. 

Co-founder of the 
charity, ex-serviceman 
and former combat medic 
Kevin Richards, said: 
“There are a high per¬ 
centage of veterans 
behind the doors of Parc 
who have become affect¬ 
ed by PTSD during serv¬ 
ice to their country, and 
on discharge have found 
themselves unable to 
function in a civilian 


Quiz League 

round-up 


TWO or three high 
scores in Division 1: 
Llangewydd Arms 
(as expected) made 
56 points against 
Mackworth Arms’ 
rather unexpected 
35, Tyrisha Nomads 
scored a somewhat 
surprising 52 to Six 
Bells total of 33, and 
Oldcastle ‘A’ getting 
40 versus Tondu 
Railway Club. 

In the only other first 
division game, Crown 
Inn ‘A’ on a fairly close 
encounter with Tyrisha 
Royals by 43 points to 
40. 

In Division 2, Crown 
Inn ‘B’ had a worthy 52 
against Laleston Inn ‘B’ 
who made 41, Laleston 
Inn ‘A’ had a big win at 
Pyle RFC by 49 points to 
28, Coy church 

Wanderers edged out 
Oldcastle ‘B’ 48-47 and 
Pheasant Gamekeepers 


managed a 42-all draw 
away to Cabo Roche. 

Here are your four-for- 
thought: 

1. Which Gilbert and 
Sullivan operetta has the 
alternative title ‘The 
Merry Man and his 
Maid’? 

2. To which actor was 
Carole Lombard married 
when she was killed in a 
plane crash in 1942? 

3. Which Neath 
winger toured with the 
1977 Lions to New 
Zealand and the 1980 
Lions to South Africa? 

4. After defeat in 
which battle in 1651 did 
Charles II flee to the con¬ 
tinent until his restora¬ 
tion in 1660? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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environment, conse¬ 
quently getting into trou¬ 
ble.” 

Those from G4S who 
instigated fundraising 
events include Steve 
Reynolds, a prison offi¬ 
cer and former Royal 
Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineer in 
the Army. 

He organised a spon¬ 
sored bike ride in July, 
along with his son 
Daniel. The pair spent 
months training hard to 
prepare for the marathon 
bike ride and covered a 
gruelling 617 miles 
through Wales. 

Senior operational 
manager Mike Clarke, 
together with Parc 
Prison’s catering depart¬ 
ment, saw a hive of 
activity over a week of 
military-themed fundrais¬ 
ing, which produced 
mouthwatering decora¬ 
tive cup cakes for sale. 

He promptly gave a sam¬ 
ple to the grateful team 
at Healing the Wounds! 

Boxing fanatic and 
operational manager 
Damian Winstone was 
touched by the tragic and 
untimely death on New 
Years Day this year of 
Lance Sergeant Daniel 
Collins, a sufferer of 
PTSD. 

Damian was the 
brains behind a brilliant 
fundraising boxing event 
held at Maesteg Town 
Hall recently. Alongside 
Damian helping to organ¬ 
ise the event were friends 
Matthew Twose and 
Chris Watson, and the 
three worked relentlessly 
to make the boxing 
evening a success. 

Fundraising and 
events coordinator Amie 
Phillips, of Healing the 


Pictured from 
LEFT to RIGHT: 
Carol Richards, 
co-founder of 
Healing the 
Wounds, Damian 
Winstone, Sarah 
Rowlands Ceri 
Jordan (both G4S) 
and Kevin Richards, 
co-founder of 
Healing the 
Wounds. 


Wounds, said: “Everyone 
at G4S in Parc Prison 
has gone that extra mile 
to help raise these funds, 
and have given a phe¬ 
nomenal amount of their 
free time to help. 

“All the team at 
Healing the Wounds 
would Tik e to thank 
everyone at G4S and all 
involved in raising funds, 
and for helping to make 
it possible for the charity 
to continue supporting 
our serving and ex-ser¬ 
vicemen and women suf¬ 
fering from PTSD.” 

Anyone wishing to 
fundraise for Healing the 
Wounds can contact: 
amie @ healingthe- 
wounds.co.uk, or can 
donate directly to 
Barclays: sorting code - 
20 84 41, account num¬ 
ber-90516929. 

If anyone is suffering 
from PTSD, they can 
call: 01656 786380 or 
07714 622328. 



CHILDREN from 
Bridgend have been 
getting in the 
Hallowe’en spirit at 
a special spooky 
disco with their 
local PCSOs. 

The disco was held 
at Westward 
Community Centre on 
Saturday evening 
(October 27), and saw 
more than 50 children 
donning their fangs 
and witches’ hats for 
some scary fun with 
PCSOs Christian 
Freeth, Heather 
Dobbs, Sara Edwards 
and Paul Galtry. 

The youngsters, 
aged between seven 
and 12 years, enjoyed 
party games such as 
musical statues and 
even a donut eating 
competition before the 
evening’s fancy dress 
winner was announced, 
and prizes for the best 
costumes were present¬ 
ed. 

Officers had been 
planning the event for 
several weeks, in con¬ 
junction with staff at 
the community centre 
and Safer Bridgend. 

Pupils from 
Llangewydd Junior 


School held a competi¬ 
tion to design a poster 
to advertise the disco 
in the area. 

The event was held 
as part of Operation 
Bang - a South Wales 
Police initiative to 
tackle anti-social 
behaviour and keep 
youngsters safe over 
the Halloween and 
Bonfire Night period. 

PCSO Christian 
Freeth from Bridgend 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team said: 
“We had a fantastic 
turn out for the disco 
and the kids thoroughly 
enjoyed the games and 
music. I want to thank 
the staff at the commu¬ 
nity centre for all their 
help and hard work. 

“We hope to hold 
more events like this in 
the future - it’s a great 
opportunity for us to 
meet families from our 
communities and dis¬ 
cuss any issues they 
may have. 

“It also gives par¬ 
ents a peace of mind 
that their kids are at a 
safe, organised event 
and not in danger or 
getting into mischief 
out on the streets. ” 


Tm Benico.... BUT YOU 

CAN CALL ME BENNY!’ 

“I’M Benico, but 
will answer to 
Benny! I’m a little 
shy, but with the 
right owner who will 
give me time to set¬ 
tle, I will become 
your best friend. 

“I would like a 
quiet home so I can 
be spoilt rotten all by 
myself. I have been 
at the centre now for 
seven long months. Please don’t let me be here any longer!” 

Contact Cats Protection, Bridgend Adoption Centre, Pant 
Hirwaun, Bryncethin, Bridgend, CF32 9UJ; telephone 01656 726 
621; email bridgend.manager @cats.org.uk. 





Samantha’s 
‘best of the 
best’ award 


A YOUNG care 
worker from 

Bridgend has been 
hailed ‘best of the 
best’ at Wales’ most 
prestigious care 

awards. 

At the Wales Care 
Awards, a ‘Spirit of Care’ 
award was given to mark 
exceptional achievement 
- and this year the gold 
was shared by joint win¬ 
ners. 

Bridgend’s Samantha 
Broom, 23, shared joint 
gold in the Spirit of Care, 
awarded by Barchester 
Healthcare, and was sil¬ 
ver winner in the ‘excep¬ 
tional newcomer,’ spon¬ 
sored by Barclays 
Corporate. 

The 10th anniversary 
Wales Care Awards, 
sponsored by Barclays 
Bank, are an ‘Oscar- 
style’ awards night for 
the care sector in Wales, 
run by Care Forum 
Wales. 

She received her 
award at a glittering 
black tie presentation 
night at Cardiff City 
Hall, when the 21 awards 
were presented by Welsh 
Assembly Government 
deputy minister for 
health and social servic¬ 
es, Gwenda Thomas. 

Samantha’s boss, Phil 
Batchelor, said: “The 
judges decided to make a 
‘best of the best’ award 
from all the categories 
and Samantha shared 
joint gold.” 

Samantha added: “It 
was a lovely evening, 
very grand from the start 
to finish. To win the 
Spirit of Care award as 
well was a little over¬ 
whelming. All my clients 
are very pleased for me.” 

As a youngster, 
Sammy, who originally 
comes from St. Albans, 
moved in with her grand¬ 
parents temporarily, 
while work was carried 
out on a loft conversion 
at her parents’ home, but 
never moved back! 

Her parents’ home was 
just down the road, but 
Sammy decided to stay 
and help her grandpar¬ 
ents, both of whom had 
worked in nursing pro¬ 
fessions. 

She attended Cardiff 
Metropolitan University 
where she took a degree 
in sports coaching, but 
even at university 
Sammy helped people, 
taking a friend’s grand¬ 
mother shopping or drop¬ 
ping deliveries off to an 
elderly neighbour. 

“I enjoyed visiting 
people and knowing I 
was helping them, so I 
thought I would look at 
the care sector,” she said. 

In September last year, 
Sammy joined Home 
Instead Senior Care in 
Cardiff, who specialise in 
providing quality care to 
older people in their own 
homes. 

’’What I liked about 
Home Instead was that 
you would have a small 
selection of clients that 
you would visit regularly 
and get to know. When 
you call it’s like a friend 
coming around, rather 
than a care giver,” said 



Samantha with her 

awards, which were 

presented at Cardiff 
City Hall 

Sammy. 

“I have just been pro¬ 
moted to care co-ordina- 
tor, so my role is to 
ensure clients are happy 
with their care, but I also 
continue to provide for 
care for four clients.” 

Sammy is now on her 
NVQ Level 3 in Health 
and Social care while 
doing courses on demen¬ 
tia and sensory impair¬ 
ment. 

One of her clients is a 
leading academic, struck 
by Alzheimer’s disease, 
who continues to enjoy 
his independence thanks 
to Samantha. 

In commending 
Sammy, her client’s 
daughter said: “It is 
refreshing to see a carer 
like Sammy, not only 
doing her job but offering 
that extra ‘X’ factor 
which makes her stand 
out so memorably. 

“My father is physi¬ 
cally fit and has a strong 
sense of intuition about 
people, despite his pro¬ 
gressing Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease. 

“Without prompting, 
Sammy compiled a list of 
places for dad to visit and 
factored in costs such as 
picnics, snack lunches, 
car park charges, mileage 
- so that my sister and I 
are able to keep a handle 
on expenses, while mak¬ 
ing sure dad has an inter¬ 
esting and fulfilling day 
out once or twice a week. 

“There is no doubt that 
our father’s quality of life 
is greatly enhanced by 
such a fantastic carer - 
whom my father refers to 
as a ‘colleague’ - the 
highest accolade, as my 
father used to be a uni¬ 
versity lecturer.” 

Mario Kreft MBE, the 
Chair of Care Forum 
Wales, said: “There can 
be no doubt that social 
care plays a vital role in 
supporting and enriching 
the lives of many in our 
communities. 

“An evening like this 
underlines the impor¬ 
tance of the social care 
sector. It is the glue that 
binds our communities 
together, both socially 
and economically. 

“There are more than 
150,000 people in Wales 
receiving social care and 
the sector employs more 
than 80,000 staff. 

“That’s equivalent to 
five per cent of the Welsh 
workforce.” 

The evening was com¬ 
pered by BBC newsread¬ 
er Lucy Owen, with con¬ 
tributions from talented 
mezzo-soprano, Sioned 
Terry. 
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The GEM is in partnership with 
the Dog’s Trust to find caring 
homes for animals in their charge 
at the Bridgend Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


4 % 


Patch and Benji are the best of buddies 
and are searching for a new home together. 


PATCH and Benji 
are looking for a 
home together. 

They came in to 
Dogs Trust when 
their owner sadly 
passed away. 

Patch is an eight- 
year-old Jack Russell 
Terrier who is a happy 
go lucky lad. He likes a 
fuss and a cuddle but 
also enjoys a really 
good run. 

He is a nice boy with 
a super personality, and 
is good with other dogs. 
Patch loves Benji and 
acts as his rock. 

Benji is a seven-year- 
old Shih Tzu who is a 
little worried at first, but 
once he knows you he is 
a real sweetie and loves 
a fuss and a cuddle. 

Benji is very affec¬ 
tionate and also enjoys 


his walks. He loves 
Patch and really checks 
in with him. They are 
good on the lead, good 
travellers, and are both 
housetrained. 

Patch and Benji’s 
ideal home would be a 
semi-retired couple who 
enjoy their walks. 


Lib-Dem 

surgery 

WELSH Lib-Dem 
AM for South Wales 
West, Peter Black, 
will be holding an 
advice surgery 
tomorrow (Friday, 
November 9) in 
Maesteg Library 
from 2pm-3pm. No 
appointment is nec¬ 
essary. 


GOLFER ELAINE 
TEES OFF TO AID 
LUNG CHARITY 


Colwinston school pupils get 
practical to help local wildlife 


Patch and Benji 


LEFT: 

Chris 

Mulholland 
and Elaine 
Worrall 
(right). 


ELAINE 

WORRALL, a sen¬ 
ior respiratory 
nurse at Royal 
Glamorgan hospi¬ 
tal, and ladies club 
captain at St 
Mary’s golf club in 
Pencoed, has 
helped raise £943 
for the British 
Lung Foundation 
(BLF). 

The BLF has bene¬ 
fited from her dedica¬ 
tion to people with 
lung disease, both on 
the wards of Royal 
Glamorgan Hospital, 
and on the greens at 
Pencoed golf course. 

She commented: “I 
am amazed how quick¬ 
ly my year as lady cap¬ 
tain of St Mary’s has 
passed. 

“Last year, I had no 
hesitation as to what 
charity to choose. I am 
a ward sister on a res¬ 
piratory ward and am 
faced daily with the 
challenges of caring 
for patients with 
chronic lung condi¬ 
tions which can be 
quite debilitating. 

“These patients 
require considerable 
support and reassur¬ 
ance and look to chari¬ 
ties like the British 


Lung Foundation for 
this help. 

“St Mary’s ladies 
section is relatively 
small in comparison to 
other clubs in the area 
but we are a friendly 
group of ladies whose 
generosity is over¬ 
whelming. In my year 
we have had a coffee 
morning, a Christmas 
bazaar and held other 
events. 

“The money raised 
this year was a stag¬ 
gering £943. 

“I would like to 
thank the members of 
St Mary’s Golf Club in 
Pencoed, my staff on 
my ward, and the 
British Lung 
Foundation (Wales) 
for being so supportive 
in enabling my year to 
run so smoothly,” she 
added. 

Chris Mulholland, 


Head of BLF Wales 
said: “The money that 
our supporters donate 
makes a real differ¬ 
ence for people in 
Wales with lung condi¬ 
tions. 

“For example, for 
many people in Wales, 
our helpline is a life¬ 
line. The same goes for 
our Breathe Easy 
groups. And medical 
research is vital in 
helping us understand 
lung diseases, and 
develop new treat¬ 
ments. 

“None of this would 
be possible without the 
generosity of our sup¬ 
porters. I’d like to say 
a heartfelt thank you 
to Elaine, who has put 
in a fantastic effort, so 
that we are able to 
continue our work in 
supporting people 
across Wales.” 


ABOVE: Some of the bird feeders 
that were made by the pupils. 


ABOVE: Pupils with a mini compost bin. 


ABOVE: “Let’s try 
doing it this way...” 


Dog(s) of 
the week: 


ABOVE: Getting busy with a drill. 


ON Friday, October 
26, children and 
teachers at St 
David’s Church in 
Wales Primary, 
Colwinston, all 
dressed in green to 
show support for 
’Go Green Day’, 
which aims to help 
protect an area of 
rainforest the size 
of Wales. 

During the day, a total 
of £65 was collected, 
and this will go towards 
saving rainforest in 
Africa and South 
America. Thank you to 
all who donated! 

The children carried 
out a range of eco activi¬ 
ties, including planting 
flowers in recycled tins, 
creating posters to pro¬ 
mote energy saving and 
creating mini compost 
bins. 

Children in years 5 
and 6 also supported the 
‘Wild Weekend for 
Wales’ as they made bird 
feeders, to encourage 
more birds into the 
school grounds. 

They practised saw¬ 
ing, sanding and drilling 
wood, hammering nails 
and ended up with a 
range of bird feeders that 
were absolutely brilliant! 

An enjoyable day was 
had by all\ LR 


n- 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then we've got something for you to smile about 


• Regan your faces 
natural contours 

• Loo* years younger 

• Enjoy eating agan 

• Smile vtith conscience 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceiienoeco.uk 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

Local dtniiic care 


Local dwnuK earn 

W—i»d 


54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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Double Paralympic medallist 
drops in on old Scout Group to 
answer questions on his success 



ABOVE: Double Paralympic medallist Aled Sion Davies dropped in on his old Scout Group 
to answer questions on his Games experience and his time as a Brackla Scout. 


THE Cubs and Scouts of the 
2nd Bridgend (Brackla) Scout 
Group had a special visitor at 
their Troop Night recently - 
double medal winner at the 
London Paralympics, Aled 
Sion Davies, a former Scout. 

Aled came along to answer ques¬ 
tions from the current members of his 
old group. 

He was bom in Bridgend in 1991 
with hemimelia of the right leg. From 
a young age he enjoyed sports, repre¬ 
senting Wales as a child at swimming. 

In 2006, Aled switched to athletics, 
deciding to commit to the shot putt 
and discus. He made his mark at the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games after 
winning his first Paralympic medal 
on day two of the competition - a 
bronze in the F42/44 shot putt with a 
distance of 13.78m. 

He then went on to win gold in the 
F42 discus in front of a packed crowd 
at the Olympic Stadium with a win¬ 
ning throw of 46.14m. 

The Scouts quizzed him on topics 
such as who inspired him, what Scout 


badges he had achieved and if there 
was a hot tub in his room in the 
Olympic Village! Many of the Scouts 
asked him questions in Welsh and 
being a fluent Welsh speaker he 
answered them in Welsh and then 
translated into English for the benefit 
of the rest of the group. 

Aled spent nearly an hour answer¬ 
ing questions about his recent suc¬ 
cesses and his time in Scouts. He 
posed for pictures with the Cubs, 
Scouts and leaders and said he hoped 
that the Olympics and Paralympics 
had inspired some of them to have a 
go at sport. 

Pete Richards, Scout leader, and 
Maggie Richards, Cub Scout leader, 
remember his time with them as both 
a Scout and Explorer Scout. He had 
achieved his Platinum Chief Scout 
Award and his Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, but mostly he enjoyed the 
outdoor activities. 

PETE RICHARDS 

Group Scout leader 


It’s a VIP day out for young 
police competition winners! 



ABOVE: The competition winners meet police mascot ‘Billy Blue’. 

Mike Shears said: 
“The standard of entries 
was very high and it 
was a tough challenge 
to pick the winners.” 

The winners were: 
Arwen McNamara, 
seven, from Maesteg, 
Sarah Jones, six, from 
Maerdy, Brooke Silver, 
11, from Pencoed, Ellie 
Richards, nine, and 
Ffion Rajkumar, seven, 
who were both entered 
through the Salvation 
Army Kids’ Club in 
Cardiff 

A police spokes¬ 
woman said: “They 
were all thrilled with 
their visit. As well as 
having a tour of the 
museum, where they 
tried on lots of different 
police hats, they all 
received a commemora¬ 
tive certificate to mark 
their success. 

“All of the parents 
were very grateful that 
South Wales Police 
recognised the winners 
in such a ‘wonderful 
and well-organised 
manner’.” 

The volunteers for 
the Kids Club said: “We 
didn’t realise how good 
the visit would be. 

“No matter how old 
you are, it’s great to see 
the pictures and have 
such an achievement 
recognised in this way.” 


FIVE young win¬ 
ners of a special 
competition run by 
South Wales Police, 
were VIPs for a 
day at police head¬ 
quarters in 
Bridgend recently. 


The visit was a prize 
for winning the Billy 
Blue Olympic colouring 
competition, and the 
winners were invited to 
a VIP day! 

They visited the 
Police Museum, took a 
ride in a police car (and 
tried out the siren) and 


then called in at the dog 
and mounted section. 

More than 100 
entries were received 
and the competition 
was judged by South 
Wales Police Olympic 
torch-bearers Mike 
Shears and Phil 
Richards. 


WinterWeddings 

Special Offer!!! 

50% Off Tylers Cabin Room Hire 
on selected dates between 
November 2012 - March 2013 

Ideal choice for your 
Winter Wedding! 

>cnah subtler to a* jiljbihrv 
Terms end (onJituNH 

m 




A G ADAMS & SON 

Funeral Directors — 


Proudly serving the communities o4 Berry U The Me for orcr 100 years 




My da 

-himself with people . .1 

he could trust. I wasn't 
gointft?3WdfuI^THdT ~ 
for.arwtbioo, ^specially J 
for hisnineral. 

■•• l * ■Tr - ■ 


At A G Ackirm 6c Son. we understand that you want to give the 
one you love the best possible send off. So we listen to your need 
and create a service that will best reflect their life, ensuring ever 
detail is carried out the way you would like. It's just one of the 
reasons why people trust us to look after their loved one. 


Gladstone Road. Borry, CF62 8NA | 01446 735128 


www.oyadom5fwneroldifector5.co.uk 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


Frights ‘n’ fun for foster families 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. ► 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil^ Gas, Boiler 
and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 




M 



OPEN:! 

8am 
’til 5pm I 


I + ~ J ^ aifcg ****** 


Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk • m 


^^9^Val^Busines^Park^lando^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^ 


FOSTER families 
in Bridgend county 
borough enjoyed 
an evening of 
scares and cares at 
a special Halloween 
party organised to 
thank them for the 
vital role that they 
play in changing 
the lives of vulnera¬ 
ble children. 

The event, which 
took place at the 
Brewery Field, was 
designed to coincide 
with ‘Sons and 
Daughters Week’, a 
nationwide campaign 
run by the Fostering 
Network. 

Organised by 
Bridgend Foster Care, it 
acknowledged the fact 
that it is often entire 
families who foster chil¬ 
dren, not just the par¬ 
ents. 

As many foster carers 
already have children of 
their own, they are often 
required to share their 
homes, toys and, above 
all, their parents with 
fostered young people, 
and may also have to 
cope with behaviour that 
can sometimes be diffi¬ 
cult or challenging as a 
result. 

Research has shown 
that the relationship 
between the sons and 
daughters of foster car¬ 
ers and fostered children 
in their home can make 
or break a placement - 
but it is also important 
for sons and daughters 
to be able to air their 



TOP to BOTTOM: Leader of BCBC, Court Mel Nott; cabinet member 
for children and young people, Coun Huw David; Mayor of Bridgend 
County Borough, Coun Marlene Thomas; Mayor ’s consort, 
George Davies; and sons and daughters of BCBC’s foster carers. 


opinions and feel valued 
for the roles that they 
play. 

Many sons and 
daughters who have 
been interviewed by the 
Fostering Network say 
that being part of a fos¬ 
ter family has had a pos¬ 
itive impact upon them, 
and has helped them to 
understand others better. 

Fourteen-year-old 
Megan Cockram is the 
daughter of foster car¬ 
ers. She said: “My mum 
and dad have been fos¬ 
tering for 10 years, so I 
was only four when they 
decided to foster. I find 
fostering extremely 


rewarding, enjoyable, 
and fun at times. I really 
can’t imagine my life 
without fostering now.” 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “The event was 
organised by the foster¬ 
ing team to show sons, 
daughters and the whole 
family that we appreci¬ 
ate everything that they 
do. 

“Being part of a fos¬ 
tering family is a big 
change, so we want our 
foster families to feel 
that they receive the 
support they deserve. 

“Each year, we 


acknowledge the vital 
role that the sons and 
daughters of foster car¬ 
ers play within foster 
families. Fostering has a 
huge impact on the 
whole household, and it 
is essential that they are 
recognised and celebrat¬ 
ed for their invaluable 
contributions. 

“To demonstrate this, 
we are consulting with 
sons and daughters to 
find out what activities 
they would like 
Bridgend Foster Care to 
provide throughout the 
year, and the results will 
shape our activities for 
2013.” 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

TnanCi 


A family business with vast experience 
in the replacement door 
and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops 
and new appliances 
and sinks. 



DOOR I 
DOCTOR 


CESS,ms, CESS COST 


Tke Door Doctor 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

ywrw.d^tn'-docJtrr.co.cLk. 
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Pop in and meet your new neighbours. 

Woitrof* in Cowbridg* if now op«n. 


Galwch heibio i gwrdd a'ch cymdogion newydd. 

Mot Woitros# y Bont fo«n w#di oqor 

Waitrose 
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£349 



ge Street Furnishers 
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Charlie’s family are 
‘thrilled’ as life-saving 
medics are honoured 


A BRIDGEND 
family have high¬ 
lighted the work of 
maternity services 
after a medic per¬ 
formed foetal sur¬ 
gery to save the life 
of their baby. 

Two-year-old Charlie 
Howells from Coity in 
Bridgend owes his life to 
“miracle workers” at 
King’s College Hospital 
in London, after the care 
they gave him and his 
mum, Lucy, following a 
fraught pregnancy and 
birth. 

Now, the team who 
helped Charlie make it 
into the world have been 
awarded the national 
MUM (Maternity Unit 
Miracles) commended 
award. 

Under the care of the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital in Bridgend, 


Lucy (36) and 3 3-year- 
old Richard Howells 
were given the devastat¬ 
ing news that that their 
unborn child had the 
life-threatening condi¬ 
tion, Congenital 

Diaphragmatic Hernia 
(CDH). 

As a couple, they then 
faced the most difficult 
decision of their lives - 
whether or not to go 
ahead with pioneering 
foetal surgery offered to 
unborn babies with 
CDH. 

The chances of their 
baby surviving the sur¬ 
gery were 50-50, but 
without it, he would 
almost certainly die. 

The couple decided to 
put their faith in King’s 
College Hospital and 
agreed to the ground¬ 
breaking surgery being 
performed by Professor 
Kypros Nicolaides. 



Cancer Research 
puts out a call 
for old jewellery 

Cancer Research UK has raised hundreds 
of pounds over the past few years from 
recycled jewellery, and is calling on local 
residents to keep donating. 

A spokesperson said: “We have a stall at a local 
farmers ’ market every month, as well as our vari¬ 
ous local fundraising events. Every penny raised is 
a step forward. ” 

Ring Diane Jones on 01446 784762 or Sue 
Sharp on 01446 773670for more information. 



“A warm and homely 
environment for young adults 
with learning disabilities and/or 
a mental health diagnosis” 

NEW SENSORY ROOM 

Following the continued success of our 
residential and day services we have 
launched our “state of the art” self-contained 
sensory and music therapy room. 

• Individual session programmes with 
people of all ages. 

• Group sessions for Schools, 

Community Houses & Day Centres. 

• Sensory Room also available for rental. 

For details/bookings please contact 
Kay on 075! or 

Jo on 07590 893964 


ABOVE: Lucy and Richard Howells, 
with two-year-old Charlie. 

Two years on, Lucy midwives and nurses at 
King’s College Hospital 
for a MUM award. 

Dr Leonie Penna, 
consultant in obstetrics 
and foetal medicine at 
King’s, and clinical 
director for women’s 
services, said: “We are 
always delighted to 
receive positive feed¬ 
back from our patients. 


Howells, a nurse at 
local GP practice, said: 
“There are so many peo¬ 
ple I would like to thank 
for Charlie’s life - but 
the list is too long! 

“From the specialist 
surgeon who performed 
Charlie’s life-saving 
foetal surgery, Professor 
Nicolaides, to the many 
doctors, nurses and mid¬ 
wives who all played an 
important part in 
Charlie’s journey into 
this world - we are both 
so grateful. 

“Babies diagnosed 
with CDH only have a 
50 per cent chance of 
survival after undergo¬ 
ing foetal surgery and 
Charlie was one of the 
lucky ones, and for that, 
we thank the entire team 
at King’s College 
Hospital. 

“We are also incredi¬ 
bly grateful to the team 
at Ronald McDonald 
House Camberwell, who 
gave us so much emo¬ 
tional support and a 
‘home away from home’ 
when we needed it the 
most.” 

As a result of Lucy 
and Richard’s experi¬ 
ence, Ronald McDonald 
House Charities, an 
independent charity 
which provides free 
accommodation at hos¬ 
pitals and hospices 
across the UK, nominat¬ 
ed the deserving team of 
consultants, obstetri¬ 
cians, anaesthetists, 


“It is really nice when 
women or their relatives 
take time out of their day 
to praise staff, or nomi¬ 
nate us for awards. We 
are delighted that King’s 
have been recognised by 
the MUM Awards. 

“The Howells’ story 
highlights the services 
we offer here at King’s, 
and the number of peo¬ 
ple from different teams 
who come together to 
help provide life-saving 
care. 

“The support and free 
‘home away from home’ 
accommodation provid¬ 
ed by Ronald McDonald 
House Charities is also 
invaluable to some of 
the patients we see. 

“Charlie is doing real¬ 
ly well, and we wish him 
and his family all the 
best for the future.” 

Charlie and his par¬ 
ents travelled to London 
from their home in 
Bridgend, courtesy of 
Great Western Rail, and 
joined the award win¬ 
ning maternity team for 
a fun-packed lunch, 
together with Cha Cha, 
the resident frog at 
London’s Rainforest 
Cafe, on November 6. 


SOUTH WALES’ 

11 

LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 

MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

01656 659274 
01446 439214 




QUAD BIKE 
IS STOLEN 



ABOVE: The stolen emergency quad bike. 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

Mr Bluck added: “It 
costs the club thousands 
of pounds each year to 
run, maintain and insure 
our rescue equipment, 
and to be targeted by 
thieves in this way is 
heartbreaking. 

“From a policing 
point of view, I would 
ask people to report 
anything suspicious 
they may have noticed 
in the Rest Bay area on 
Tuesday, October 30. 

“If you noticed peo¬ 
ple in the area, a van or 
vehicle with a trailer at 
the rear of the lifeguard 
station at around 
7.13pm, please pass the 
information to South 
Wales Police on 101. 

“Rest Bay Lifeguard 
Club plans to launch an 
appeal to raise funds to 
replace the stolen rescue 
quad bike. 

If you are interested 
in making a donation, 


you can contact the club 
by email: info@rest- 
baylifeguards.org.uk or: 
facebook. comJrestbay, 
or via Twitter: 
twitter, com/rest._bay_lg. 



Head girl Katy Seldom, senior prefect Simmi Patel and school chef John 
Cassidy show the crowds at Cowbridge Food Festival how it’s done. 


YOUNG CHEFS 
DEMONSTRATE 
THEIR SKILL AT 
FOOD FESTIVAL 


BUDDING young 
chefs from a 
Porthcawl school 
shared their culi¬ 
nary expertise at 
this year’s 
Cowbridge Food 
Festival. 

St Clare’s was invited 
to provide a cooking 
demonstration at the 
festival to prepare foods 
that would appeal to 
children and teenagers. 

Under chef John 
Cassidy, from the 
school’s caterers, 
Thomas Franks, an 
audience of hungry fes- 
tivalgoers of all ages 
were led through the 
steps in making salmon 
and spinach pasta, while 
head girl Katy Seldon 
and senior prefect 
Simmi Patel made some 
delicious bread from 
scratch. 

The audience was 
then invited to feast on 
a variety of tasters 
including cherry flap- 
jacks, apricot finger 
slices and chocolate and 
beetroot brownies, for 
which recipe cards were 
also given out. 

Head boy Elliott 
Jacobs (17) said: “We 
wanted to cook food 
that would work for 
young people. Making 
healthy cakes is a great 
way to make cooking 
fun from an early age. 


Big Lottery 
Fund grants 


FOUR local chari¬ 
ties are among 75 
community-based 
projects sharing in 
£269,968 awarded 
under the latest 
round of the Big 
Lottery Fund’s 
Awards for All 
small grants pro¬ 
gramme. 

The Bridge 

Mentoring Plus Scheme 
in Bridgend (£2,881), 
Sully U3A (£2,092), 
Elfed Avenue United 
Church (£2,070), and 


Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre 
Limited in Barry 
(£4,425) were the lucky 
recipients. 

Gareth Williams, 
Awards for All funding 
manager said: “Awards 
for All is having a posi¬ 
tive impact throughout 
Wales. Money is helping 
to establish groups, 
societies and clubs, pro¬ 
moting learning, 
increasing volunteering 
opportunities and help¬ 
ing to build stronger 
communities.” 


“The pasta is a 
wholesome example of 
something that provides 
energy needed to keep 
up concentration in the 
afternoons. 


“We’re so used to 
buying bread in a packet 
that it’s great to learn 
the skill to be able to 
make it yourself.” 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

«• «t ## Tl' * 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


ndependent Advice 

• 30 day Free trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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ELECTION FOR POLICE COMMISSIONER 

Candidate blasts 
Government over 
publicity ‘failure’ 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


A CANDIDATE for 
the post of Police 
Commissioner for 
south Wales has 
attacked the UK 
Government for 
failing to give 
enough publicity to 
candidates and 
issues in the run-up 
to the election. 

A week today 

(Thursday, November 
15) voters throughout 
south Wales will have 
the chance to vote for a 
Police Commissioner for 
the south Wales area. 

The commissioner 
will replace the South 
Wales Police Authority 
on November 22, and 
will cover Bridgend, the 


Vale, Cardiff, Merthyr, 
Neath Port Talbot, 
Rhondda Cynon Taf and 
Swansea. 

However, Mike 
Baker, who is standing 
as an independent, says 
that voters will go to cast 
their votes without 
receiving adequate pub¬ 
licity. 

He told The GEM: “I 
have travelled extensive¬ 
ly in my efforts to get my 
message to all parts of 
south Wales, and I apolo¬ 
gise to anyone who has 
not received one of my 
leaflets, or had the 
chance to speak to me. 

“The cost of covering 
all of south Wales has 


been very expensive, 
though leaflets have 
been sent to 500,000 
homes in an effort to 
communicate. 

“The Government has 
failed dramatically to let 
the people know in good 
time about this election. 

“ We also hear that the 
election booklet that was 
to be sent to many homes 
in Wales was not written 
in Welsh, and this has 
cost in the region of 
£350,000, money that 
could have been spent 
sending candidate 
leaflets with the booklet 
to allow the public to 
make informed deci¬ 
sions. 


“If you have not yet 
received a leaflet and 
would like to do so 
please contact me at 
mikeforcommissioner@ g 
mail.com and I will send 
one by return.” 


THE CANDIDATES: 

• Mike 

Baker, 

Independent. 


• Caroline 

Yvonne 

Jones, 

Welsh 

Conservative Party. 

• Alun 

Edward 


Michael, Labour Party 
Candidate. 

• Tony Verderame, 
Independent. 

For more information 
on the candidates, and to 
read their personal 
statements, visit 

www.choosemypcc.org.u 
k/ 


Cemetery Approach - future 
to be decided by local people 


RESIDENTS in the Vale 
have taken part in a con¬ 
sultation on the future of 
land at Cemetery Approach 
in Barry. 

The Vale Council is now look¬ 
ing at how it can deliver an open 
community garden and allot¬ 
ments - the most popular 
options chosen by local people. 

Talking about the consulta¬ 
tion, the Leader of the council, 
Coun Neil Moore, said: “I’d like 
to thank all the residents who 
took the time to tell us their pref¬ 
erence for the future of the land, 
at Cemetery Approach. 

“This is the first of several 
consultations that we have 
planned. 

“We will soon be consulting 
on the future of the former St 
Paul’s Church in Penarth and 
the former St Cyres School site 
in Dinas Powys, and your views 
would be welcome on these 
issues, too. 

“Inevitably, there will always 
be some issues where we will be 
restricted by budgets or legisla¬ 
tion, and I am acutely aware 
that we cannot please all of the 


people all of the time, but we 
will endeavour to take a decision 
that will be reasoned, logical 
and where the reasons for that 
decision are clear. ” 

During August and September, 
the council asked Vale residents 
what should be done with the 
two parcels of land at Cemetery 
Approach. 

This was the final stage of a 
consultation project that began 
in March. 

Residents were asked to cast a 
vote on what they wished to see 
at the site. 

They were given the following 
options: allotments (potentially 
including a community shop or 
cafe), a play area, an open com¬ 
munity space (featuring flower 
beds and benches), further ceme¬ 
tery facilities, parking facilities, 
an educational facility for local 
primary schools or an ecological 
or bio diversity garden. 

Residents were also given the 
opportunity to suggest another 
option if they felt those offered 
were not suitable. 

All Vale residents were able to 
cast a vote as part of the consul¬ 
tation; either on the council’s 


website or over the phone 
through the council’s CIV con¬ 
tact centre. 

There were 178 responses to 
the survey; 138 were returned by 
post and 40 were submitted 
online. 

There were two options that 
were significantly more popular 
-31 per cent of respondents 
voted for an open community 
garden and 25 per cent of 
respondents voted for allotments. 

As well as being asked to vote 
for a future option for the site, 
residents were also asked 
whether they would consider 
volunteering to help run or 
maintain any future development 
- 34 per cent of respondents 
answered that they would. 

On September 24, the council 
cabinet received the findings of 
the report and those members 
present accepted the findings. 

Visible Services are to set out 
a plan for how the outcome 
desired by residents could be 
delivered. 

The officers responsible will 
present their plans to a 
December meeting of the cabi¬ 
net. 



tlfUP STUDIO 

Come and join us to get the latest 
hair trends at great prices 

Stacey would like to 1 F 
give Kirsty, our new W 

super stylist, a huge 
welcome to the team. 

Kirsty’s hair services 
are being offered 
at 20% discount. 


Redken Christmas packs 
also now available at 20% 

. 

discount 

esses 

^20%\ 

EXCLUSIVE 

DISCOUNT 

Coast Hair Studio 
The Old Post Office 
Ewenny Road 
St Brides Major 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF32 OSB 

01656 880 724 

Hurry! This great offer with 
Kirsty ends at Christmas 


1 NOW 

V JBl open 

.J FREE 

TlQjfcS Local delivery 

_. throughout 

r lowers November 



Local proprietor Kath Woodman 
extends a warm welcome... 

• High quality floral goods 

• Weddings, funerals and corporate 
occasions • Local delivery 

• iflorist national & international service 

Ewenny Road, ST BRIDES MAJOR CF32 OSB 

01656 880526 

www.stbridesflowers.com 




How berries can make your 
garden a friend to the birds 


HANNAH STEPHENSON offers tips on the best plants to grow for berries 
which will not only add colour to your garden, but attract birds as well. 


G ardeners 

should be 
continuing 
to refill their bird- 
feeders and baths 
during the cooler 
months, when the 
birds really need 
them, but it’s worth 
looking at some 
‘berried treasures’ 
to plant in borders 
as well. 

Indeed, with some 
plants, such as pemettya 
and snowberry, the 
berries are the main 


attraction, as their flow¬ 
ers are small and 
insignificant. 

Don’t just think of red 
when you consider 
adding a shrub with 
berries to your garden. 
Their colours range from 
white to black and most 
colours in between. 

As they contain the 
reproductive part of the 
plant, berries are perfect 
for increasing your stock 
of plants. 

The birds have a habit 
of helping with propaga¬ 
tion, by spreading seeds 
all over the garden. 



Cleaning Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 

★ One-Off Cleans/Weekly/Monthly 

★ No job too small 

★ Superb service/reasonable price 

★ Carpet cleaning service 

Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 


Also, there are quite a 
few trees which will pro¬ 
vide birds with food 
throughout the autumn 
and winter months. 

The rowan tree, 
mountain ash and white- 
beam, which all belong 
to the genus Sorbus, 
carry abundant crops of 
berries from autumn 
onwards and provide 
some fantastic autumn 
leaf colour as well. 

The golden-berried 
rowan, Sorbus ‘Joseph 
Rock’, provides both 
colour for gardeners and 
food for blackbirds with 
its abundant berry crop. 

For the best of both 
worlds, plant a Sorbus 
sargentiana, which has 
pinnate leaves which 
turn brilliant red in 
autumn, large sticky red 
buds in winter and huge 
clusters of white flow¬ 
ers, followed by bright 
red berries for the birds. 

Another good garden 
stalwart that provides 
masses of fruit is the 
herringbone cotoneaster, 
with its dense tapestry of 
branches and small, 
glossy leaves, also pro¬ 
viding good nesting sites 
for small birds - and 
homes to many of the 
insects on which they 
feed. 

It’s a compact, decid¬ 
uous species bearing 


Trite centre! el vow eeergv and nrotect rained 
_ tremniiweriecmctty price rtsesl 




Rihotnal 


B 

_ . ■ , _ „ _ 

Mtctrlcity 4 §4$ prkd Hhi CNm Iis 

la tisfal a tolar eriecIrtrNy sycctnm 


Established Solar PV Installers since 2005. 

Proud to be Welsh owned and operated from Pontyclun. 

• Systems installed 
from £3,999 

• Homes 

• Businesses 

• Farmers & 
landowners 


We also offer: 



> New generation 
LED lighting 
• Commercial and 
Domestic Electrical 
Installation Services 


^elltec 

/ 7Tv StafcrEfectric 


SdarOcctricfr) Lid 


Tel: 01443 223366 
Elltec Solar Electricity Ltd, Cambrian Industrial Estate, Pontyclun, 
South Wales, CF72 9EW. 

Email: sales@elltecsolar.co.uk www.elltecsolar.co.uk 

As recommended on 


+- 


H — 

and Which? Local 



pinkish white flowers, 
followed by bright red 
berries and reaches a 
maximum height of 
around 1.5m (5ft) and is 
particularly suitable for 
training against a sunny 
wall. 

If you prefer orange 
berries, go for the semi¬ 
evergreen C. simonsii, 
which grows a little 
taller and produces a 
new set of leaves in mid¬ 
autumn which may last 
until spring. 

Of course, no berry- 
rich garden should be 
without at least two vari¬ 
eties of holly, as they 
need a male and a 
female to pollinate. 

An abundant crop of 
scarlet or yellow autumn 
berries should appear as 
long as a male form of 
holly is planted near to 
every three to five 
female plants. 

Often persisting 
through most of the win¬ 
ter, the fruits provide 
vital cold-weather food 
for many types of song¬ 
bird, while deciduous 
forms with persistent 
bright red fruits include 
‘Sparkleberry’ and Ilex 
verticillata ‘Winter Red’, 
with its dark green, 
toothed foliage. 

Birds aren’t interested 
in all berries, which is 
just as well, because if 
you only plant their 
favourites, you may 
have little colour left by 
Christmas. 

So plant some speci¬ 
mens which the birds 
will leave alone, such as 
Skimmia, Aucuba and 
the guelder rose 
(Viburnum opulus), 
which tend to be their 
least favourites. 

Ivy berries, which 
usually ripen later in the 
winter when food is 
scarce, are extremely 
valuable to birds, while 
crab apples are also 
appreciated in winter. 

When considering 
your food supply for the 
birds, remember that 
fruiting wall shrubs 
including pyracantha and 
flowering quince will 
need to be pruned after 
flowering each year to 
keep them close to the 
wall. 

You may lose a few 
young berries, but the 
rest will ripen better and 
the shrub will look 
neater if it doesn’t out¬ 
grow its space. 

Best of the bunch - 
Hedgehog rose (Rosa 
rugosa) 

This is another stal¬ 
wart for wildlife, as the 
red hips which appear in 
autumn provide much- 
needed food for birds. 
And it’s a great survivor, 
withstanding neglect and 
harsh treatment and 
coming back year after 
year. 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 15) 
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Put your garden 
on the right track! 


G arden guru 

Hannah 
Stephenson 
advises on things to do 
in the garden at this 
time of year. 

• Rake and scarify 
lawns to remove thatch, 
moss and other debris. 

• Finish picking 
ripened marrows and 
bring them in for winter 
storage. 

• Pick off yellowing 
leaves of Brussels 
sprouts and harvest them 
when large enough. 

• Collect plant sup¬ 
ports and canes to store 
for winter. 

Three ways to save 
space through design. 

1. Used raised beds, 


area. Their retaining 
walls can double as 
built-in seating. 

2. Incorporate storage 
alongside or underneath 
a built-in barbecue. 

3. Design overhead 
beams, covered in 
climbers, to frame a pot¬ 
ting bench that doubles 
as a tool store. 

Tidy the 

asparagus bed. 

Your tasty asparagus 
spears, harvested from 
April to June, may seem 
many moons away now, 
but if you want a better 
crop for next year, it’s 
time to tidy up the bed - 
and it should only take a 
few minutes. 

The asparagus ferns 
turn yellow as they die 


which maximise planting down and need to be cut 



Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
$ 07739 389578 


Tools for hire 
and for sale 


H ere at 
R & T, we 
don’t only 
offer a wide range 
of tool and plant 
items to hire. 

We supply and 
deliver bottled gas for 
heating and cooking, 
as well as for industri¬ 
al and welding use. 

We also stock a 
large selection of hard¬ 
ware, ironmongery 


and tools, ranging 
from sledge hammers 
and log splitters to 
socket sets, angle 
grinders and drills. 

Come to our store on 
the Vale Business Park, 
Llandow and see our 
great Christmas gift 
selections, including 
items from Dewalt 
Bahco, Britool, Stanley 
and Black Decker, as 
well as our fine range 
of Sealey products. 


off at ground level to 
make space for next 
year’s crop. 

Also, remove weeds 
from the bed, as aspara¬ 
gus does not like compe¬ 
tition, and mulch the soil 
generously with well- 
rotted organic matter. 

Anyone growing 
asparagus will under¬ 
stand how much space it 
needs. It’s a shallow- 
rooted perennial crop 
which doesn’t like dis¬ 
turbance and occupies 
the ground full-time, and 
it takes a couple of years 
to settle in. 

However, despite the 
fact that you can’t pick 
much for the first three 
years, once established it 
won’t often let you 
down. 

If you do get thin 
spears, it’s generally 
down to weak plants that 
have been harvested too 
early, cut too heavily in 
previous years or not fed 
sufficiently. 


Autumn 

garden 

CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 14 

Derived from the 
Japanese rose, it has 
upright, thorny stems 
and repeat-flowers, pro¬ 
ducing fragrant magenta 
or white blooms with a 
centre of yellow sta¬ 
mens, followed by 
large, tomato-like hips. 

Hedgehog roses will 
grow in any fertile, 
moist but well-drained 
soil in sun or partial 
shade. Every three to 
four years, cut out one 
or two old shoots to the 
ground in winter. 

If the shape is 
becoming untidy, way¬ 
ward shoots can be 
shortened at any time. 



Tool & Plant Hire 


Also available to hire: Cement Mixers, Wacker Plates 
& Scaffolding. Strimmers, Mowers & Hedge Trimmers. 
Demolition Hammers & Drills. 

Our other services include suppliers of bottled gas. 







SEALEY 


★ Sealey power tools ★ Air Liquide industrial gases to rent or buy. 
Friendly Service & Advice 

Unit 20, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
Tel. 01446 771999 or 774056 www.randt.co.uk 


Future 

Windows 

No job is 
too small 

We would like to 
take this opportunity 
to introduce Future 
Window Solutions. 
As a company, we 
have been offering 
home improvement 
and building servic¬ 
es to both commer¬ 
cial and residential 
clients for many 
years. 

We are a family-run 
company and have 
grown from strength to 
strength with commit¬ 
ment and good cus¬ 
tomer service being our 
priority. 

Future Window 
Solutions are members 
of Network Veka, who 
are an independent 
nationwide organisa¬ 
tion set up to give our 
customers peace of 
mind. 

We have the backing 
of a national trade 
organisation which 
constantly monitors our 
performance to ensure 
we maintain high stan¬ 
dards of workmanship. 

It is a requirement 
for our continued mem¬ 
bership and to ensure 
all our work and prod¬ 
ucts meet the required 
standards set by the 
Government’s building 
regulations. 

Our on-going con¬ 
tracts to name a few, 
consist of domestic 
property; Ashgrove 
School, Penarth; 
Mynydd Cynfig School, 
Bridgend; Barclays 
Bank branches; Dwr 
Cymru; Youth 
Offenders’ Centre; car 
showrooms; local 
estate agencies and 
local authorities. 

We supply all types 
of building work, proj¬ 
ect managed from plan¬ 
ning through to com¬ 
pletion 

We supply and install 
high quality Veka PVC- 
u windows, doors, sash, 
bi-folds etc, conserva¬ 
tories, orangeries, 
garage conversions, 
energy efficient prod¬ 
ucts as standard. 

REPAIR SERVICE 

No job is too small - 
we take great pride in 
knowing that the 
majority of our 
enquiries come via rec¬ 
ommendation, and we 
like to think our high 
standards will continue 
to encourage this. 

Be assured that all 
tenders and enquiries 
will have our full co¬ 
operation and full 
attention at all times. 

Please do not hesi¬ 
tate to contact us 
should you require any 
further information. 

Craig Harewood, 

Proprietor. 


I New November Deals ; 
now on ONLY with 
Future Window 
Solutions 

• Not just a window company! j 

• For your all year round home • 

• improvements • 


I 


PVC-U Doors: From £450 Fitted 
Composite Doors: From £750 Fitted 

All doors are Secured By Design giving you 
extra security and peace of mind. 

These are just a few of the benefits. 

We offer all our customers full 10 year peace 
of mind Guarantees and much, much, more! 

A family run company you can rely on! 



Trusted supplier and installer of: 


FREE PHONE: 
0800 032 0921 


• All aspects of PVC-u/Aluminium 

• Orangeries/Conservatories/ Kitchens/ 
Bathrooms 

• Vertex Tile effect roof *New* 

• Building and Garage Conversions 

• Full 24/7 repair service no job too small 

• Replacement glass/handles 


Tel: 01446 733455 

Or visit 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


Trade Welcome 
Free welcome packs 
and first order 
discounts 


• Fascias and guttering 

• Full Orangery and Conservatory design 
packages. See what your orangery or 
conservatory will look like attached to 
your home with our Free image prints. 


Now offering 
finance 
through 

Ideal4Finance 



Future Window 

Solution so 

Network Veka Member, 

Future Windows Solutions 
is recommended by Steve Davies! 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 

member is recommended by Steve Davies 

We will ^eat any written quote like for like! 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 IF ORDERED BY DECEMBER 31 st 
WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
6 WINDOWS FITTED FROM* £1495 * * 

! R9p!?! s ! FinED from £450 *”*[*”* 

‘french doors from 

‘cONSERYATORjES FROM £34915 [ [ 

’COMPOSITE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 . 

if 

f 

L 

_ 

WINTER this stunning DEPOSITS AND 

SPECIAL fSTot | Mi . 

OFFER fully fitted 

not to be missed only £499.00 for the Va ie 
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BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

I— I L www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 

i _| 10a lw*nnv Road. Bridgend Cl 31 3MI 

Unit l. leckwlth Road. Cardiff (Fit BAP 


17976 610 1 
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FRENCH DRAMA MAKES 
FOR A BEAUTIFUL AND 
TOUCHING EXPERIENCE 


O NE of the 
finest film¬ 
makers 

working outside of 
the Hollywood sys¬ 
tem is French 
writer and director, 
Jacques Audiard. 

Having made the likes 
of The Beat That My 
Heart Skipped, he came 
to true prominence out¬ 
side of Europe with 
2009’s A Prophet, a 
Scarface-YWe crime 
drama that was nominat¬ 
ed for ‘Best Foreign 
Language Film’ at the 
2010 Academy Awards. 

Audiard’s latest, Rust 
and Bone, tells the story 
of Ali (Matthias 
Schoenaerts) who, with 
his young son, goes to 
live with his sister and 
her husband. A chance 
encounter with 
Stephanie (Marion 
Cotillard), a killer whale 
trainer, sees Ali’s life 
turn a whole different 
way after Stephanie is 
involved in a tragic acci¬ 
dent, and slowly a bond 
starts to form... 

For all the testos¬ 
terone that pervaded A 
Prophet, what was really 
telling was the intricacy 
with the way Audiard 
sketched the central rela¬ 
tionships of the charac¬ 
ters and constructed the 
story around such a 


well-used premise (man 
rises through the ranks 
and becomes more pow¬ 
erful, only to learn the 
cost of true power and 
the destructive nature it 
can yield). 

He is on similar 
ground here, Rust and 
Bone sounding, from the 
synopsis, like the sort of 
film you can find ten-a- 
penny on the Hallmark 
Channel, the sort of 
piece that hands out life 
lessons all too eagerly. 

However, on such a 
familiar skeleton 
Audiard, and co-writers 
Thomas Bidegain and 
Craig Davidson (the film 
based on his short story 
collection of the same 
name) build a tale that is 
full of hope, sadness, 
optimism and ruefulness. 

It cleaves close to 
real-life but takes turns 
that feel peculiar and are 
not signposted as clearly 
as you might think. It is 
the work of a top direc¬ 
tor and writer, but one 
that also meanders a lit¬ 
tle too much for its own 
good. 

The story is one that 
feels fresher given the 
care and attention that 
has gone into it; the 
characters are commonly 
sketched but the writing 
brings them to life vis- 
cerally. As the story pro¬ 
gresses and they go 
through the machina¬ 


tions, you can’t help but 
feel empathy and sympa¬ 
thy for them in equal 
measure, troubled souls 
whose chink of light is 
each other, but they 
struggle to realise this. 

The film hinges on 
the lead characters with 
the other supporting 
characters dipping in and 
out with sub-plots that 
aren’t fully fleshed out. 

While that does grate 
ever so slightly (why is 
the relationship between 
Ali and his sister so 
troubled? 

Why is Stephanie try¬ 
ing to undermine her 
relationship with her 
boyfriend?) These don’t 
feel like holes as much 
as unanswered questions 
that ultimately hold little 
sway over what the film 
is trying to say. 

That the lead turns are 
as magnetic as they are 
is a massive help to the 
film, with both Cotillard 
and Schoenaerts very 
impressive here. 

The former has the 
real emotional heft to 
carry and does it with a 
performance that is mes¬ 
merising in its frankness 
and emotionally-engag¬ 
ing, a chance for the 
actress to show off the 
chops that got her an 
Academy Award for her 
turn as Edith Pfiaf in La 
Vie En Rose. 

Cotillard doesn’t wil¬ 


fully play the victim, 
instead letting the viewer 
into her world slowly 
and peeling back the lay¬ 
ers in an outstanding dis¬ 
play of acting. 

Similarly, 

Schoenaerts’ perform¬ 
ance is a solid one, 
shorn of Cotillard’s emo¬ 
tional journey but drip¬ 
ping with controlled rage 
and anger. His character 
wants to better himself 
but seems to trip himself 
when he tries to run, and 
Schoenaerts delivers the 
goods with aplomb. 

Audiard’s direction 
similarly straddles the 
line between visceral 
reality and woozy, 
dreamy beauty. 

Sequences such as Ali 
fighting for his child’s 
welfare and future in a 
bare-knuckle boxing 
fight, are shot through 
with hard-hitting vio¬ 
lence rubbed up against 
moments like a post¬ 
accident Stephanie 
returning to her work 
place, and communicat¬ 
ing through the glass 
with a killer whale. 

Much like his previ¬ 
ous work, Audiard does¬ 
n’t scrimp on real-life 
with his direction, but 
marries it with some 
gorgeous visuals that lift 
the film, particularly 
when it veers towards 
becoming too maudlin. 

There certainly are 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


weaknesses - the plot 
threatens to fall in on 
itself as it takes detours 
that feel unrealistic and, 
at times, slightly daft; 
while the third act mean¬ 
ders a bit too much, as 
Audiard takes the char¬ 
acters, and the audience, 
through the motions with 
a device that is all too 
predictable. However, 
ultimately, Rust and 
Bone is still a strong and 
engaging work. 
VERDICT-Another 
strong piece of work 
for Jacques Audiard, 
Rust and Bone is a 
tough but beautiful 
film that engages, even 
through a slightly 
weaker third act. 
Sturdy central per¬ 
formances carry the 
film through some of 
the story’s more pecu¬ 
liar tangents, and ulti¬ 
mately give the film its 
hard-hitting quality. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: A Prophet 
(2009), In The Bedroom 
( 2001 ). 


BOOK REVIEW: 

The GWR tale is on 
track for Christmas 


RAILWAY buffs 
will be delighted to 
hear that Ken 
Gibbs’ well-illus¬ 
trated history 
of the much-loved 
Great Western 
Railway (GWR) 
has arrived in time 
for Christmas. 

The Great Western 
Railway - How It Grew 
is published by 
Amberley Publishing at 
£18.99 and traces the 
GWR’s history from the 
very beginning. 

He describes the 
canals that existed in the 
approximate area even¬ 
tually covered by the 
railway, and their fate as 
the railway developed. 

He then examines the 
tramroads and plateways 
that existed in the area 
fed by the canals, the 
mining, quarrying, iron 
working and commer¬ 
cial interests as the 
Industrial Revolution 
spread, and how they 
were accompanied by 
the GWR. 

With nationalisation 
in 1947, the GWR’s 
independence ended and 
the final section of the 
book, which is clearly a 
labour of love for 
Gibbs, looks at the only 
real opposition to the 
GWR and the existing 
and new railway compa- 


"• GREAT 
WESTERN 
RAILWAY 


HOW IT C*EW 


Great Western Railway 
enthusiast Ken Gibbs 
has published his 
illustrated history of 
the railway. 

nies. The author, an 
ardent GWR enthusiast, 
has had a long associa¬ 
tion with his subject 
matter. He started his 
apprenticeship at 
Swindon Works in 1944, 
the story of which is 
recorded in his book, 
Swindon Works: 
Apprentice in Steam. 

BRIAN LEE 
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Stunning solid wood furniture for less! 
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STILL 

Christmas plus 

Furtl 


HISTORY 

LECTURE 

THE next meeting of 
Dinas Powys Local 
History Society will be 
held on Tuesday, 
November 13, at 7.30 
pm, in Kynance Hall. 

There will be an illus¬ 
trated lecture by Mr. 
Gwyn McGuire on 
Cardiff Docks. 

An administration fee 
of £1.50 for members 
and £3 for visitors will 
be charged at the door. 
All welcome. 
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GRIPPOLY MILLS REFURBISHED STORE 
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DONT MISS OUT' MASSIVE CLHPOW SAVINGS INSTOPI NOW 



Unrt 7. Ortvo* Mill 

Stof« lot*. 

C*** OPTIMA 
Mtapftorw 02920 393770 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 


The GEM is donating a 
minimum of £150 to the 
Poppy Appeal from the 
proceeds of this feature 


Adey 

Fitzgerald 

Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 

• VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 7 39953 


Penllyne 
Properties 



Are pleased to support the 
British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Tel 01446 774632 
Mobile 07850 988778 



Pleased to support A 
the Poppy Appeal 
and to assist with any" 
of your travel requirements. 

SAM SMITH TRAVEL 

55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 

sam@samsmithtravel.com 
www.samsmithtravel.com ''Qe&P y 


w 

AIT K 

\ti8930 



MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young ^to 
and older cats 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 737827 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 




i and leisure... 
The healthy option! 


18 holes £9.00 
Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find ■ off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 


i PRAY THAT WE WILL NEVER TURN 
OUR FACES AWAY’ - says GEM reader 


ECENTLY, I 
came across 
the poem 
4 And The Band 
Played Waltzing 
Matilda', written by 
Scottish-born 
Australian singer- 
songwriter Eric 
Bogle in 1971, at a 
fundraising event 
for Help for Heroes. 

It shows the futility of 
war, and is about the 
First World War experi¬ 
ences of a member of 
the ANZACS, the 
Australia and New 
Zealand Army Corps at 
Gallipoli in Turkey. 

It really made me 
think hard about this 
event called 
Remembrance, which 
we celebrate each year 


on Remembrance 
Sunday and Armistice 
Day. 

The first verse goes 
like this: 

When I was a young 
man I carried me pack 

And I lived the free 
life of the rover 

From the Murray’s 
green basin to the dusty 
outback 

I waltzed my Matilda 
all over 

Then in 1915 my 
country said: Son, 

It’s time to stop ram¬ 
bling, there ’a work to be 
done 

So they gave me a tin 
hat and they gave me a 
gun 

And they sent me 
away to the war 

And the band played 



ANDREW RT DAVIES AM 

(•MWflPUf It* IfciMl fcrnifh *rpp* 

SOUTH WALES CENTRA! REGION 



Do yoi fww h tut* you inM Bw In lid* 

Mtb r ral Nn on 01910 

i 98SH ) BMW 

can jfcoffrtit w AM** n rtw Mxfcwf 

A» itatx C vlVV ft*. C/991HA 09 

fat tm bo*c* vU tha hit tmiom 

•mil: irdrATlihsIctlhAvltMn aiI 

www.your voice to the asMfnftly-oo.uk 

Wrlsh 

Conservatives 

The Mayor of Barry 
Councillor 
Les Sword 



on behalf of the 

Barry Town Council 

asks you to support 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Wear your Poppy with Pride 


Waltzing Matilda 

When the ship pulled 
away from the quay 

And amid all the 
tears, flag waving and 
cheers 

We sailed off for 
Gallipoli. 

The Gallipoli landings 
were a disaster. The 
ANZACS suffered terri¬ 
bly in a badly planned 
operation which rivalled 
The Somme campaign 
for the carnage it pro¬ 
duced. 

The young man in the 
story was seriously 
wounded and was evacu¬ 
ated back to Australia. 

They collected the 
wounded, the crippled, 
the maimed 

And they shipped us 


back home to Australia 
The armless, the leg¬ 
less, the blind and 
insane 

Those proud wounded 
heroes of Suvla 
And when the ship 
pulled into Circular 
Quay 

I looked at the place 
where me legs used to be 
And thank Christ 
there was no one there 
waiting for me 
To grieve and to 
mourn and to pity 

And the Band played 
Waltzing Matilda 

When they carried us 
down the gangway 
But nobody cheered, 
they just stood there and 
stared 

Then they all turned 
their faces away 


Crosses for 
Remembrance 



THE Garden of Remembrance in the grounds of 
Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge, as shown in this 
photo by GEM reader Roy Williams, is now 
available to accept Remembrance crosses. 

These can be found in most shops in the town, 
along with poppies. 


I pray that we as a 
nation will never ever 
turn our faces away. 
Thanks to a few old ex- 
servicemen at Wooton 
Bassett, all members of 
The Royal British 
Legion, our modern day 
heroes have been given a 
fitting tribute when their 
bodies are returned to 
the land they so gallantly 
served. 

The walls of the 
National Memorial in 
Staffordshire are 
inscribed with the names 
of more than 16,000 ser¬ 
vicemen and women 
who have died in service 
since the end of the 
Second World War... 

...Some 16,000 of our 
sons and daughters who 
have given their all for 
our freedom and many 
are still doing so. 
Remembrance is not just 
about old men and for¬ 
gotten wars it is very 
definitely also about 
today. 

Our act of 
Remembrance is not 
about the glorification of 
war. There is no glory in 
war, only broken bodies, 
broken minds and bro¬ 
ken hearts. 

The last verse of the 


poem says this: 

Now every year I sit 
on my porch 
And 1 watch the 
parade pass before me 
I see my old com¬ 
rades, how proudly they 
march 

Renewing their 
dreams of past glories 
I see the old men all 
tired, stiff and worn 
Those weary old 
heroes of a forgotten 
war 

And the young people 
ask “What are they 
marching for? ” 

And 1 ask myself the 
same question 

And the band plays 
Waltzing Matilda 
And the old men still 
answer the call 

But year after year, 
their numbers get fewer 
Someday, no one will 
march there at all. 

I also pray that we 
will never let that hap¬ 
pen. 

‘We WILL remember 
them’ 

BOB WHEATLEY 
Barry 




Welsh 

Conservatives 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Conservative Association 


wish the 



Royal British Legion every 
success with the Poppy Appeal 


Vale of Glamorgan 

supports the 

Royal British Legion 

POPPY APPEAL 

For news and updates go to 

www.janehutt.co.uk 

Regular surgeries held 
throughout the Vale 

j ane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

01446 740981 



Alun Cairns 


Proud to support the 
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal 

rWi acrott th# Vik f V *»<««*« muW ffro 


CaM to make an 4fpo««rrrx«T / Ffoiswc* f cvfsrjM 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 


The GEM is donating a 
minimum of £150 to the 
Poppy Appeal from the 
proceeds of this feature 


We should remember 
one Barrian who fought 
and died for his country 


W ITH 

Remembra 
nee Day 
almost upon us, 
local historian Dr 
Jonathan Hicks 
tells the story 
behind one of the 
names on Barry’s 
military Roll of 
Honour: 

Private James 
Thomas Hudd of 
Hywel Crescent in 
Barry was part of the 
2nd (Airborne) 
Battalion of the 
Oxford and 
Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry during 
the Second World 
War. 

He joined the army 
in 1934 at the age of 
15, having convinced 
the recruiting officer 
that he was 18. 

As a schoolboy, he 
had been chosen to 
play football in goal 
for Wales against 
England in the 1932 
schoolboy interna¬ 
tional at Jenner Park. 

He served in India 
for five years, win¬ 


ning no fewer than 12 
silver cups for his 
exploits in football 
and running. Known 
as ‘Ike’, he was mar¬ 
ried with a son. 

The Ox and Bucks 
Airborne Troops had 
distinguished them¬ 
selves just before the 
D-Day landings, when 
they had captured 
Pegasus and Horsa 
Bridges over the 
Caen Canal and Orne 
River. 

Led by Major John 
Howard, they had 
landed their gliders 
next to their objec¬ 
tives at 12.06am on 
June 6,1944. 

They were the first 
Allied troops to land 
in France, and within 
10 minutes had taken 
both bridges for the 
loss of just two men. 

The Germans 
launched several 
counter-attacks in an 
attempt to re-take the 
bridges, without suc¬ 
cess. 

Later in the day 
the rest of the 2nd Ox 
and Bucks arrived to 
relieve the first 



Private James Thomas 
Hudd, of Hywel 
Crescent, Barry. 

group. 

In early September, 
the battalion was 
withdrawn to the UK 
to refit and reorgan¬ 
ise. Of the original 
181 men, only 40 
remained fit for duty. 

In December they 
were sent back to 
France to help take 
part in the defence of 
the German attack in 
the Ardennes - the 
‘Battle of the Bulge’. 

On March 24, 

1945, James was part 
of ‘Operation 


Varsity’, the crossing 
of the Rhine. 1,572 
planes towing 1,326 
gliders took part in 
the largest airborne 
assault in history. 

He landed in a 
glider again, but his 
time the Germans 
were ready and met 
the assaulting British 
troops with ferocious 
fire, causing hun¬ 
dreds of casualties. 

James Hudd was 
killed, aged 26, dur¬ 
ing this action and is 
buried in the 
Reichswald Forest 
War Cemetery in 
Germany. 

James was one of 
hundreds of Barrians 
who died during the 
Second World War; 
some as the result of 
enemy action, some 
as the victims of trag¬ 
ic accidents. 

Most died while 
wearing their coun¬ 
try’s uniform, others 
while they were shel¬ 
tering in their houses 
from German bombs. 

Their sacrifice 
should never be for¬ 
gotten. 


How Charlie ( 18 ) died in a war 
against his father’s countrymen 


EM reader David 
u -w -Cirrell brings to our 
\*J attention a sonnet 
about a young Barry man 
killed in action during the 
First World War, and his 
links to the Barry area. 

He explains: “Charles Fisher 
was my uncle, and I wrote the 
poem after learning from my 
mother about her much-loved and 
cherished brother, who died many 
years before I was born.” 

To Charles Fisher - Rifleman 
(killed in action, 1917). 

He fell in Flanders, barely a 
man, 

Not fighting, but died saving 
men 

From shattered landscapes 
where forlorn hope ran 

Through mud and rusting wire, 
snaring riflemen. 

White arm bands with red 
crosses clear to see 


Against that desolate, smoking 
ground. 

Hard running, dodging, duck¬ 
ing breathlessly 

Their paths through shell- 
wreaked gothic ruins wound, 
Where once the streets of Ypres 
used to be 

Their market stalls with bright 
umbrellas crowned 

That stretcher-bearers never 
were to see. 

Yet still they came where dying 
men were found 

And helping others died, 
unarmed, unseen 

Just selfless boys: young 
Charlie was eighteen. 

“Charles Fisher was bom and 
raised in Barry. However, his 
father, Peter Fisher (my grandfa¬ 
ther), was an Austrian. 

“At the declaration of war in 
1914, the police arrived at Peter 
Fisher’s home in Churchill 
Terrace, declared him to be an 


'enemy alien’, arrested him and 
locked him up, awaiting transfer 
to a detention camp. 

“However, Peter Fisher was a 
much-loved and respected mem¬ 
ber of the community. He was 
employed at Barry Docks and had 
worked there since they had 
opened. 

“Upon his arrest the docks 
labour force, to a man, came out 
on strike and refused to return 
until Peter Fisher was released 
The authorities had no option but 
to release him. They did so, and 
he continued to live in his home 
in Churchill Terrace until he died 
during the Second World War. 

“I remember him well from 
when I was a small boy because 
he was a sailor on the ‘Tall Ships’ 
and, at that age, I could not think 
of a more wonderful and adven¬ 
turous way of life. 

“It is sadly ironic that Peter 
Fisher’s son was killed in a war 
against his father’s countrymen.” 


THE COMMUNITY SHOP 

9-13 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN 

The Charity Shop for the connoisseur 


★ New Bridal Department (buy or hire) 

★ High Quality Clothing 

★ Bric-a-Brac ★ Children’s Dept - Prams etc 

★ Curtains ★ Second Hand Books 

★ Furniture - Second Hand * DVDs, etc 

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9 am - 5 pm _ 

Tel: 01443 222444 A 

We collect and deliver 


Meyer Trousers £ 

now at 

WILLIAMS & EVANS 


MENSWEAR SPECIALISTS 


Our gift vouchers are 
a perfect solution! 


2-4 Queen Street, BRIDGEND 

S 01656 652072 

www.williamsandevans.co.uk 


-fhrk yndep 
-Funeral CAi 


- Fndependem 
rectors 

^ We are delighted 

to support the 

d Remembrance Day 

Poppy Appeal 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB a 


Hlanttoit fflajor 
®oton Council 

Cyngor Tref y Llanilltud Fawr 

Cllr. Ann Matthews, Town Mayor, 
Town Councillors and staff of 

Llantwit Major Town Council 

are pleased to support 

The British Legion Poppy Appeal 


’e* f 
* t 


Brian & Mike £ 
Hughes Farriers 


Fully Registered 

Established 36 years by family 
run professionals 


SPECIAL CARE FOR 
LAMINITIES CASES 

Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower ’ Specialists! 




pU 


Conservatives 

Supporting the Royal British 
Legion's Poppy Appeal 

David Melding AM 



It David con b* d assisiarx* 

pease write to 

National Assembly tor Wales. 

Cardiff Bay, CF99 1NA 

or by phone or omal. 
Email <Jar*xJrneWlngfcv%**e* 

TeU 02920 806732 

Ceidwadwyr 


Cymreig 


On behalf of The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council , 
Councillor Eric Hacker 
wishes the POPPY APPEAL 

every success and is pleased 
to support this worthy cause. 



Ar ran Cyngor Bro Morgannwg , 
y mae'r Maer Cynghorydd 
Eric Hacker am ddymuno pob 
llwyddiant i APEL Y PABI ac yn 
falch o gefnogir achos teilwng hwn 


Ta t t c f c 3 b e fcls> 
c VLu/'vs/bn/fy c J{<vm/e' 

Where Caring Comes First... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 

• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 

• High standard of nutritional 
and well balanced meals 

Pleased to support the Poppy Appeal 

College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 



6 Bridgend 
Male Choir 

• Sunday, 11th November, 10.30am - Participation 
at Remembrance Service at Cenotaph, Bridgend. 

• Friday, 7th December, 7pm - Concert at St Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Bridgend. 

Choristers Wanted... 


Contact: Gareth Reese. 

Tel. 01656 862 037 • Mob. 07773 170 373 
Email: reesegj@gmail.com 

So much fun for just over £1 per week! 



Follow us on Facebook - Check out our website 
www.bridgendchoir.co.uk 


CLARITY 

Copiers Bridgend 

www.clarityglamorgan.co.uk 

• Independently-owned local business 

• Prompt, professional service from their 
highly-trained staff - not automated! 

• No obligation basis 

• Currently in a contract? Settlement, 
upgraded equipment - call now! 

• Tailor-made solutions to SAVE £££s 

The Clear Choice - Our service sets the standard 

SHARP T: 0871 226 5898 
MAIN DEALER F: 0871 226 5899 


-T 


The Vale of Glamorgan 

Labour Party 

• Supports the 

Poppy Appeal 

If you would like to join the Labour 
Party, telephone 08705 900 200 




Proudly supporting the 

Remembrance Day Appeal 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 



ABOVE: 

The group who took part in the sponsored walk to thank Morriston coronary 
care unit and Harefield Hospital for helping Karen James. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


School that values individuality 


WITH an average 300 stu¬ 
dents, Kings Monkton is 
one of the smaller inde¬ 
pendent schools in Cardiff, 
and, as such, prides itself 
on its sense of family and 
belonging. 

A high emphasis is placed on 
pastoral care and each pupil is 
treated as an individual with a 
unique set of skills and gifts, 
which they are encouraged to 
develop in a friendly, support¬ 
ive and encouraging environ¬ 
ment. 


Breadth and balance is the 
basis for the curriculum and, 
with the added benefit of small 
class sizes, teachers make their 
lessons inspirational, challeng¬ 
ing and accessible, with teach¬ 
ing programmes that encourage 
pupils to innovate, challenge 
and inquire. 

An extensive co-curricular 
programme covering Duke of 
Edinburgh and Young 
Enterprise has also been devel¬ 
oped to cultivate self-aware¬ 
ness, character and maturity. 

With an accessible city cen¬ 


tre location, Kings Monkton is 
well placed to take advantage 
of the very best sporting facili¬ 
ties that Cardiff has to offer. 

While valuing academic suc¬ 
cess, Kings Monkton also 
focuses on value added - devel¬ 
oping the whole child in order 
to establish the self-confidence 
needed for life-long learning. 

With a broad ability range, 
the school values inclusivity 
over exclusivity to achieve in 
life, whichever path lies ahead. 



Sponsored Table 

walk tennis 

AFTER she suf- A MARATHON game 
fered a serious heart table tennis will take 

condition, friends of tlLfcXe "t 
Karen James, from Monday, November 12, 
Kenfig Hill, decided between 7pm and 9pm. 
to do a sponsored Junnie Britain will be 
walk in support of hopin § r !;° f lay a mini " 
the 



»• * 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 

by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


two hospitals of 20 games to raise 

that treated her. Association. _ 

say a Ie big W thank you to to^dTUnsDOrtforle their ° wn co f st t0 pit f' up age ° f the lights ' T !f 
Gavin An sen RarhH , wards transport tor the mem b ers from their report regarding the 

Denlev Ansen and Fllen wodar !§ § roaps for homes, who otherwise reduction in the number 

Brace for organising the BridsendTndTurJound 6 W ° ul ? n0t be aWe t0 ° f H ghtS available came 
walk up Pen y Fan, Those ^ SUrr ° Und_ atten u d - 1 u . late to replace them 

who donated snnnsnr . , . The centre also hires this year. 

money as well as raffle refZdiZ'djIbZZZ main hall and the However the council 

nr ; 7P o and to evervnne A , * me aoove, ana sma p r00 ms to run such has pledged to replace 

who took nart ^ °I ^ one activities as, bingo, judo, most, if not all, of the 

A magnificent total of Stroke T Associc f wn \ con ~ craft club, computer damaged lights with ones 
magmnceni total OI tact J unme Britain on plqccpc and narties etr to that have new eneruv 

£6,160 was raised, 01656 749190 classes and parties etc to that nave new energy 

including a donation TnlWcreate income to make saving features in time 
from Barclays Bank, la l b ot centre sure that the facility is forncvtyear. 
which will be given to not closing kept open. PACT meeting 

the Morriston coronary THE Talbot It has been successful- THE latest PACT meet- 

care unit and Harefield Community Centre is a ty operated since the start j n g f or the Pyle, Kenfig 

facility owned and run of 2008 and they see no Hill and Cefn Cribbwr 
by the residents of the reason why it should not areas held in the Talbot 
locality. continue into the foresee- Community Centre last 

Part of its operation is a ble future. Thursday was the last 

providing a luncheon However, it seems that to be chaired by PCSO 

club for the over-30s, some would like to see it j on Howe, 

where people are able to f aP by undermining the He reported that 
meet up twice a week to operation with unfound- Hallowe’en was a 
socialise over a freshly ed rumours. washout this year, due to 

home cooked meal. The Talbot has recent- the weather conditions; 

Unlike other luncheon ly recruited some very however, there were a 
clubs, they do not get prominent people as f ew reports of anti-social 
Wednesday, November substantial donations to trustees and they, along behaviour with two vehi- 
14, will be arts and help fund the running with the chairman and c i es being damaged, one 
crafts from 1pm to 5pm costs, so to help out, they co-ordinator, Cheryl on Waunbant Road and 
and Lets Get Quizzical, have volunteers who, Butcher, would like to the other on North 
from 3pm to 4pm, plus among other duties, are scotch any rumours, and Avenue, 
a social afternoon. happy to use their cars at assure everyone that the The three main issues 

centre has no intention of discussed were anti¬ 
stopping activities or social behaviour in 
closing down. Picton Street, Kenfig 

To find out what is Hill; parking issues at Pil 
going on in the Talbot Primary School, Pyle Inn 
telephone Cheryl on Way, Pyle; and shed bur- 
07656 749754, or visit glaries across ah wards. 


Hospital as a thank you 
for the care given to 
Karen. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES held by 
the Mental Health 
Matters Wales at the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill on 


Planting day at 
Monks Wood 


THE Woodland 
Trust would like to 
thank everyone 
who has come for¬ 
ward to help with 
tree planting at 
Monks Wood, Wick 
- and invite all to a 
planting day on 
December 8 at 
10am. 

Monks Wood suffered 
in early 2012 after many 
horses were abandoned, 
causing damage to the 
trees and making access 
to the site impossible, 
due to the great volumes 
of mud and damage to 
the access gates. 

The Woodland Trust 
is looking to re-plant 
some of the areas dam¬ 
aged and open space 
across the site. The 
planting day will also be 
a chance to plant trees 
to celebrate the 2012 
Diamond Jubilee, with 
the trees being logged 
on the royal record. 

They will also be 
looking to formally re¬ 
launch the site at around 
lpm, following recent 
upgrades to the entrance 
gates, and install a new 
wooden bench on the 
site, thanking SRK con¬ 
sultancy, who came to 
the rescue to financially 
back the restoration 
process. 

Parking is difficult 
due to the location of 
the woodland, so please 
car share where possi¬ 
ble. Parking will be on 
the public highway. 

The site is likely to 
be wet underfoot so 
please be prepared for 


wet and muddy condi¬ 
tions, access for wheel 
chairs may be limited, 
and please bring a 
spade. Unfortunately, 
there aren’t any facili¬ 
ties on site such as lava¬ 
tories, so please bear 
this in mind. 

To confirm atten¬ 
dance, including the 
numbers who will be 
coming along, email: 
ch rismatts @wood- 
landtrust.org.uk by 
November 19, including 
full name and contact 
details in case of emer¬ 
gencies or postponement 
of the event. CM 


www. talbotcc. co. uk 

Community 

Council 

THE Christmas lights 
will be illuminated on 
December 7, but unfor¬ 
tunately, this year there 
will be considerably 
less. 


These were the PACT 
priorities to be tackled by 
the Pyle and Cefn 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team. The other issue 
discussed was, replace¬ 
ments for PCSO Jon 
Howe and Nerys Lloyd. 
The meeting was 
Each year before the assu . red that this was all 
lights are erected, BCBC ln hand ” d the "7 
carries out a safety rec ™ s wdl shortl >' 
check, and this year 14 Patrolling the area. 

lighting features have ., e m f e lJ t^, et i e . 
been condemned. This «dh a vote of thanks to 
was due to last year's Jon Howe for hts sterlmg 
high winds damaging wor . k ? V ?T the P ast sa 
them, combined with the an a a fy ears - 


Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

WillilMliilMffl MiHHMIHI 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 




All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at realistic prices 


* Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

* Volvo checklist issued with every service 

* Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

* State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 
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Out and About with IIk' 


GEM 


Shopping 

event 

LATE night shopping 
event to launch the new 
loyalty ‘Give and Gain’ 
cards at Red Cross 
clothing and furniture 
shops in Llantwit 
Major today 

(November 8) between 
6pm and 8pm. 
Customers will receive 
10 per cent discount off 
purchases if they sign 
up for a loyalty card on 
the evening advertised. 

Guild meets 

THE Glamorgan Guild 
of Weavers, Spinners 
and Dyers meets today 
(Thursday, November 
8) in Kynance Hall, 
Dinas Powys at 7.30pm. 

Come along and see 
what members can do! 
Admission, members £2, 
visitors £5. 

For further details, 
call Kirsten Gable 
(01443 650336) or email 
kirrstengable @ gmail. co 
m or welshkirsten on 
ravelry. 

Salem concert 

SALEM Baptist 

Church, Beryl Road, 
Barry, will present a 
mission support con¬ 
cert featuring talents 
from Salem, on Friday, 
November 9, at 7pm. 

Tickets £3 (children 
admitted free) or pay at 
the door; including 
refreshments. 

Advice surgery 

DYFAN Labour coun¬ 
cillors Claire Curtis 
and Anthony Powell 
will be holding a sur¬ 
gery for residents of 
Dyfan Ward on 
Saturday, November 
10, at the Buttrills 
Community Centre, 
North Walk, Barry, 
from 11am to 12pm. 

Plaid advice 
surgery 
RESIDENTS are invit¬ 


ed to attend an advice 
surgery to discuss any 
council issues or con¬ 
cerns. 

Councillors Dr Ian 
Johnson, Steffan Wiliam, 
Nic and Shirley Hodges 
will be joined by the 
Barry Plaid Cymru team 
at the County Library, 
Kings Square, Barry, 
from 11am to 12noon on 
Saturday, November 10. 
No appointments are 
necessary. 

Plaid coffee 

A FREE coffee morn¬ 
ing organised by Dinas 
Powys Plaid councillors 
will be held this 
Saturday (November 
10) 10.30am-12 noon in 
the Murchfield Hall, 
Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas 
Powys. 

“This will be an opportu¬ 
nity to raise, in a relaxed 
atmosphere, matters of 
concern,” said Coun 
Chris Franks. 

Christmas 

fayre 

A COFFEE afternoon 
and Christmas fayre in 
aid of Ty Hafan will be 
held on November 11 
(2pm-4pm) at 

Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major. Raffle, 
refreshments, crafts, 
homemade cakes. 
Contact Melanie, 07547 
685993. 

School gifts 

COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive School 
holds a Christmas mar¬ 
ket with 80 stalls of 
unique gifts on Sunday, 
November 11, from 
10.30am to 3.30pm at 
Aberthin Road, 

Cowbridge, CF71 7EN. 

Hot and cold refresh¬ 
ments available. Free 
admission. 

LDP meeting 

A PUBLIC meeting has 
been called to discuss 
the future of the LDP 


in the Vale by Barry 
independent councillor, 
Richard Bertin at 7pm 
on November 12, at 
Barry YMCA Hub in 
Court Road, Barry. 

Wick scoops 
premiere 
THE Potato Street 
Players are present¬ 
ing their autumn 
production, 

Bedtime Stories, by 
Canadian author 
Norm Foster, on 
November 14,15, 

16 in Wick and 
Monknash Village 
Hall at 7.45 pm. 

It will be the play’s 
UK premiere and it is 
described as “very 
funny, slightly risque, 
with some very poignant 
moments”. 

Carroll Swaine, co¬ 
director, explained that 
the play was seen in 
Canada last year by two 
members of the group 
who decided they would 
like to stage it in Wick. 

On returning home 
they attempted, unsuc¬ 
cessfully, to obtain a 
copy of the script and e- 
mailed the author to say 
how much they had 
enjoyed the play. 

They asked if they 
could buy a script from 
him. He replied almost 
immediately, and 
attached a copy. 

“When he was subse¬ 
quently informed that 
the play had been cast 
and was in rehearsal, he 
told us that we were the 
first group in the UK to 
perform any of his 
works, that he was 
thrilled, and gave us per¬ 
mission to advertise it as 
the UK premiere,” 
Carroll said. 

Tickets, £5, are avail¬ 
able from Mrs Edna 
Black-Gerrard on 01656 


890382, Miss Winnie 
Davies, 01656 890320, 
or Wick Village Shop. 
They may also be pur¬ 
chased on the door, sub¬ 
ject to availability 

Painting 

portraits 

ON November 15, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
will welcome Barry 
artist Carl Chapell who 
will give a demonstra¬ 
tion and hold a practi¬ 
cal session on painting 
portraits. 

The demo will be in 
monochrome and mem¬ 
bers can use any medium 
of their choice, although 
the emphasis will be on 
form and proportion, 
rather than colour. 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge, 
7pm-9pm. Visitors wel¬ 
come. 

For full programme, 
see www.cowbridgeart- 
society.com 

NHS ‘drop-in’ 

NHS ‘drop-in days’ are 
being organised to give 
the public information 
on plans by the 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University 
Health Board, at the 
ARC Centre, 

Bridgend, on 
November 22; and at 
Bridgend Brewery 
Field on December 4 
(llam-7pm). 

See website www.chang- 
ingforthebetter. org. uk 

Open sea 
angling 

ON Sunday, 
November 25, Dow 
Corning Sea 
Angling Club is 
holding a charity 
open sea angling 
event on Cold 
Knap and 
Porhkerry beaches 
from 2pm to 6pm. 

Book in on the day at 
Cold Knap car park, or 
pre-book at Barry 
Angling and Holton 
Road Angling shops. 

There are 20 prizes to 
be won. Proceeds in aid 
of Ashgrove School in 
Penarth for children with 
autism. 

A raffle will be drawn 
at 7pm, along with 
prizegiving for the 
anglers, in the Ship Inn, 
Barry. Contact 07792 
605640. 

Choir sings 
for charity 

ON Saturday, 

December 1 at 7.30pm, 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
Choir will sing at 
Cottrell Park Golf Club 
in aid of The Felix 
Fund. 

The charity supports 
soldiers involved in 
bomb disposal work. 

There is also a hog 
roast supper and raffle. 

Tickets are £25; con¬ 
tact enidgevans@ hot- 
mail.com or 01446 
781240. 


THE BARN at WEST FARM 



Celebrate the festive season with us, enhancing the warmth 
and luxury of our traditional country venue ... 


Christmas Parties (Booking only) 

Lunch/Evening 
(minimum parties of 10) 

Buffet £18 or 

3 course dinner £23 per person 
from Thursday, 6th December 
(not available 24th, 25 th or 26th) 

Jazz Nights 7- 11pm Tickets £7.50 
28th November - Groucho Club 
19th December - Tommy Harris Quartet 
New Years Eve - Buffet & Entertainment - £40 per person 
To book for any of the above events: 

T. 01656 880465 E.admin@barnatwestfarm.com 


Check out our website for films showing - www.barnatwestfarm.com 





Seeking a more 
Rosie future! 


The GEM is in partnership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 
animals in their charge at 
Bridgend Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone 01656 725219) 


ROSIE is a six-year- 
old Staffie Cross, who 
has found herself at 
the Dogs Trust 
Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre through no 
fault of her own. 

She is very affection¬ 
ate, and loves a good 
cuddle with her carers. 
She loves her toys - a 
good game of tug of war 
is always appreciated! 

She is unsure of other 
dogs, so will need her 
new owner to continue 
her socialising. Rosie is 
really enjoying her 
training with her carers. 

She can live with chil¬ 
dren from the age of six, 
is housetrained and can 
be left for a few hours. 
Rosie has a lot to give, 
she is just waiting for 
her perfect family! 

Linda Feagan 



Can you give Rosie 
a new home? 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D747. 

• £2,000: 749604. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£500, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 3 5 1 1 7 0, 
364060,763917,530373, 
184746, 321143,216462, 
583674,816148,583990, 
445335,409187,323927, 
673433,464415,420564, 
268406,653222,536438, 
740574. 

• £5: 552508, 

238794,800835,109423, 
145376, 888169,444578, 
483223,112186, 685924, 
648550,155053,986859, 


573710,107119,484359, 
163075, 527823, 

576788,564395, 836740, 
277532, 546968,311271, 
777792, 264622, 646704, 
540570, 115450, 662361, 
116236,491290, 902150, 
388002,109799, 863186, 
424931,754112,590046, 
437705, 716942, 

554234,579538, 569148, 
745710, 863445,118539, 
758030,687456,105143, 
615732, 885976, 977285, 
825271,938136,213902, 
161861,485749,440059, 
196867. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or o mi ssions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 
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Meat and roasties buffet 
£11.95 
Christmas buffet 
£9.95 


3 ccmwefE £44.95 


I 
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01656 m 725287 
Pen-y-Cae, Bridgend. CF32 9SA 
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£1,000 

for 

charities 

THE highlight of 
Sully Painting 
Group’s year - the 
annual exhibition 
held in June - 
raised £1,000 for 
its chosen charities. 

At the AGM held on 
October 30, president 
Ken Young presented a 
cheque for £500 to 
Amy Hopkins of the 
local Alzheimer’s 
Society, while Ros 
Adams, exhibition 
organiser, presented a 
cheque for £500 to 
Tony Brand for Ty 


Well 

done 

Megan! 



Megan Lowrie was the 
Daisy & Jack golden 
ticket winner at the 
Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival. 


Hafan children’s hos¬ 
pice. 

“The group is really 
grateful for all the sup¬ 
port it received from 
the people who came to 
the exhibition and 
made it possible for us 
to make these dona¬ 
tions,” Ros said. 

The Sully Painting 
Group meets in the 
Jubilee Hall, iand wel¬ 
comes new members. 
For more information, 
contact Roy Green on 
02920531262, or Ros 
Adams on 


Congratulations to 
Megan Lowrie of 
Cowbridge, who was 
the Daisy & Jack gold¬ 
en ticket winner at 
their grand opening 
weekend - the 
Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival. 

Megan picked out 
£100-worth of goodies 
for herself and, very 
generously, for her sis¬ 
ters too! 

She chose an Angels 
Face pettiskirt, Dandy 
Star t-shirt and some 
small accessories and 
sweets. 


02920707553. 
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OCEAN LOUNGE 
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Served 12 - 3pm £ 6.95 $ 


OPEN FRIDAY NIGHTS FROM 7PM 
SATURDAY LUNCHTIMES 12 NOON - 4PM 
SATURDAY EVENINGS FROM 7PM 
SUNDAY 12 NOON - 5PM 


Saturday 10th November 

John Saxon 

Male Vocalist plus Bingo 

Saturday 17th November 

Amanda James 

Female Vocalist plus Bingo 

Food Served Friday 7 - 9pm 
Saturday 12 - 3pm & 7 - 9pm 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 


CHRISTMAS 
PARTY NIGHTS^ 

Friday 30th November & 
Saturday 1st December 

with Steve Saint 

Top Singer/Comedian 

* Two Course meal only £13.95 

* Booking Essential 

* CAR BOOT SALE * 

$ EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm * 

To find us - click directions@ ^ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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‘Touched by Cancer’ 2012 raises 
£5,'000 ...with more still to come 



The ‘girls and boys in the back room ’ - the walk volunteer organisers assemble with First Minister Carwyn Jones, his wife Lisa, Dave Carrington, centre warden, and Coun Megan Butcher. 



Photos and 
words by 

KEITH E 
MORGAN 


THE first ‘Touched 
by Cancer’ walk 
took place on 
Hallowe’en in 2010 
- organised by 
Coun Megan 
Butcher. 

Coun Butcher wanted 
to help local organisa¬ 
tions that specialise in 
the treatment of cancer. 
‘Touched by Cancer’ is 
now a registered charity, 
whose aims are not only 
to help those who have 
suffered with cancer, but 
also the families, rela¬ 
tives, friends and carers 
who have been affected 
and touched by this terri¬ 
ble disease. 

Before the start, the 
walkers assembled in the 
Kenfig National Nature 
Reserve Centre in the 
presence of First 
Minister Carwyn Jones 
and his wife Lisa, 
together with Coun 
Marlene Thomas, Mayor 
of Bridgend County 
Borough, to hear Coun 
Butcher give her thanks 
to those supporting the 
event. 

She wanted to give a 
very big thank you to all 
those who had volun¬ 
teered to take part in the 
walk, with special praise 
for the youngsters who 
had made the effort to 
turn up, especially those 
in fancy dress, and make 
it a really colourful 
Halloween event. She 
also thanked the organi¬ 
sations, anonymous 
workers and many others 
who had ensured the 
event’s success. 

Coun Butcher also 
welcomed Paralympic 


r 





gold medallist Nathan 
Stephens - a great sup¬ 
porter of ‘Touched by 
Cancer’. 

Before Nathan started 
the walk, Coun Butcher 
called upon David 
Carrington, the reserve 
warden, and Douglas 
Robert Wilson to explain 
the health and safety 
requirements. 

Starting from the cen¬ 
tre, the walkers (some 
200 in total), including 
the children and dogs, 
wended their way across 
the sand dunes to Sker 
Beach and back. 

On their return, they 
were welcomed at the 
hot dog and burger stand 
and the hog roast 
carvery. 

The walkers were 
treated to an evening of 
entertainment and a 
disco for all, especially 
the youngsters. 

To date, more than 
£5,000 has been 
received in sponsorship 
money, with more to 
come in. 


A health and safety briefing from 
David Carrington and Douglas Robert 
Wilson, before the walk was started by 
Paralympian Nathan Stephens. 



A selection of walkers in fancy dress. 



Sunday quiz raises funds for 
Ty Ha fan children’s hospice 



ON Sunday, November 4, 
Karen Lovell from the 
Swan Inn, Nottage, pre¬ 
sented a cheque for £665 to 
Lynda and Geoff from Ty 
Hafan children’s hospice. 

The money was raised over 
the past few months from the 
Sunday quiz, where donations 
of lOp per incorrect answer 


were collected. 

Karen thanked all who took 
part in the quiz and the vol¬ 
unteers who collected the 
money and dealt out raffle 
tickets for correct answers. 

Also, thanks to Eddie 
Edwards, who donated fresh 
cucumbers and raised £25.67; 
Dai Prosser for his pickled 
onions raising £17.60; and the 


Porthcawl Paranormal team 
for their £11.50 contribution. 

The weekly quiz will contin¬ 
ue each Sunday at 5.30pm at 
the Swan Inn, Nottage, 
Porthcawl, where all are wel¬ 
come to join the open but fun 
quiz, with no written pages, so 
you can arrive and join in at 
any time during the evening. 

HW 
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Porthcawl prepares for Remembrance 
Sunday with concert and garden party 




ABOVE: The Ysgoly 
Ferch o V Sger 
school choir sang. 

LEFT: Vocal ensem¬ 
ble Sounds Familiar. 


RIGHT: 
The Last Post was 
played by 
Robert Young. 



A CHARITY concert was held in All 
Saints Church, Porthcawl, as part of this 
year’s Poppy Appeal. 

The audience certainly had value for money, 
with contributions from the Kenfig Hill Male 
Voice Choir, the school choir from Ysgol y Ferch 
o’r Sger, vocal groups Sounds Familiar and Bel 
Canto, and music from members of the Bridgend 
Youth Orchestra. 

The concert raised £850 for the Poppy Appeal. 

Photographs by 

KEITH E MORGAN 


LEFT (left to right): Ruth Birch, 

Canon Phillip Masson, Porthcawl Mayor 
Coun Alana Davies and her consort, 
Coun Brian Davies, and David Richards. 



Fundraising event has a fancy dress theme 


MEMBERS of the Porthcawl branch of the Royal British 
Legion turned out in force for a garden party in aid of the 
Poppy Appeal - with a fancy dress theme. 

The chairman of Porthcawl Royal British Legion, Ruth Birch, 
thanked the treasurer and secretary of the branch, Tony and 
Pat Capron, for hosting the event. 

The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Alana Davies, also attended, 
passing up the chance to appear in fancy dress and settling 
instead for her chain of office! 

/''“I "\ RIGHT: 



The chairman of the Porthcawl branch 
of the Royal British Legion, Ruth Birch, 
was definitely not in her usual Legion 
uniform, appearing as Batman! 


LEFT: 

A guest appearance by the Queen of the 
Nile! 


BELOW: 

Former Porthcawl Mayor, David Newton- 
Williams, always fancied being a senator, 
rather than a councillor! 
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Young animators launch film 
to highlight discrimination 



Young animators: Tyfany Carradus, Emma Stacey (second left), Fatema Ali, Jodie Williams, 
George Braines and Anjuma Begum, launch their film If You Listened To Me, 
created as part of a project with Save the Children's Participation Unit. 


TWO young anima¬ 
tors from Maesteg 
have launched a 
bilingual short film 
to raise awareness 
of the discrimina¬ 
tion facing different 
groups of young 
people. 

Jodie Williams and 
Emma Stacey, both 16, 
are part of a group of six 
young people who have 
been working with Save 
the Children as members 
of the Participation 
Unit’s Youth Panel to try 
and get their voices heard 
on issues affecting them. 

The Save the Children 
Youth Panel consists of 
young carers, young 
Muslims, a young person 
who used to live in care 
and a young person in 
alternative education. 
During their lifetimes, 
they have all experienced 
discrimination on some 
level and wanted to share 
and make people listen to 
what they have to say. 

The animation project 
was funded by a grant 
from Reach the Heights, 
a Welsh Government ini¬ 
tiative funded by the 
European Social Fund. 

In a series of work¬ 
shops the group wrote 
poems and drew self por¬ 
traits which are used in 
the short animation If You 
Listened to Me, available 
both in Welsh and 
English. They worked 
with Cardiff arts, film 
and media education 
company Winding Snake 
to deliver workshops 
with more than 40 young 
people across Wales from 
different backgrounds to 


gather views and experi¬ 
ences of discrimination. 

They also worked with 
the company to develop 
basic animation skills. 
The music was produced 
by students at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama. 

The film was recently 
launched at an event at 
Cineworld Cardiff, pre¬ 
sented by former BBC 
Wales Today newsreader 
and Save the Children 
supporter, Jayne James. 

Young carer Jodie 
Marie Williams, who is 
an A-Level student at 
Ysgol Llanharri and also 
a member of Action for 
Children’s Young Carers 
Group in Bridgend, has 
been helping to look after 
her mother for the past 
four years. 


She sometimes feels 
that people do not under¬ 
stand her situation and 
that she is not listened to. 

Jodie, who voices the 
Welsh-language version 
of the animation, has 
enjoyed working on the 
film and hopes it will 
make a difference: “The 
idea for the film was 
formed as we all felt that 
discrimination is one of 
the hardest things facing 
young people today. 

“We all talked about 
our own personal experi¬ 
ences and to other young 
people from across Wales 
and formed a wider 
meaningful message. 

“The film will hope¬ 
fully help to make people 
treat young people, who 
may feel a bit vulnerable, 
in a different way. I feel I 


have been given a voice.” 

Emma Stacey, current¬ 
ly studying for her A- 
Levels at Maesteg 
Comprehensive School 
and also a young carer, 
added: “I loved working 
on this project and learn¬ 
ing new skills from the 
animation company, 
from drawing our own 
characters to voicing the 
parts. 

“It was amazing to see 
our work shown on the 
huge cinema screen and 
to see the reaction from 
the audience and mem¬ 
bers of my family.” 

Rebecca Horder from 
the participation unit, 
based at Save the 
Children in Wales, said: 
“After working with this 
group of inspiring young 
people for nearly a year, 


it was amazing to see the 
film shown. 

“Article 12 of the 
United Nation’s 

Convention of the Rights 
on the Child states that 
young people have the 
right to have a voice in 
decisions that affect their 
lives. 

“We are hoping that 
this animation will be 
used as an awareness 
raising tool and we aim 
to distribute it to schools 
and colleges, practition¬ 
ers and policy makers.” 

For copies of the If 
You Listened To Me ani¬ 
mation in Welsh or 
English, contact Rebecca 
Horder on 02920 803272 
or email: 

r. horder @ savethechil- 
dren.org.uk. 


BRIDGEND UNDER-16s ENJOY 
THEIR CRICKET PRESENTATION 


GLAMORGAN 
CC batsman Ben 
Wright was the 
guest at the annual 
presentation night 
for the Bridgend 
Town Cricket Club 
junior section. 

This was the most 
successful season in 
junior cricket for 
Bridgend Town, who 
play in the South Wales 
Junior Cricket League. 

The under-16s won 
the Zone D league and 
the South Wales League 
Bill Edwards Cup, 
while the under-15s 
won the DC Thomas 
South Wales Cup. 

The under-16s 
remained undefeated in 
the season, which was 
scheduled to play 12 
matches, with five 
being cancelled due to 
rain. 

Highlights of the sea¬ 
son, outlined by Chris 
Roberts, were wins over 
rivals Port Talbot, our 
opening game when 
Bridgend scored 117 for 
2, Owen Davies’ 55 not 
out and Tom Dalton’s 
47 not out in reply to 
Port Talbot’s 40 not out, 
together with a 61-run 
win over Tondu. 

Batting first in six 
out of the seven league 
games, a total of 864 
runs were scored, aver¬ 
aging more than 140 
runs per game with one 
game closing with 45 



LEFT to RIGHT: Ben Wright (Glamorgan CC batsman), Owen Davies, Sam Shepherd, Sam 
Pearce and Tom Dalton. 


runs. 

Throughout the sea¬ 
son the following play¬ 
ers scored in excess of 
100 runs: Thomas 
Dalton, Owen Davies, 
Thomas Hill, Sam 
Pearce and Troy Smith. 

On the bowling front, 
stand out performances 
include 3 for 1 by 
Archie Yates and Tom 
Dalton, 3 for 19 by Dan 
Donnelly and 5 for 18 
by Billy Yates. 

The semi-final oppo¬ 
nents in the Under-16s 
Bill Edwards Cup were 
the strongly-fancied 
Neath, who had recruit¬ 
ed players from across 
the regions of south 
Wales. 

Neath were restricted 
to 71 runs all out with 


Dan Donnelly (3-12), 
Tom Dalton (3-14) and 
Archie Yates, Troy 
Smith, Sam Pearce and 
Elliot Rees taking wick¬ 
ets. 

Bridgend responded 
with 72-2, with Tom 
Dalton scoring 30, 

Owen Davies 22 not out 
and Sam Pearce 12 not 
out. 

The Cup final was 
against Llandeilo, win¬ 
ners of the other play¬ 
off game, played at 
Pontarddulais. 

Llandeilo batted first 
and were restricted by 
some superb bowling 
and fielding, to 41 all 
out. Elliot Rees (3-3), 
John Roberts (2-2), 
Archie Yates, Tom 
Dalton and Dan 


Donnelly took wickets. 

Bridgend responded 
with 43 for 2, Owen 
Davies (20 not out) and 
Troy Smith (14 not out) 
in 10 overs. Elliot Rees 
was player of the final. 

The following awards 
were presented by Ben 
Wright to the under-16s: 

- Bowling award - 
Tom Dalton; 

- Batting award - 
Owen Davies; 

- Player of the year - 
Sam Pearce. 

- Charlie Griffiths 
Club Person of the Year 
- Sam Shepherd. 

A certificate was pre¬ 
sented with thanks to 
seven of the season’s 
squad from the junior 
section who are leaving, 
in recognition for their 


contributions to 
Bridgend Town. 

They have also 
become regulars at 
Senior level: Owen 
Davies, Tom Hill, Ieuan 
Potts, John Roberts, 
Troy Smith and Archie 
Yates. 

Acknowledgments go 
to Nigel Clayton, John 
Davies and Rob Pearce 
for umpiring in the last 
few years and to Alun 
Bunston and Andy 
Marvell, chairman and 
vice chairman, and 
finally our supporters. 

With congratulations 
to Chris Roberts, Nigel 
Clayton and Clive Rees 
for the most successful 
season in Bridgend 
Town junior cricket. 

CDD 


Close encounters 
of a Vardre kind 
for Pencoed RFC 



•'V- 


Action from Pencoed 
Seconds against Brackla. 
PICTURE BY JULIE 
HANCOCK 


PENCOED First 
XV made light of 
the traffic prob¬ 
lems on the way to 
Vardre, scoring in 
the opening minute 
at the Maes y 
Bioden ground, 
nestled deep in the 
Swansea Valley. 

Almost from the 
kick-off, Pencoed recy¬ 
cled possession around 
their own 22 for outside 
half Adam Halse to 
straighten on the count¬ 
er; swift hands saw the 
ball reach full back 
Glen Hiscocks in the 
right wing position and 
Hiscocks left the 
defence for dead from 
50 metres out. 

Pencoed again threat¬ 
ened down the left, cen¬ 
tre Lloyd Bargery hand¬ 
ing off his opposite 
number before feeding 
left wing Lewys 
Jenkins, who was held 
up deep in the home 22. 
Halse then went close, 
just taken out at the cor¬ 
ner flag. 

Pencoed proceeded to 
dominate the opening 
quarter, then against the 
run of play the home 
side got a somewhat 
fortuitous try following 
a loose kick, home cen¬ 
tre Brunton capitalising 
at the posts, McFenton 
converted. 

Pencoed then conced¬ 
ed another soft score 
within a minute and 
found themselves 14-5 
down. With both teams 
guilty of mistakes in 
defence, it was now 
Pencoed's turn to take 
advantage, and Bargery 
profited from a mess up 
in the Vardre 22 to steer 
the ball over the line for 
the touchdown. 

Vardre then got their 
third try through left 
wing Cording, who 
added the conversion 
for a 21-10 lead. The 
Pencoed front row of 
Sean Donovan, Tom 
Drew and Nicky 
Hawkins were dominat¬ 
ing the set piece and the 
pack drove over from 
close range for scrum 
half Tom Davies to get 
the touchdown. 

Halse converted and 
the score at the interval 
read 21-17. 

Vardre opened the 


second half well, turn¬ 
ing over Pencoed pos¬ 
session for Cording to 
get his second try, and a 
try bonus for his team - 
Mcfenton converted. 

At 28-17 to Vardre 
there came a key 
moment in the match; 
Cording was again sent 
clear and looked odds 
on to score and proba¬ 
bly put the match out of 
Pencoed’s reach, but 
Halse, showing gritty 
determination, covered 
across to somehow claw 
the home wing down at 
full stretch. 

Vardre then picked up 
a yellow card, and with 
play to and fro, Pencoed 
scored on the counter, 
releasing Hiscocks 
down the right hand 
touchline, the player 
showing good ball con¬ 
trol in the kick and 
chase to score his side’s 
bonus point try. 

Ken Morris converted 
and it was game on at 
28-24 to the home side. 

Halse then caught 
Vardre cold with a dis¬ 
guised cross kick from 
right to left for the fly¬ 
ing Jenkins to collect 
and put his side 28-29 
in front. 

Pencoed skipper 
Morris then gave 
replacement Ben Read 
his first touch with a 
shot at goal, and Read 
duly obliged for 
Pencoed to extend their 
lead to 28-32. 

The Pencoed support¬ 
ers then had to endure a 
nerve-racking final 
onslaught, before a 
Vardre knock on some 
15 metres out ended the 
match, much to the 
relief of the Pencoed 
players and supporters 
alike, the score ending 


32-28. 

Once again the 
Pencoed scrummage 
was strong throughout, 
No8 Gareth Prentice 
making the hard yards, 
and the front five show¬ 
ing good hands in bro¬ 
ken play. 

However, it is in this 
area where the team is 
being exposed defen¬ 
sively with first up tack¬ 
les not always made. 

If the team can tight¬ 
en up this aspect of their 
play they can hold their 
own with anyone in 
Division 3 South West. 

Adam Halse was cho¬ 
sen as the Pencoed man 
of the match. 

The team now has a 
break over the weekend 
and return to league 
action at the Recreation 
Ground with Maesteg 
Celtic the visitors on 
November 17, 2.30pm 
kick off. 

The Second XV were 
comprehensive 41-14 
winners against Brackla, 
their dominance up 
front ensuring only one 
winner. 

Tries came from 
Leyton Williams (two), 
Rhys Watkins, Liam 
Evans, Gary Money, 
and two penalty tries. 
Gareth Hughes added 
three conversions. 

The Second XV also 
return to action on 
November 17 in a Mid 
Glamorgan league 
match at Heol-y-Cyw. 

Pencoed Youth 
recorded a season’s dou¬ 
ble over visiting 
Llantrisant, winning 15- 
8. At the time of going 
to press, subject to con¬ 
firmation, the youth 
visit the Old Parish for a 
Friday evening flood¬ 
light friendly. TR 


AM welcomes 
business rate 
announcement 

VALE AM Jane Hutt has welcomed the 
announcement from Business Minister 
Edwina Hart AM, of £20 million funding 
for business rate incentives in all seven 
enterprise zones in Wales from January 
2013. 

Jane Hutt said: “I welcome the minister’s 
announcement of a £20million business rate, target¬ 
ing support for start-ups and SMEs that are creating 
jobs - this will be a major boost for St Athan in my 
constituency.” 
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Kenfig Hill win with 
last kick of the game 


WITH the Groft Goch field unplayable 
due to the bad weather, Kenfig Hill 
moved this game against Carmarthen 
Athletic to Cornelly. 

There were a couple of heavy hail showers dur¬ 
ing the game but both sides stuck to the task in 
hand to produce some entertaining rugby in poor 
conditions. 

The Athletic started brightly and missed an early 
penalty kick, Kenfig Hill responded and outside 
half Mathew Tossell put a penalty over. 

The visitors’ backs spun the ball out but the 
home defence was equal to them with some strong 
tackling by centre Alun Brace. 

The Mules then received two yellow cards in 
quick succession and were put under immense 
pressure with scrums on the line, but the forwards’ 
determination showed and they cleared the danger 
each time, and no points were conceded during the 
period Kenfig Hill played with 13 men. 

The Mules conceded a penalty try when the 
scrum went down close to the line when one of the 
forwards lost his footing on the slippery ground. 
The Athletic scrum half Scott Maynard converting. 

There was a superb tackle by Alun Brace, who 
prevented what looked like a certain try by the 
Athletic when he tackled their winger into touch 
inches short of the line. 

The Athletic had a player yellow carded just 
after the interval and replacement outside half 
Nicky Giles made no mistake with the penalty. 

The Athletic came back and scored a pushover 
try through their No8 Gareth Bennett, Maynard 
converting. Giles replied with two penalties, and 
the Mules were now in the ascendancy. 

A slick handling move saw centre Alun Brace 
power his way through the visitors’ defence to 
score under the posts, Giles making no mistake 
with the conversion. 

Kenfig Hill were awarded a penalty in front of 
the posts but the decision was reversed thanks to 
an indiscretion by one of their players. Moments 
later a fracas occurred and a player from each side 
received a red card. 

The Athletic were awarded a scrum close to the 
Mules’ line and went for a pushover try but their 
No8 lost control of the ball and it left the scrum. 

The decision to award a penalty try was greeted 
with incredulity by the home team and supporters, 
but with Maynard converting, this gave the visitors 
a two-point lead with very little game time left. 

Kenfig Hill were awarded a penalty just inside 
the Athletic half and Giles had no hesitation in 
indicating the kick, and despite the poor conditions 
he put it straight between the sticks to give the 
Mules victory as the referee blew for time straight 
after the kick. 

Final score: Kenfig Hill 22 Carmarthen 
Athletic 21. 

The Mules’ indiscipline could have easily cost 


Porthcawl RFC 
under-13 s’ big win 


PORTHCAWL 
under-13s travelled 
to the Vale for a 
fixture with Dinas 
Powys after their 
game with 
Cambrian was can¬ 
celled. 

The Seaweeds looked 
determined to create 
some early fireworks of 
their own and scored 
straight from the kick¬ 
off with a try from 
Brandon Cooper. 

Nichols followed this 
up with a try of his own 
and Joe Stradling made 
the score 19-0 to 
Porthcawl after only 10 
minutes. 

Dinas, clearly rattled, 
could do nothing about 
the early onslaught and 
continued to fall off 
tackles, which their 
coaches clearly found 
frustrating. Anthony 
Burnell was next to 
cross the line for the 
Seaweeds followed by 
Louis Protheroe and 
another from Joe 
Stradling. 

Dinas could do noth¬ 
ing to stop the green and 
black juggernaut, but to 


their credit, the boys 
stuck at the job and 
never surrendered, even 
though the traffic was 
all one way. 

Jac Flanagan grabbed 
Porthcawl’s seventh try 
with Iestyn Raven, scor¬ 
ing against his old club, 
scorching over for 
Porthcawl’s eighth. 

Brandon Cooper 
strolled over for his sec¬ 
ond and Jac Flanagan 
made it two for himself 
with a barnstorming run 
and dive. 

Harry Evans was next 
up and his try was 
quickly followed by 
Tom Davies. Brandon 
successfully converted 
eight of the tries, to 
make the final score 
Dinas Powys 0, 
Porthcawl 76. 

Many thanks to Dinas 
Powys for their hospital¬ 
ity. 

Man of the match was 
Lloyd Mortimer, the rest 
of victorious Porthcawl 
squad: Ethan Waters, 
Ben Collins, Max 
Budding, Kurds 
Pridmore, Jac Maund, 
James Main, Dan 
Williams and Ben 
Roach. IB 



ABOVE: Alun Brace in action. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY PETER GILLING 



them this game and credit must be given to the 
players who stayed on the field, giving a superb 
defensive display under pressure. 

Chris Tossell was given the man of the match 
award for his captaincy skills under adverse condi¬ 
tions. Matthew Davies had another good game at 
prop and Jon Thomas stood out in the second row, 
while Kyle Evans had a good game on the wing, 
attacking and defending well, and Alun Brace was 
outstanding in the centre. 

KENFIG HILL/CORNELLY YOUTH 
vCOBRA 

THE youth were drawn away to COBRA in the 
second round of the Webb Ellis Youth Cup and 
left Kenfig Hill at 8am for the arduous trek to 
North Wales. 

COBRA are a highly rated side and have been 
unbeaten at home for two years but Kenfig Hill 
took their record, emerging victorious: 46-6. 

Kristian Stenner was named man of the match, 
scoring four tries, with Clive Davies, Mike 
Kennedy and Ross Cooper scoring a try apiece; 
Lloyd Bradley put over four conversions and a 
penalty. 

Head coach Ben John said this was a good all¬ 
round performance with the front row playing par¬ 
ticularly well against a strong opposition. 

GOS 


BRIDGEND 
BRIDGE CLUB 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge Club 
for recent events are: 

Wednesday, October 
31: First - Linda 
Pinnock and Denis 
Mottram; second - Liam 
Sheridan and Alan 
Williams; third - David 
Bowen and David 
Crompton. 

Friday, November 2: 
First - Marjorie Morris 
and Linda Pinnock; sec¬ 
ond - Ray Smith and 
Bill Turner; third - Bryn 
Gough and Alan Grant. 

In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 7pm at Nolton 
Church Hall, to which 
all bridge players are 
welcome, there are les¬ 


sons with Graham Jones 
on Fridays at 7pm. 

To register an interest 
contact Graham Jones 
on 01446 775952, Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968 or David 
Newman on 01656 
649138. 

Afternoon lessons on 
Thursdays, also at 
Nolton Church Hall at 
2pm with John and 
Christine Evans, are for 
beginners and also those 
who have played some 
bridge and would like to 
improve their bidding 
and card play. 

For further details 
and to register an inter¬ 
est, contact John on 
01656 880372. 

DN 


ATH YOUTH WIN OUT IN 
‘BATTLE OF BRIDGEND’! 


FOLLOWING the previ¬ 
ous night’s heavy rain, 
numerous matches had 
been cancelled and it was 
only the exceptional 
drainage at Brynteg 
School which allowed this 
much-awaited local derby 
between Bridgend Sports 
and Bridgend Athletic 
youth to go ahead. 

The Athletic started quickly, 
taking the game to their oppo¬ 
nents, and they dominated terri¬ 
tory for long periods. 

The stem Sports defence, 
however, did not allow the 
Athletic any real scoring oppor¬ 
tunities, despite the Athletic’s 
pack making numerous runs and 
rolling mauls, with forwards Jake 
Lewis, Zac Evans and the out¬ 
standing Iestyn Merriman promi¬ 
nent. 

Against the mn of play, the 
first scoring opportunity came to 
Bridgend Sports with a long- 
range penalty attempt from 


Lloyd Bartlett. The kick fell just 
short however. 

The game continued at a good 
pace with backs and forwards 
combining on both sides despite 
the wet conditions underfoot 
with the Athletic still dominating 
territory, but the Sports fighting 
to dismpt the Athletic’s patterns. 

The Sports lineout was also 
working well, which was provid¬ 
ing them with good ball and 
allowing them to kick out of 
defence. 

The deadlock was finally bro¬ 
ken after some 25 minutes when 
sustained Athletic pressure 
allowed Iestyn Merriman to cross 
the Sports’ line for the game’s 
only try. This was converted by 
Scott Go van to make the score 7- 
0 to Bridgend Athletic. 

The Athletic continued to 
apply pressure to the Sports 
defence and this led to a 30th- 
minute penalty by Scott Govan 
to make the half-time score 10-0 
to the Athletic. 

Bridgend Sports started the 
second half with much more 


determination and with their line¬ 
out continuing to work well, they 
began to turn the pressure back 
onto Bridgend Athletic. The 
game also began to open up, 
with both sets of backs making 
mns at their opposite numbers. 

A second attempted penalty 
from Lloyd Bartlett again fell 
just short 10 minutes into the 
second half. 

Despite the conditions both 
teams played some excellent 
rugby and with both defences 
being very strong and well- 
organised, they effectively can¬ 
celled each other out. 

There was no further scoring 
and the match finished at 10-0 to 
Bridgend Athletic. 

The match was played in an 
excellent spirit and while on this 
occasion the Athletic took the 
spoils, the Sports can count 
themselves unlucky not to have 
pushed the score closer. 

Both teams will certainly be 
looking forward to the return fix¬ 
ture early in the new year. 

MP 


BRYNCETHIN YOUTH IN 
HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE 


BRYNCETHIN 
youth entertained 
Dulais Valley in 
what was an enter¬ 
taining and hard- 
fought league 
game. 

The whole match was 
played with high inten¬ 
sity and both sets of 
players attacked at 
every opportunity. 

Both teams had a 
number of good chances 
to score but both 
defences held solid. A 
good attacking run from 
prop Shane Jones inside 
the Dulais Valley 22 
looked as if it had creat¬ 
ed an opening, but the 
Dulais defence scram¬ 
bled well and smothered 
the attack. 

With the half almost 
over, a good run by 
winger Ryan James 
brought the ball into the 
Dulais Valley half. 

When he was eventu¬ 
ally tackled, Dulais 
were penalised for 
infringing at the ruck, 
and the penalty was 
quickly taken by centre 
Corey Bater. 

He offloaded to fel¬ 
low centre Tom Day, 


who used his speed and 
strength to power into 
the Dulais Valley 22, 
where he was able to 
pop the ball to the ever- 
supporting Connor Law 
to score in the corner. 
This concluded a pulsat¬ 
ing half. 

Dulais Valley quickly 
scored at the start of the 
second half when they 
stole a Bryncethin line¬ 
out on the five-metre 
line. Their scrum half 
drove for the line and 
when he was brought 
down, the ball was 
quickly recycled and 
moved to their centre to 
score under the posts. 

He also added the con¬ 
version. 

Bryncethin applied 
pressure from the restart 
and had a good opportu¬ 
nity to score when the 
ball was kicked on by 
replacement centre Tom 
Bluck. Law chased and 
was unfortunate in not 
being able to get the 
ball to the supporting 
Nathan Morgan. 

This seemed to spur 
the Dulais Valley side 
on and they slowly 
moved the ball into the 
Bryncethin half. 


They again stole a 
line-out and created a 
rolling maul. It was 
stopped just short of the 
line but despite numer¬ 
ous attempts to pick up 
and drive by their for¬ 
wards, they were driven 
backward and eventual¬ 
ly knocked the ball on. 

They were not to be 
denied a few minutes 
later though, as they 
were awarded a penalty 
after Bryncethin were 
judged to be offside at a 
ruck. Their centre 
stepped up and slotted 
over the penalty. 

Bryncethin responded 
well to going further 
behind, retaining the 
ball and probing at the 
Dulais Valley defence. 

A half break by No8 
Liam Thomas was car¬ 
ried on by lock Steven 
James. He off-loaded 
the ball to Morgan, who 
passed it onto Short. He 
ran at the Dulais Valley 


defence, drew in his 
man and popped the 
ball to Bluck, who 
entered the line at full 
speed and burst through 
to score near the corner 
- Short’s conversion 
just got over. 

With their noses in 
front Bryncethin looked 
to finish off their oppo¬ 
nents, which they did 
with another quickly 
taken penalty by scrum 
half Geraint Watkin. 

He broke through the 
defence, off-loaded to 
Law, who was brought 
down. The ball was 
quickly recycled and 
moved to centre Tyler 
Thomas to score in the 
comer for a final score 
of 17-10. 

This concluded a pul¬ 
sating match. Nathan 
Morgan was man of the 
match for Bryncethin 
for his all round defen¬ 
sive work and support 
play. HR 


CADETS ON 
THE RUN... 


CHESS NEWS 


DUE to Porthcawl Chess Club’s decline in 
members, Bridgend Chess Club took 
Porthcawl chess, one of the founders of 
the east Glamorgan chess league, under 
their wing. 

Though they still retain their name and identity 
they are now registered as a Bridgend team. The 
resulting merger has proved to be a great success 
with players from both clubs now able to play for 
both teams, resulting in Porthcawl climbing to fourth 
place in the second division. 

For more information on Bridgend and Porthcawl 
chess visit: www.bridgendchessclub.com. 

MK 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTS CLUBS! 

The GEM wants to hear 
your club news and reports - 
get in touch with us and 
email: gemeditorial 
@tindlnews. co. uk. 


IT was a cold 
Sunday morning at 
the end of October 
but that didn’t faze 
six cadets from 
Kenfig Hill. 

They travelled to 
Whitland to take part in 
Inter Squadron Cross 
Country trials. Four of 
the cadets, Cdt Cpl 
Norris, Cdt Peckham, 


Cdt Dixon and Cdt 
Leadbetter were suc¬ 
cessful in being selected 
to represent No3 Welsh 
Wing at the Regional 
Inter Wing Cross 
Country Trials to be 
held at RAF Cosford 
later this year. 

Lindsay Thomas 
Secretary Civilian 
Committee 
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CCTV Sysems 
Supplied 
l. and Fitted % 


Sonos wi-fi m 
sound system installed. 
Visit our website 
for more details 
or call to arrange 
a free demo’ ^ 


New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


[” 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


3 for 2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

a Blinds 

• Shutters 

| ‘Awnings SOlST 

'Canopies bfmds 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


flstrflital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel.TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J55V COVERING ALL AREAS J557 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



The Aerial Man (Barry) 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

^ Free Home Visits 





VALE BLINDStWa.es, Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


n 
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GRAB i^ 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

• New Build • Extensions 

• Driveways • Tarmac 

• Drop Kerbs 


01446 700535 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


BARRY & VAlf DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 


SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 





-\ 

Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


d i a mQn d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 R*' 


email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


Read page by page online at: 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 
www.barry-today.co.uk 
www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk 


+ BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE * 


ALPHA HOME 
CLEANING SERVICE 

• Professional Carpet 
Cleaning 

• Leather Suites 
Cleaned and Treated 

A good, reliable, prompt 
service, giving the 
highest standards possible. 
Special rates for senior 
citizens. 

01656 788901 or 
07986 450609 



CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

Plus... _ 

Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 



Plan ahead 
for 2013. 

Use the GEM 
to promote your 
business. 
Reach 43,000 
readers and be 
seen on the web. 

Call: 

01446 774484 

The GEM 




HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 
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Excel Sweeps m 

ecornu«n*t i«a> -=r=_ 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Clear$o$A 

fif}inwy£i)cqi i ' 
Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

TeL 07890 857238 






S.C.D 

Carpentry 

• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
• Kitchens 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 
Call Steve on 
07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


Services 


Quality installation mm 
of Kitchen and ^ 
Bedroom fittings 
“Local reliable staff’ 

Call Paul now for 
a free quotation 

07568 159619 

prservices2012@hotmail.co.uk 


~W If its wood 
P5 jm - we're 

IrpIn™ 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


3571/J55 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

t/uzt comet you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


GRIFFITHS 
CARPENTRY 

’ All Aspects of 
Carpentry Work 
Undertaken 
Internal and 
External 


01446 790384 
07803 696451 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


|D.GULUVER“£:?| 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


Brian flttley 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



HEATH 

WINDOWS Sc DPDRS W 

%hotel* on 

c wwe £ 2 ,t §tmdt 
02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


AUTUMN - WINTER 

OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, 

Reliable Service 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



0 

H 


9. 


FREE BACK 
DOOR 

when you buy 1 x 
front door ana 3 or 
more windows 


/REiFIT 

** (Established Family Business) 


Repair 

I Specialists I 


Locksmiths! 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


'dMSBMmamMm 

• Clean, Tidy & Reliable / 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ CommerciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 4 A t 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdmmmondl37@gmail.com 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




U I L D r 


C H 


ELECTRICIAN 

New Fuse Board from £295 (no VAT) 
Part P Compliant 
Rewire & New Build Specialist 
All electrical work undertaken 

Email: info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


mm 


rvices 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


S.M.Vaughan 


■+ 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
^ Bridgend 659354 g 07974 120082 


Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 J 
07885 347642 I 


Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL 

■REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

H™ 

rN Domestic 
I I Installer 

I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY 
AVAILABLE 


01446 733773 N^r 
07816 091425 — 


Bridge 
I Vue 

Tree Services 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


j Complete Garden Service?* 

‘ FEKCNG • D6CKIHG * TVEIS FtLLBX ICDGIS 
4M> IJtVHS • WALLS, MTVU AMD PATTIS 

Trlc|iK4it»4 : #1444. 41*428 

or 07745 611 753 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Driveways • Patios • Fencing • Decking 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 

info @ gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

QBB ^§r 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


t he cc 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


bairy-loday.co.iik 
cowbridge-today.cc 
mtwit-maior-today.co.uk 


UortkuRun ■ 

BALES • SERVICE . REPAIRS • SPARES 
LAWN MOWtftS - mae-ONS - CHAINSAWS 

SMlMMCAS - HtoatcvrrtAt 
AMO GARDEN ACCESSORIES 

RfVG MOW FOR SOME GREAT DEALS 

Mott hwJlm t0Mc*d And repaired 

■» — - 

Diking ^ m< * Uandow, 


Coabrdgo Cf71 7Pf 

Tab 01444 775602 


Advertise your Company in 
SEM 01446 774 484 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers S? 


Call 01446 772444 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 

LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


* 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

— 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 


01446 735 681 or 07815 097 99424hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 
| " Annual Boiler Service only £40 ^ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^J 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
TAJi & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


Bariy Plumbing 
Services ^ 

All Plumbing and 200106 
Boiler Work carried out 
24 hour service 
All work guaranteed 

Tel. 07815 781627 


Hydros Heating 
& Plumbing 


(Oil Heating Specialists) 


• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Emergency Calls 

Tel. Jeff Morgan 
on 07925 192395 
email: info@hydrosheating.co.uk 
www. hydrosheating. co. uk 



c Jin Hid BIT ^2 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your S 

plumbing Sji*? 

needs. No job 
too small 

All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 

07973 785339 
07956 887536 

4 

07526 12598 
or 01446 753503 



Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators No . 5266441 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs •/ 

Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 




‘DCflmbmj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
uiQm V 

> 0M4* 411*71 

M 07ff m 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 4^^ 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD 

i l Mini, Midi & Large 
. Builders Skips 

BJ Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



© 

CairtO&jas 

• 

Driving School Ltd 


• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

A 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

T 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


1C Rich’s S.O.M. 

'— Patient, friendly, 
reliable instructor 
with 10 years 
experience. 


1st 10 hours £99 


07812 564378 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


JjLjrJCil & MaiMi 


r our local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


Established ovgr 23years /~ 

•TiLestyLe 

^ mm/ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

B 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 



BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 




IirOPlasterinq I Cowbridge & Vale 
l/llIservices I PLASTERERS 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. Q7915 590029 

GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Advertise your 
business in 

The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


REMOVE 
- 


YCLE RE-USE 
- 


Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



W73m3D 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07570 931487 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


St.Athan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


Grass Cuttings 
House Removal 
Rubbish Removal 
Hedge Trimming 
Gutters, Fascia’s 
Cleaned 
Free Quotes 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


07763 007819 I ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


Roofing 
specialists 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Avoid the cell • 

USE A&L! 


VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price local Iv MTTVifAYt for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 




Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 
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ViVBffltBXsl 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot 


FaWiIi] minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

wmi minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


mum minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 




DISTRIBUTORS 

Dflyo rpquirwi Tsmpororf OKIhbulert 
♦o delhrrr the new Yellow Pog« In the 
local oroo. A cor is required. 

Pec wore HfKmoiw o*d to a pdf <r»lne. 
deasego V}. 

wvrw.deya.co.uk'jobs 

AlWmsf tarty col «* 174 tKOrti on; 

0118 989 9909 / 0800 298 7101 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


daisy & jack 



is looking for a 

Qualified, Experienced Hairdresser 

who is great with children, 

to run our Circus themed salon 

Open Saturdays and one afternoon during the 
week, we want to provide a magical experience 
for children. Interested? 

Please call us on 01446 772133 
or email us at info@daisyandjack.co.uk 






ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


toTeF I 

Barry 

Upper Broad Street 

Single lock-up garage in 
gated lane. Suitable for car 
or storage. £18 per week. 

Tel 01446 749727 


Three bedroomed 
property, good clean 
condition, CH, DG. 

Tel: 07916 315977 
or 01446 620200 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

I Tracey Clemett-Wood, 
do hereby give notice that 
I have applied to the Vale 
of Glamorgan Authority 
for a new Premises 
Licence at the Address 
Suite, Clemwood Stores, 
28 Dock View Road, 
Barry, CF63 4JP for the 
retail sale of alcohol to be 
sold off the premises 
between the hours of 
09.00 and 21.00 Monday 
- Sunday. 

Any person wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do 
so by writing to 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Licensing 
Department, not later 
than 28 days after the 
date of this notice. 

Representations 
received after this date 
will not be considered. 

It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make 
false statements in 
connection with this 
application, the 

maximum fine on 
summary conviction 
being £5,000. 

Date: 

30th October, 2012. 


■ In- 

01446 
774 484 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


H& aSHD 


Found 

Earring in 
Filco Car Park 

Cowbridge on 
Friday 2nd November. 
Contact 

01446 772131 


MISSING 

CAT 

Missing Greenacres, 
Barry. Black male cat 
with small white patch 
under chin - 2 yrs old, 
chipped. 1 Midnight’. 

01446 722190 


Joycelyn 
Ruth Williams 

known as ‘Lyn’ 

Passed away peacefully, at home on October 31, 
2012, after a long illness, surrounded by her family. 
She will be dearly missed, especially for her 
cheerfulness. 

Funeral to be held at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Friday November 9, at 1.15pm. Please wear bright 
colours. Family flowers only please. Donations by 
cheque, if desired, to British Lung Foundation Wales, 
registered charity no 326730,6a Prospect Place, 
Swansea SA1 1QP 


MORTIMER 

Marlene 


Peacefully on November 5 at Holme Tower Marie 
Curie Centre, Penarth, Marlene of Rhoose. 

Beloved wife of Jeff, devoted mother of Lisa and 
Andrew, loving grandmother of Kieran and Katelyn, 
dear daughter-in-law of Margaret. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Wednesday, November 14, 
service 1pm at Penmark Church followed by cremation 
at Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 2.15pm. 
No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, to 
Holme Tower Marie Curie Centre c/o J James, 11 
Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3DZ. 


THANK YOU! 


Bubbles & Brunch would like to thank 
everyone who helped and supported the 
fundraising event in the Champagne Tent 
at the Food and Drink Festival. 

All the local businesses, the School Jazz 
Band; Greta, Ceri and the Scallywag 
models; and everyone who gave their time. 
Also to Natalie and Justin of the QPC for 
putting it all together. Simply amazing. 

Thank you all so much, 
Hannah Stephens. 


IdiniiT.ETH I ► 


80 Y&frrs Yomig arm sjSlli 
as beautiful as ever 
Happy 80 th Birthday^ ^ 

on 14th November w 
[MARGARET r 
FIELD 

With love from your loving 

husband Roy, daughter V-> 

Debra and her husband Tom, all your 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, 
and all your family and friends m 


COLEMAN 
Glenn 

Peacefully on 1st November at his home in Barry, 
Glenn aged 59 years, (former lecturer, and former 
publican of The Fox & Hounds, St Brides Major). 

Much loved husband of Yvonne, loving dad 
of Kelly. Greatly missed by his loving 
family and friends. 

Funeral service in St Bridget’s Church, St Brides 
Major, on Friday, 9th November at 2.30pm 
followed by burial in the churchyard. 

Family Flowers only please, if wished donations 
may be sent to Marie Curie Cancer Care, Holme 
Tower, Bridgeman Road, Penarth. 

All enquiries to A G Adams & Son, 

Barry 01446 735128. 


HUISH 

Winifred May (Winnie) 

Passed away peacefully in her sleep on 4th November 
2012 at Southways Residential Home, Cowbridge 
(formerly of Aberthin). 

A loving mother, mother-in-law, grandmother and 
great grandmother. She will be missed by all who knew her. 
Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend on 
Thursday, 15 th November 2012 at 11am, where friends 
please meet. Family flowers only please. 


60 Years Young 
on 8th November 

Hope you have a great day. 
Lots of love Ann, Mike, Kayleigh, 
and all the family x x x 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Funoiiai Director* 


Cor**£i*b* 24 ttours * Q 

♦ funwti irat-fMyi 

• WWmxUI 


7 dM a 


Pembroke House. 

College Street, LI on twit Major 
01446 792 489 


fw HPREENE&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
| PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Use ic GI to reach the people from Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 for friendly, helpful advice. 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 




W A Brown S Son 


2TURNIDGE OF 
LONDON GLASS 
DISPLAY 
CABINETS 

Mains powered lighting, 
(can be sold separately). 

£50 each 

01446 711093 


Chaise Longue 

Green brocade, excellent 
condition £120 ono. 

4-Wheeled 

Walker 

With seat, used twice. 

£45 ono. 

01656 858710 


Armchair 

Green draylon, button 
back £45. 

Drop-Leaf 
Dining Table & 
4 Chairs 

Draylon seats £50. 

Electric Fire 

Teak surround, flame 
effect £45. 

Metal Detector 

£20 

Display Screen 

With folding table for 
laptop, projector etc. 
£45. 

01446 773135 


Maxi Cosi 

Childs Safety car seat, 
priori SPS £45 ono. 

Mamas & Papas 

Pipi Pushchair (Pink) 
complete with universal 
rain cover £25 ono. 
Both excellent condition. 
01656 841303 


Sanderson 

Curtains 

Two pairs, pale green, 
double lined plus 
pelmets, one width x 
49inch drop, two widths 
x 102inch drop. 
Cost £1,750, sell £300. 
01656 861920 


Indian Silk 
Carpet 

Traditional colours 
(maroon/cream), 6’6” x 
9’3”. Bought Cowbridge 
for £470. As new. 

Sell for £320 

01446 771371 


New Stair lift 

£500. 

New Single 

Bed with mattress 
and covers £100. 

01446 890489 


UPVC Double 
Opening 
French Patio 
Doors 

Frame size 
1785w x 2060h 

£150 ono. 

01446 737763 


3 Leather 
Jackets 

Blouson, as new, 

1 black, 1 brown, 1 navy. 
All XL. Purchased at 
£185 each. Lakeland. 

Sale price £60 each 

01656 860775 


Modern Kitchen 

Slab doors, stainless steel 
handles, 17 units & tower 
with fan ovens. Hob, 
extractor fan, laminate work 
surfaces. Sink & tap, VGC. 
(Individual items not applicable) 
£800 the lot! 

Tel: 07711 668468 or 
01446 760477 ^ 


2 New uPVC 
Double Tilt & 
Turn Windows 

Wrong style, bought in 
error. 1550cm x 1400cm. 
Need to collect from buyer 
(Barry). Original price £600 

£400 ono 

Tel 01446 74924§ /46 


3 Ladies Coats 

Size 20. 

1 size 24 £15 each. 
Barbour Wax Jacket and 
Barbour Wax Gilet, both 
large £75 each. 
Ladies dressing gown 
20/22 £15. All new. 

Tel 01446 773819 


White Door 
Canopy 

Grey apex roof, fibreglass 
£75 ono. Bathroom sink & 
pedestal, new £35 ono. 
Welsh Dresser, fairly good 
condition £50 ono. 

Tel 01446 621162 
07543 151177 ..... 


IflFHhfK p®Gr' 


02 FORD KA 
1249cc 3-dr 
Manual 

Met dark blue. 

New MoT, e/w, 
Excellent condition. 

£1,250 ono 

01446 773307 „ 


Volvo C70 

Convertible 2.0 

Taxed Oct 2013, MOT May 
2013, metallic blue, leather 
interior, excellent condition, 
all elec, 57,400k. 

£3,750 ono 

01446 792819 


1995 Reg 

BMW 316i Compact 

Boston Met. Green, taxed, 
MOT till Aug 2013. New shock 
absorbers, new brake pipes, 
new hand brake and steering 
overhaul. FSH, efficient, 
reliable. Good condition. 

£995 ono 

01446 742669 „ 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 
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STARS OF THE SQUARED CIRCLE 
SHOW WRESTLING STILL APPEALS 





H ELD at the 
Grand 
Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, 
‘Wrestling Against 
Bullying’ was a live 
fundraising event, 
helping to raise 
awareness for the 
Beat-Bullying char¬ 
ity. 

It had a great appeal 
for youngsters whose 
parents and grandparents 
brought them in to see 
the show from as far 
away as Tylorstown in 
the Rhondda. 

The show brought 
memories flooding back 
of those professional 
wrestlers who were pop¬ 
ular on TV in the 1970s 
and 1980s; the charis¬ 
matic Big Daddy 
(Shirley Crabtree), Giant 
Haystacks, Mighty John 
Quinn, the Masked 
Kendo Nagasaki, Mark 
Roco and Mick 
McManus. 

The bouts were still of 
the same format with 
villains getting the 
‘boos’ from the audience 
and the heroes getting 
the ‘cheers’. 

Not perhaps quite of 
the standard of the old 
days, but nevertheless 
exciting and entertaining 
enough for the young¬ 
sters to want to get auto¬ 
graphs of all the 
wrestling stars at the end 
of the show. 

Even the St John 
Ambulance nurses want¬ 
ed to get in on the act 
and have their photo¬ 
graph taken with one of 
the wrestlers! 




ABOVE: St John Ambulance 
volunteers get to grips with a wrestler. 



ABOVE: A crash landing on a prone wrestler seems to be imminent! 


Countryside theme in art show 



Artist Jeremy Houghton and Countryside 
Alliance director for Wales, Rachel Evans. 
Photograph by HEATHER MARCH 


THE Countryside 
Alliance held an exhi¬ 
bition of country- 
themed paintings by 
Jeremy Houghton at 
Fonmon Castle, by 
permission of Sir 
Brooke and Lady 
Boothby. 

Jeremy is the artist 
in residence to the 
Prince of Wales and 
was official BT 
Olympic artist for 
London 2012. 

Rachel Evans, 
Countryside Alliance 


Director, Wales, said: 
“Jeremy is a young 
British artist whose 
work is now included 
in collections at 
Buckingham Palace, St 
James’ Palace, the 
Royal Collection of 
Luxembourg, 
Chatsworth House, JP 
Morgan, the Hoare 
Bank, and Lloyd’s 
International Private 
Banking. 

“Demand for his 
work is rapidly 
increasing.” 
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Brynhill Ladies celebrate 
Thursday league winners 



ABOVE: The much appreciated 
Thursday league organisers 
Nicci Case (left) and Di Tapscott. 



Brynhill Ladies showing off their creations. 



ABOVE: Hilary West - making floral 
arrangments look easy. 



ABOVE (left to right): Thursday league winners Audrey Phillips, 
Chris Hopkins and Barbara Watkins. 



A PERIOD of very 
poor weather, 
resulting in the 
cancellation of a 
number of fixtures, 
hasn’t prevented 
Brynhill Ladies 
getting together. 

Earlier this month, 
members met for 
lunch and presenta¬ 
tions were made to 
Thursday league win¬ 
ners. The league was 
created to encourage 
players of all abilities 
to mix in. 

It has been organ¬ 
ised most efficiently by 
Nicci Case and Di 
Tapscott for more than 
15 years. 

Some 26 games were 
played, and the best 
four cards from each 
player were eligible for 
consideration. 

Points were award¬ 
ed and beautiful clocks 
were presented to the 
three ladies with the 
highest scores. 

In third place with 
76 points was Barbara 
Watkins. Runner-up 
with 77 points was 
Audrey Phillips, and 
the winner with 79 
points was Chris 
Hopkins. 

Following the pre¬ 
sentations, Nicci and 
Di were themselves 
presented with M&S 
vouchers as a thank 
you for their hard 
work throughout the 
year. 

Flower 

arranging 

RECENTLY, there 
was a good turnout of 
members and friends 
for a demonstration of 


flower arranging by 
highly respected local 
florist and club mem¬ 
ber, Hilary West. 
Hilary entertained us 
for more than an hour 
creating five displays, 
all the while explaining 
her methods, choice of 
foliage and flowers 
and answering ques¬ 
tions from the floor. 

Then it was our 
turn to try our hand 
and show what we had 
learnt. 

Throughout, Hilary 
walked among us 
advising and encour¬ 
aging. At the end of a 
most enjoyable 
evening we displayed 
our efforts and left for 
home proudly clutch¬ 
ing our creations. 


Upcoming 

events 

SATURDAY, 
November 10, 
7.30pm - presenta¬ 
tion night; 

Friday, November 
16 - ladies’ dinner; 

Tuesday, November 
20-ladies’AGM; 

Friday, November 
23 - ladies’ golf team 
dinner. 

JP 


Barrivale 

results 

LATEST results 
from Barrivale, 
October 30: 

First - Peter Millar 
and Mike Close, 66.67 
per cent; second - Mark 
Roderick and Kay Dyer, 
61.9 per cent; third - 
Jane Brook and Mick 
Green, 54.76 per cent; 
Helen Jordan and 
Maureen Charlton won 
on handicap. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. Call 01446 
733425 or 01446 418380 
or call at the Pioneer 
Hall, Beryl Road Barry 
on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


Barry under-7s 
win first game 

LAST Sunday saw Barry RFC under-7s 
play their first game as a team. 

Opponents Llandaff North played a great game, 
keeping the young team on their toes and being 
quick to reply to every try Barry scored. 

It was a nailbiting game for the supporters of 
both sides with a total of 13 tries scored, but Barry 
narrowly secured a win with just one try separating 
the two teams. 

Mark and John, the young side’s coaches, were 
thrilled with the result - hopefully they have started 
as they mean to go on. 

JBT 


Last-ditch penalty 
condemns Barry 
RFC to a defeat 


FOR their latest 
league fixture, 
Barry travelled to 
Abercwmboi last 
Saturday. 

The WRU had 
arranged that the referee 
be considered for promo¬ 
tion to a higher league by 
assigning no fewer than 
three assessors to the 
task! 

Barry have made a 
habit this term of starting 
slowly and thus being 
forced to play catch-up. 

Saturday was no 
exception, with little evi¬ 
dence of concentration 
on display. Poor tackling 
soon gave the home XV 
the chance to open the 
scoring,, which they took 
to notch up a converted 
try. 

Again there were valu¬ 
able but individual con¬ 
tributions, notably from 
Tanner and Evans in the 
forwards. 

However, the lack of 
cohesion was hampering 
their efforts and soon the 
home side went further 
ahead with a well-struck 
penalty. 

Having gifted 

Abercwmboi a 10-point 
start, Barry woke up to 
the size of the task ahead. 
With Dix, Buckland, 
Provis and Lee providing 
some penetration in mid- 


field, things improved. 

It came as no surprise 
that the home team were 
forced to concede a 
penalty, which was con¬ 
verted by Lee. 

The increasing pres¬ 
sure brought just rewards 
when Evans crossed for a 
short-range try. The 
excellent conversion 
from out wide levelled 
the scores. 

There followed a spell 
in which Barry dominat¬ 
ed play. With ruck, maul 
and lineout operating 
smoothly Barry were 
looking the good side 
they are when concen¬ 
trating on the job in hand. 

Unfortunately, and 
against the run of play, 
Abercwmboi scored a 
further try. The conver¬ 
sion was the last action of 
the first half. 

The second session 
was played under a thun¬ 
dery sky with heavy 
showers drenching both 
players and supporters 
alike. The light was such 
that the floodlights were 
used for considerable 
periods. 

From the outset, naive 
tactics and sloppy execu¬ 
tion resulted in Barry 
having to defend for long 
periods. When they did 
break out, they looked 
effective and were soon 
rewarded with two fur¬ 


ther penalties. 

With Lundy and 
O’Sullivan prominent, 
they set up some useful 
field positions. With a 
win looking a distinct 
possibility, Dix went 
over - only for the refer¬ 
ee to adjudge that the ball 
had not been grounded. 

The visitors edged into 
the lead via a Lee penalty 
at the end of normal time 
but bitter disappointment 
replaced euphoria when 
Abercwmboi succeeded 
with a penalty right at the 
end of added time. 

Barry could, and per¬ 
haps should have won 
this fixture. If they had 
opened each half of the 
game playing with a little 
more concentration and 
accuracy, the spoils 
would have been theirs. 

It is pleasing, howev¬ 
er, to record that the 
assessed referee per¬ 
formed his task to a very 
high level. 

Barry: Dix, Adams, 
Provis, Buckland, Poole, 
Lee, Thorne, O’Sullivan, 
Evans, Hollister, 

McTavish, Tanner, Jones 
(captain), Parker, 

Hadfield. Substitutes: 
Lundy, Poole, Davies, 
Scott. 

CO 


MAT SIGNS OFF IN 
STYLE WITH MEDAL 



LEFT to RIGHT: bronze medallist, Willie Marr (Scotland), gold 
medallist, Timm Hines (USA) and silver medallist Mat Symmonds. 


W I T 
born 
Mat 
cele- 
148th 
i o n a 1 


shoot all of them to 
emerge in second posi¬ 
tion. 

This set up the first of 


country and the people 
were very welcoming of 
us archers. 

‘All credit to Timm, 


four head to head rounds w h 0 consistently showed 
with the former two-time himself to be the best 
US national champion, arc h e r on the field and a 


L L A N T 
MAJOR- 
archer, 

Symmonds, 
brated his 
i n t e r n a t 

appearance — . . 

Wales by taking the VaTVdeSeef This la,est ,0 — 11 
Silver medal at the Tuna two saw a nfS was Symmonds’ sixth 

IFAA World Field 
Archery 
Championships at 
Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. 


for Timm Hines. Now shoot- deserving winner . 


fioEtob World Field Archery 
archers, but the American Championships and his 
again achieved a small as ^ as captain of the 


Welsh national team. 

He said: “I’ve had the 
saw honour of captaining the 


lead to maintain first 
place. 

- , . . . Round three . 1 

With the Argentinian Symmonds push into the Welsh team for eight 
summer fast approach- i eac | ? which he main- wonderful years but I 
ing, temperatures were tained throughout, but a feel now is the right time 
anticipated to be in the critical elevation error on to hand over the reigns. I 
90s, but in the event, the t he last end allowed would like to thank the 
opening round was Hines to draw level to team and its management 
damp foggy, with poor maintain his overall lead. w h 0 have supported me 
visibility making the The final two rounds throughout.” 

saw some classy per- 


longer shots very testing. 


This put expected formances from Hines, 


scores down across the 
board. Despite the condi- 


Symmonds previously 
took gold at the World 


who shot superbly to champ i onships in 2 OOS 
the 8° ld ' in Namibia before turn- 


secure ^ 

tions, the opening round Meanwhile, Symmonds . f ■ , • ,-, A1A 

saw several challenges managed to extend the in § professionalLrn 2010 
from Willie Marr of lead between himself and and taking gold for a sec- 
Scotland, Jan van Dyke third-placed William 


ond time 


and Marr of Scotland to land Germany. 


Dahn, 


national the silver. 

Gustavo Mat commented: 


He will next be in 
I action at the British 


of Holland 
Argentinian 
champion, 

Milleker, but the am pleased to take the Indoor Championships in 
Welshman managed to silver medal in December at the Ricoh 
comprehensively out- Argentina. It is a great Arena in Coventry. SR 
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THIS IS A PUBLIC INFORMATION ADVERT 

DID YOU KNOW THAT DRIVING ON ONE 
ILLEGAL TYRE COULD MEAN THREE POINTS 
ON YOUR DRIVING LICENCE. 

FOUR TYRES IS A POSSIBLE BAN 
AND A FINE OF UP TO £2,000. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT BUYING PART WORN TYRES 
COULD INVALIDATE YOUR INSURANCE (THROUGH 
AGE AND INCORRECT FITMENTS) WHICH COULD 
MEAN A VERY EXPENSIVE ACCIDENT . 



SO GET YOUR VEHICLE CHECKED 
YOU KNOW IT MAKES SENSE! 

JUST CALL IN OR 
TELEPHONE US. 

IT’S FREE IF YOU ARE LEGAL 

SO BE SAFE, BE SURE 
AND STAY THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF THE LAW. 


NOW! 



LLANTWIT RFC UNDONE BY 
CLWB RYGBI CAERDYDD 


BECAUSE of the heavy 
overnight rain, this match 
was switched to the bottom 
pitch where the longer 
grass gave a firmer 
foothold to start with. 

But, as the game progressed, 
so conditions deteriorated, and it 
became a slogging match 
between the two packs. 

Normally the Llantwit eight 
would relish the challenge but 
unfortunately for the home side, 
they were reduced to seven for¬ 
wards after 15 minutes with what 
appeared to be a very harsh red 
card for Fijian No8 Dan Farrell, 
though the refereee was adamant 
after the game that it was a dan¬ 
gerous two-footed late tackle and 
the player had to go. 

Before Farrell’s departure for 
an early shower, Llantwit trailed 
6-0 as they conceded a plethora 
of penalties and put themselves 
under tremendous pressure in or 
around their own 22, where most 


of the first half was played. 

An exchange of penalties saw 
Llantwit turn around 9-3 adrift, 
with fly half Dan Powell kicking 
Llantwit’s points. 

With the wind at their backs 
and playing up the slope in the 
second half, Llantwit put up a 
spirited performance, with the 
seven-man pack outstanding 
against doughty opponents, par¬ 
ticularly flanker Sam Booker and 
Llantwit man of the match Lewis 
Collins, who played flanker in the 
first half and then hooker. 

Llantwit looked to be hanging 
on for a losing bonus point, only 
to concede a try from a scrum 
five with five minutes to go. 
Though they battled back upfield 
to pressure the CRC line in the 
dying minutes, they lacked the 
composure to make it count, 
going down 14-3. 

Formed in 1963, the predomi¬ 
nantly Welsh-speaking club recru- 
uits from all regions of Wales, 
mainly teachers, solicitors and 


other professions who come to 
Cardiff to work, and they have 
done well to progress up the 
leagues. 

They are a well-organised, 
well-coached side and on this 
occasion, behind a dominant pack 
they had an outstanding player at 
No 10, who controlled the game 
and put the pressure on Llantwit. 

Llantwit have a week off due 
to the Argentina game before a 
trip to Llandaff on November 17. 
Then there is another gap before 
the home derby against Barry on 
December 8, followed by another 
home tie on December 15, when 
Rhigos are the visitors for a third 
round Swalec Bowl clash. 

Llantwit Major: M Pearce, R 
Balmont, W Vakacegu, S Aquilla, 
N Hoosan, D Powell, G Burnett, 

C Watts, G David, N Woodward, 

D Daw, S Shea (c), L Collins, S 
Booker, D Farrell. Subs: S Sutton, 
G Watts, J Austin, A McNicol. 


_DG 

Busy week for Barry Chess Club 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE 

Where good quality costs you less. 

Come on...keep it local - we won’t be beaten! 

LOWER GUTHRIE 




STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS 

01446 737447 



www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

All major credit cards accepted Saturday 8.30am - 3.30pm 


THIS has been one of the busiest weeks 
for the Barry Chess Club. 

On Monday, there were games for both the 
Bosons and the Quarks. On Tuesday the Camelots 
played and on Thursday, there was the second 
round of the Barry Club Championships. 

So far this season, the fortunes of the Bosons and 
Quarks have been quite different. The Bosons have 
had a disappointing start, whereas the Quarks have 
exceeded all expectations. 

However, things changed this week with a win 
by the Bosons at Penarth, and the Quarks losing at 
home to North Cardiff, as both games ended 3 1/2 to 
I 1 / 2 . 

Nigel Ralphs lost his game. Lee Davis was 
unwell so at short notice Rhys Steele moved up 
from the Quarks to earn a good victory for the 
Bosons. 

The Camelots travelled to Bridgend with a weak- 
ened team and narrowly lost 3-2 to a strong 


Bridgend side. They have had a see-saw season by 
winning then losing, then winning then losing. 

Fortunately, they have won their games by a big¬ 
ger margin than their losses and still remain in a 
promotion place, but only just. 

This year the Barry Club Championship is a 
seven-round Swiss Tournament. The first round was 
a graded round with the highest graded players tak¬ 
ing on their supposedly weaker opponents. 

The games were all won by the top players, 
except the game between Steve Cunliffe and Kevin 
Gandy, which ended in a draw. The second round 
matched players with similar results from the first 
round. This produced two draws, with white mar¬ 
ginally being more successful than black. 

After two rounds only three players have two 
wins and the table is led by Nigel Ralphs, who has 
played against higher graded players. The plate is 
currently led by Kevin Gandy with two draws. 

For more details visit our website: barrychess- 
club.yolasite.com. PJ 




Well Equipped 
Parts Department 

ATA Ford Trained 
Technicians 


PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY CF62 9PZ ... .. ... 

Tel 01-1 -16 733218 Visit our website: www.pwmillar.co.uk 


OPENING TIMES: 

Monday-Friday 8.15am - 5.00pm 


MOTs £30 FREE RETEST 

No need to book — While you wait 
Free Delivery & Collection • Free Courtesy Car 


' Not Just Ford! 

1 New & Old customers welcome 
' Mobility Premier Dealer 
' Main dealer facilities at 
competitive prices 


LEASING CARS WELCOME 


TRADE WELCOME 


Mobil 

Del vac n 

oil used 


Motor 
Industry 
Code of 
Practice 


MOT • SERVICE • REPAIRS • DIAGNOSTICS 
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LM AFC TAKE ALL 
THREE POINTS 
AWAY FROM HOME 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR AFC trav¬ 
elled away to 
Newport on 
Saturday to play 
second-placed 
Llanwern AFC at 
the magnificent 
facilities of the 
Newport Stadium. 

Playing in their 
changed strip of red, the 
Major were, quite sim¬ 
ply, a completely differ¬ 
ent act to the team that 
played at home last 
weekend. 

The game kicked off 
in bright sunshine on a 
cold early November 
afternoon and it was the 
visitors who came out of 
the blocks first and won 
three comers in the first 
five minutes. 

On 10 minutes, fol¬ 
lowing some neat play 
between Gould and 
Lindsay, the ball was 
played through to Nash 


and the keeper made a 
good save. Shortly after, 
the Major took a 
deserved lead when 
Robinson found Lee 
Jones out on the right 
and his firm cross 
cleared the whole 
Llanwem defensive line, 
where young Adam 
Roscrow found himself 
unmarked and in a good 
position to head home 
firmly. 

Llanwem restarted 
and fullback Screen 
quickly found Amos in 
the clear but his shot 
went wide, fortunately 
for Whitelam, deputising 
once again this season in 
the Llantwit goal. 

The home side then 
had another couple of 
chances but it was the 
Major in charge, and in 
particular through the 
possession play of the 
back four and midfield. 

They increased the 
scoreline as Pratt beat a 
defender easily and cut 


inside. As he was lining 
up to shoot he was 
tripped in the area, and a 
penalty was awarded. 

Up stepped Sean Nash 
but his powerful shot 
was well saved by the 
keeper diving to his left. 
The ball bounced clear 
but Lindsay was first to 
it and shot well from a 
wide angle and scored a 
beauty. 

This was his 172nd 
goal for the club and he 
is now the leading scorer 
in this, the club’s 50th 
anniversary year. 

The second half 
kicked off and for 20 
minutes it was end to 
end football, but 
Llantwit were starting to 
give away the possession 
they had kept so well in 
the first half. 

Llanwem then had 
two good shots at goal 
but these went wide. 
Both teams then brought 
on their substitutes and 
the two Llantwit young¬ 


sters Dawes and Renfree 
showed off their skills 
and the Major switched 
back on, playing some 
really good possession 
football and keeping the 
home side in their own 
half. 

Andy Shaw had a shot 
from distance and then 
Jacob Constant, on at 
right back, found the 
youngster Dawes 
unmarked and 25 yards 
out. He controlled well 
and stmck a beauty to 
put the Major three up, 
and take three well- 
deserved points away 
from home. 

Llantwit Major AFC 
squad: Whitelam, Gould, 
Cox, Robinson, Shaw, 
Pratt, Jones, Morgan, 
Roscrow, Lindsay, Nash, 
Faux, Constant, Renfree, 
Dawes and Faux. 

The next fixture is on 
November 10 at home 
against Abertillery 
Bluebirds, kick-off 2pm. 
The club would like to 
thank all their sponsors: 
Watts and Morgan, MPI 
Aviation, No-nonsense 
Accountancy and also 
The GEM for their con¬ 
tinued support. PL 

Youth 

panel 

members 

sought 

CHALLENGE Wales, 
the south Wales-based 
sail training yacht, is 
looking for young vol¬ 
unteers aged 15-24 
years to be part of a 
new youth panel which 
will help direct the 
charity and encourage 
more young people to 
take advantage of sail 
training opportunities. 

The youth panel will 
be made up of young 
people from different 
backgrounds, will help 
raise awareness of the 
charity, help shape 
Challenge Wales ’ work 
with the youth of Wales 
and ensure young peo¬ 
ple ’s views are heard. 

Challenge Wales is 
looking for between 
eight and 10 people to 
be on the panel, which 
will meet three to four 
times a year in Cardiff, 
and you don’t need to 
have sailed on 
Challenge Wales to get 
involved. 

Additionally, being a 
member of the 
Challenge Wales youth 
panel will also help to 
develop the panel mem¬ 
bers ’ own personal 
skills in communication 
and teamwork. 

For further details 
email: Vicky @chal- 
lengewales.org, or call 
the Challenge Wales 
office on: 029 20 220 
266. 


Cowbridge darts round-up 


RESULTS for the fourth 
league match of the season, on 
Tuesday, October 30, had the 
bottom team, The Carne Arms, 
beat the league leaders 
Edmondes ‘A’ 7-2. 

The newcomers, Highwayman Inn 
and White Lion, played each other, 
with the White Lion winning 7-2. 

The Farmers Arms won on the road, 
defeating the Cross Inn 6-3 in a match 
where Joan Smith (Farmers Arms) 
established this season’s highest 
ladies’ three-dart finish of 73. The Old 
Post Ladies fought valiantly against 
the Edmonds ‘B’ but still lost 8-1. 

Present league standings, after three 
matches, are: Edmondes ‘A’ and 
Edmondes ‘B’ on 25 points; Llanharry 


on 20 points; Hare and Hound on 17 
points; Farmers Arms on 16 points; 
White Lion on 14 points; Came Arms 
on 13 points; Cross Inn on 12 points; 
Highwayman Inn on 11 points and Old 
Post Ladies on nine points. 

The next league matches will be 
played on Tuesday, November 13. 
Edmondes ‘A’ host Llanharry, Old Post 
Ladies host the Hare and Hounds, 
White Lion host the Edmondes 'B', 
Farmers Arms host the Carne Arms 
and the Cross Inn host the 
Highwayman Inn. 

All matches start at 8.30pm and 
spectators are always welcome. For 
further information, e-mail Paul: cow- 
bridgedarts@googlemail.com, up to 
date information can be found on the 
website: www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

RM 



MOTORPARTS 


South Wales Leading Allay Wheel Specialists 



Tel: 01443201616 • www.roadrunnerparts.net 
Main Road, Church Village, nr. Pontypridd CF381PY 



Surf club lands grant 


MEMBERS of a surfing 
club in Llantwit Major are 
celebrating after winning 
thousands of pounds to 
buy new equipment and 
make the water safer for 
budding youngsters. 

The Llantwit Major Surf Life 
Saving Club has been handed 
£5,000 by Lloyds Banking 
Group Community Fund to buy 
six junior surfboards and contin¬ 
ue providing sport and surf edu¬ 
cation to all age groups. 

The club beat off stiff compe¬ 
tition from community groups 
across the region to take home 
the prize, following a public vote 
organised by Lloyds. 

Chairman Huw Jenkins, who 
got involved with the club eight 
years ago, says the fund will help 
them push towards their target of 
reaching 200 members ahead of 
their 50th anniversary in 2013. 

“We got more than 1,000 
votes, so it’s a great vote of con¬ 
fidence from the local communi¬ 
ty,” said the 50-year-old. 


“We worked really hard to get 
the votes in and to secure the 
fund so to actually have it now is 
a really huge boost for us. There 
are a lot of kids at the club and 
we want that to keep on growing. 

“We basically have a lot of 
people who come along for the 
safety aspect, but some who 
come along to get involved on a 
competitive level. 

“I had no idea about surf safe¬ 
ty until I came to the area - but 
it’s really important and we’ve 
been based at the beach keeping 
people safe for a long time. 

“Getting those new boards 
will be really great because it 
means kids won’t be waiting 
around for their friends to come 
back before they can get out on 
the water.” 

More than 200,000 people 
across the UK took part in a pub¬ 
lic vote between May and 
September to select the charities 
they wanted to receive the cash, 
part of £660,000 Lloyds Banking 
Group is investing through the 
Community Fund. 


In total, 132 projects are set to 
receive £5,000 as part of the 
Lloyds Banking Group campaign 
and community and sustainable 
business director, Paul Turner, 
said: “Becoming the best bank 
for customers means being the 
best bank for our communities. 

“The group has 30 million 
customers and has a clear role to 
play in society, helping commu¬ 
nities thrive. The Community 
Fund highlights the group’s 
ongoing commitment to the com¬ 
munities we serve and doing 
more to help Britain prosper. 

“We are proud to be able to 
help the Llantwit Major Surf Life 
Saving Club continue the great 
work they are doing and we look 
forward to seeing the difference 
the award will make.” 

To find out more about the 
Group’s community investment, 
go to 

www. lloyds banking group, com/c 
ommunity. RB 



APECMaintenance 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

SPECIALISTS 

Full workshop facilities and experienced 
qualified fitters catering for all makes and 
models of commercial vehicles. 


• Fleet maintenance and servicing 

• 24 hour recoveiy 

• Full M.O.T. preparation and presentation 

• Maintenance agreements 

• Full vehicle and trailer inspections 

• All types of commercial vehicles including 
vans, trailers and PSV vehicles 



Call Andy Kirby at APEC Maintenance 


Tel: 01446 773430 Mob: 07972 081750 
info@apecwales.com 
Unit 2 , Crossways Business Park, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7LJ 
www.apecwales.com 
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Popular Bipper, more like a car than a van! 


V AN DIESEL is plastered across a 
local Ford Transit owned by Virgin 
Broadband; it always raises a 
smile and springs to mind as I take deliv¬ 
ery of the Peugeot Bipper Professional, 
the compact city van. 

This is the first van I have driven and on entering, 
you can’t help noticing that it feels rather hollow 
inside. In fact if you shout, there’s almost an echo 
due to its capacious rear. 

The next noticeable difference to a car is the fact 
that there is no rear view mirror and the distinct 
absence of a rear window; instead, there are two 
rear doors as you can see from the video at test- 
drives.biz. These are obviously for easy loading as 
is the helpful sliding side door. 

You have to rely on your mirrors, making me par¬ 
ticularly apprehensive when reversing or pulling out 
to overtake. 

I now realise that I should be more forgiving of 
those van drivers, who I have previously thought, 
pulled out without looking. On manoeuvring to 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Fcrd ***** 

• Ford Focus 

• R*d Focus 

Emus 

• ford S Mm 

• 6 W 
Transport* 

• Mcfoe4e&*Rcft<Kf1 
9 Mat rnttbuM* 




(01656) 

660160 


Ful (Midi *v***h*» Oft our w*£*il* 

www.wlckvanhlre.co.uk 


overtake, the driver cannot see anything by looking 
over their right shoulder, as they would in a car. 

In time, relying on the mirrors is easy as long as 
the driver is cautious. 

There’s a fairly raised driving position, so much 
so that I spy a mottled brown roe deer elegantly 
standing in a field as I wait for the lights to change. 
In fact, height wise it’s on a par with a Land Rover 
Freelander, giving a commanding view of the road 
ahead. 

In many respects this little van, the test model 
finished in bright red - making its driver feel like 
Postman Pat - is very much like a car to drive. 

The cabin is an adequate size and its dashboard 
has been well designed, with plenty of space for all 
that paperwork so often carried by delivery drivers. 

There’s electric windows, a CD player and a 
decisive five-speed gearbox coupled to a gutsy 1.4- 
litre diesel capable of travelling over 600 miles on a 
tank, if driven at a steady 56mph. 

More realistically, it is good for 500 miles at a 
decent pace. We’re not just talking about economy 
either, but strong load carrying abilities. It’ll shift up 
to 590kg of cargo measuring as much as 2.5 cubic 
metres. 

“The rear wheel arches are one metre apart and 
Bipper’s low loading height, optional sliding side 
doors and wide access make packing and stacking 
heavy goods easier,” writers Parkers, the vehicle 
experts. There’s a hardwearing wood finish inside 
the rear of the test van. 

The increasingly popular Bipper is keenly priced 
and efficient. 

New price range: £11,523 - £15,495; Economy: 



ABOVE: Peugeot Bipper. 


63mpg (average); Power: 68bhp; Top speed: 
95mph. 

SMOOTH 

WIPE! 

IT was pleasing that my 10-year-old 88,000 mile 
Ford Fiesta passed its MoT but there was an 
advisory note that the windscreen wipers needed 
replacing. 

More expense, I thought. 

I have owned the vehicle for two years and the 
Ford wipers must have been on there for a good 
few years before that time. They had got to a point 
where they were causing me embarrassment 
because as they attempted to rid the screen of 
water, they would screech up and down. Not ideal. 


The wiper on the rear window was worst. 

So what to replace them with? Traditional 
wipers or do you embrace technology? 

Until now fancy wipers were the preserve of new 
cars but now Bosch has made its excellent 
Aerotwin wipers available to a wide range of cars 
including older ones, thanks to incorporating 
clever multi-clip adaptors. 

Storms battered the area where I live the day 
after I fitted my Aerotwins and for the first time I 
actually enjoyed driving in the rain because I now 
have crystal clear vision no matter what the condi¬ 
tions. 

This is because the three-part wear-resistant 
blade edge ensures an efficient wiping action, so 
even the smallest micro-drops are removed. 

Even on partly dry windscreens, the wiper blade 
slides wax and dirt easily off the windscreen. 

They’re so good that my wife asked me to fit 
some to her P-reg Fiat Punto and she, too, is a 
happy motorist now. A friend has also bought a 
pair. What price pleasure? Around £30 a set. 



Barry under-8s stay unbeaten 


BARRY under-8s wel¬ 
comed Llandaff North and 
the first of two matches 
saw Barry build an early 
lead with individual efforts 
from Andrew Szuchnik 
and Flynn Baker. 

North rallied but never fully 
recovered and a Barry offload 
close to the Llandaff line from Jed 
Morrisey found Evan Prosser to 
cross for a try. With Flynn Baker 


collecting his second of the day 
Barry ran out winners by 7 tries to 
6 . 

In match two, it was Llandaff 
North who made the early run¬ 
ning to go ahead by3 tries to 1 but 
excellent tries from Cian Murphy 
and Jadyn Rowley pushed Barry 
into a 4-3 lead. 

Barry upped the defensive 
efforts, notably Morgan Dancey, 
Jack Bryant and Will Humphreys, 
who were constantly chasing 


down the opposition. 

With the muddy conditions 
deteriorating the Bombers dug 
deep to secure the 4-3 scoreline 
and another win. 

These results build on previous 
matches against Old Penarthians 
which saw Barry win 7-3 and 
draw 4-4, and two wins of 11-4 
and 7-5 against CRICC to remain 
unbeaten this season. 

CP 
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MoT’s 



4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 


Tyres 

from 


CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 
+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 
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09 09 SEAT Leon 2.0 16v TDi Sport 5-Dr. 
Diesel, F Seat SH, 6 Speed, Alloys, 

Air Con. 47k. 

07 57 VAUXHALL Astra 1300cc 4-Dr, 
Combi Van. White, Diesel, Air Con, 

6 Speed, CD Player, E/Windows, 90k. 

£8,790 

£3,390 + Vat 


\SM 


07 57 RANGE ROVER Vogue 3.6 YDV 8 4-Dr. Grey, 
Diesel, Auto, FSH Full Beige Leather, Heated Seats & 
Steering Wheel, Sat Nav & Much More, 79k. 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 WT 
Dynamique Cabriolet 2-Dr. Blue, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows, 48k. 


£21,990 


£3,490 



(160) 5-Dr. Red, Diesel, Full Black Leather, 



Sat Nav, Parking Sensors, Diesel, FSH, 98k. 


£12,290 




08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate, 
3-Dr. Blue, White Stripes, Alloys, Air Con, 
CD Player, E/Windows, 55k. 


£4,890 


09 09 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi 86 
Expression 5-Dr. Silver, Diesel, FSH, CD 
Player, Air Con, 64k. 


£5,690 



06 06 FORD Transit Tipper TDCi 115PS 
2.4 2-Dr. White, Diesel, Steel Tipping 
Body, Radio, PAS, C/Locking, 62k. 


£5,990 + Vat 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


04 54 HYUNDAI Santa Fe 2.0 TD 
5-Dr. Green, Diesel, Alloys, Air Con, 
CD Player, Sunroof, 62k. 


_ £4,490 _ 

SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS 
Auto 

Silver, 50,000 miles, 1 owner, diesel 4x4 

£10,995 


58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£10,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


08 CHEVROLET Tacuma CDXi 
Automatic 

Met blue, only 8,000 miles from new. 

£3,695 


09 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 

Red, 34,000 miles, high spec example 

£6,495 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


56 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 3-dr 

Yellow, 43,000 miles, 
£30 road tax, low insurance 

£3,795 



ii i, j 

Outlander 1.4 Diesel Auto 

Met blue, 6,000 miles 

£8,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 1.2i 
Music 5-dr (100) 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



99 PORSCHE 911 Convertible, in silver, 83,000 miles 
with H/Top, leather, upgraded alloys.£12,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 

black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£10,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5XS Auto, in silver, 50,000 miles, 1 
owner, diesel 4x4 at .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel (130) Exclusive 5-dr 
in met silver, 15,000 miles.£9,995 

59 PEUGEOT Bipper Tepee Outlander 1.4 Diesel 
Automatic in met blue, only 6,000 miles . . . .£8,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles, Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 

61 FORD Ka 1.2 Zetec in black, 3,000 miles, £30 road 
tax, Ford warranty.£7,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.21 Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 
value, new shape at .£6,995 

09 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR. In red, 34,000 miles, high spec, 
example, £30 road tax .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 
grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather trim, 16,000 miles from new .£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.8 Diesel Style 5-dr. In ice blue, 

31,000 miles with a/c, etc.£5,995 

07 MAZDA 5 2.0 Sport Diesel 7-seater in black, 71,000 

miles.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 
41,000 miles, low insurance.£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel SXi 5-dr. In met grey, 

58,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,695 

06 VW Golf+ 1.9 TDi SE. In black, 82,000 miles, eco¬ 
nomical diesel at.£5,695 

51 MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. In black, with cream 
leather trim, 44,000 mile convertible at.£5,695 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 
owner, only.£5,495 

09 FORD Ka Studio (New Shape). In met blue, 15,000 
miles, FSH .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

42,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In black, 51,000 
miles, 1 owner .£5,495 


08 


08 


55 VW Passat HighlineTDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 
58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-dr. In met 

grey, 1 owner .£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 
platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 

hatch, a/c, cd etc .£4,495 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic 5-dr. 

In met gold, 23,234 miles from new .£3,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression 5-dr (new model). In 

silver, 41,000 miles.£3,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0SE Auto. In silver, full spec 
including sat nav.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

56 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 3-dr in yellow, 43,000 

miles, £30 road tax, low insurance .£3,795 

08 CHEVROLET Tacuma CDXi Automatic. In met blue, 

only 8,000 miles from new .£3,695 

53 AUDI A4 1.9TDi SE (110). In black, 112,000 mile 

diesel, fantastic mpg.£3,295 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In met grey, 73,000 

miles.£2,995 

55 FORD Focus 1.6LX Auto 5-dr. In blue, fantastic value 
new shape Focus at only .£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 

low insurance .£3,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE Auto in black with leather, 

low mileage stylish coupe at.£3,295 

53 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 Sport 4WD Auto. In black, 

94,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 
18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Oasis 5-dr in black, 62,000 

miles with pan-roof, key less go.£2,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£2,795 

PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

04 RENAULT Scenic Privilege VVTi 136. In met red, 

64,000 miles, pan roof, etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 

miles.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 Elegance 5-dr. In met blue, FSH, 

cd etc.£2,495 

FIAT Panda 1.1 Active. In Cardiff City blue, low 
insurance .£1,995 



09 FORD Ka Studio 
(New Shape) 

Met blue, 15,000 miles, FSH, 

£5,495 



s 


52 


09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 
Convertible 

In silver, 1 local owner 

£5,495 



04 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,795 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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GEM sport 


BARD S RINGING CALL HAS RESONANCE FOR THE WALES TEAM 

"Don’t be afraid of greatness!’ 


“Be not afraid of greatness. Some are 
born great, some achieve greatness, 
others have greatness thrust upon 
them ” - (William Shakespeare, 
Twelfth Night). 

1 WAS reminded of this timeless 
axiom as legendary figures in Wales 
and world rugby gathered from far 
and wide last week, with others across a 
wide social spectrum, to pay posthu¬ 
mous homage to Mervyn Davies - 
‘Merve the Swerve’ - a No8 par excel¬ 
lence , for whom the word ‘great’ is no 
idle sporting hyperbole, but a mantle he 
wore casually draped over his decep¬ 
tively lanky frame. 

He was the quiet but inspirational leader 
with the trademark moustache and wide 
headband, whose sobriquet was as familiar 
in sporting circles across the globe as ‘ JPR’, 
‘JJ’, ‘Barry’, ‘Benny’ and ‘Gareth’, in the 
illustrious Welsh team of ’70s superstars 
who so brilliantly bore out the Bard of 
Avon’s famous dictum. 

The stirring message, in sport as in life, is 
surely as valid today as it was in the 1970s - 
let alone the 1700s (even though poor 
Malvolio was cruelly deluded in the end!) 

Indeed, the gifted young Wales players 
who form the class of 2012 could do worse 
than have Will Shakespeare’s dictum ‘Be not 
afraid of greatness’ writ large in the team 
dressing room - as they strive to bridge the 
gap between ‘excellence’ and ‘greatness’ 
achieved by Welsh rugby’s last ‘golden age’ 

- of which Merve was so much a part - and 
thus ensure a timeless legacy of their own. 

They have a fresh opportunity in the 
upcoming autumn series to take a momen¬ 
tous step towards that still distant goal by 
claiming some long-coveted scalps. 

The formidable four-test challenge facing 
them, in rapid succession over the next few 
weeks, will bring big guns of the southern 
hemisphere to the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff, beginning on Saturday with the 
arrival of the rugged Argentines. 

The battle-hardened Pumas would be no 
walkover at the best of times. But with the 
Welsh side’s pack strength undermined by 
the absence through injury of tight-head 
colossus Adam Jones (just how significant 


{BACK PAGE COMMENT I 

by Don John 

will that be in the continuing lack of a ready¬ 
made replacement?), backrow hitman Dan 
Lydiate, and the versatile Ryan Jones, 
together with the unavailability, or loss of 
form, of several first choice players, both up 
front and behind, acting coach Robert 
Howley had some serious head-scratching to 
do before announcing his team this week. 

With even tougher tests to come against 
reigning world champs New Zealand and 
Australia, as well as the ever-dangerous 
Samoans, the Welsh camp know how vital it 
is to get off to a winning start, though indi¬ 
vidual morale cannot have been helped by 
the failure, yet again, of the four cash- 
strapped regions to make a meaningful 
impact in Europe. 

With the Blues and Dragons, in particular, 
suffering humiliating defeats recently, if they 
are to prosper, one wonders whether joining 
forces as a revamped East-Wales region 
might be a better prospect for them in the 
long run? 

Unlikely, yes, but if they could only aban¬ 
don their narrow town tribalism, as fre¬ 
quently displayed in outdated chants of 
‘Cardiff! Cardiff!’ and ‘Newport! Newport!’ 
on the terraces, what a powerful super¬ 
region they would make, should it ever come 
to pass! 

Who knows, the new mega region’s suc¬ 
cess might even prompt an even wider 
rethink on regional reorganisation by the 
WRU, which is increasingly being asked to 
bankroll struggling ‘regions’ that, quite sim¬ 
ply, are not fit for the purpose intended, as 
the next professional tier down from the 
national squad. 

One thing is for sure: after 10 years, as 
this column has long argued, the WRU’s 
original geographic division of the regions 
has been shown to be fatally flawed, particu¬ 
larly with the brutal dismemberment and 
alienation of one of Welsh rugby’s true 
heartlands, the Valleys, where the injustice 
still rankles. 

Meanwhile, the Welsh camp again have 
the task of moulding together a squad of 
players, some low in confidence on the back 
of repeated hammerings at regional level, to 
face the might of southern hemisphere oppo¬ 


nents who have no such issues. 

The immediate question is, can the deplet¬ 
ed Welsh squad raise their game against the 
uncompromising Pumas, who will give no 
quarter and will be all-out to avenge the 28- 
13 defeat when the teams met in Cardiff last 
year - and record their fifth victory in 14 
meetings? 

The first hint would come in the 
announcement of the Welsh team, with even 
more interest in the line-up than usual, given 
that crucial world ranking points could well 
be at stake heading towards RWC 2015. 

Would the Welsh camp, as some pundits 
had suggested, take the very risky step of 
‘resting’ certain established stars deemed to 
be off colour, in favour of emerging rivals? 

On Tuesday, Howley gave his answer and 
came up with some surprises, keeping faith 
with tried and tested ‘regulars’ such as Rhys 
Priestland, Matthew Rees, match-starved 
Gethin Jenkins, and skipper Sam 
Warburton - while consigning the likes of 
Mike Phillips, Paul James, Justin Tipuric 
and James Hook to the replacements bench. 

At the same time, he has given the nod to 
scrum half Tavis Knoyle, centre Scott 
Williams, and back row man Josh Turnbull, 
and also handed upcoming young tight head 
prop, Aaron Jarvis, the onerous but crucial 
task of anchoring the Welsh scrum against 
one of the most feared packs in world rugby. 

Much could depend on how he bears up 
under the inevitable pressure and every 
Welsh supporter will wish him well. 

An intriguing line-up, then, which also has 
the insurance of a strong bench to call on. 

WALES TEAM 

Leigh Halfpenny (Cardiff Blues); Alex 
Cuthbert (Blues), Scott Williams (Scarlets), 
Jamie Roberts (Blues), George North 
(Scarlets); Rhys Priestland (Scarlets), Tavis 
Knoyle (Scarlets); Gethin Jenkins (Toulon), 
Matthew Rees (Scarlets), Aaron Jarvis 
(Ospreys), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Ian 
Evans (Ospreys), Josh Turnbull (Scarlets), 
Toby Faletau (Newport Gwent Dragons), Sam 
Warburton (Blues, capt). 

REPLACEMENTS: 

Richard Hibbard (Ospreys), Ryan Bevington 
(Ospreys), Paul James (Bath), Robin McCusker 
(Scarlets), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Mike Phillips 
(Bayonne), James Hook (Perpignan), Liam 
Williams (Scarlets). 



ABOVE, Mervyn Davies - 
Greatness rested lightly on his shoulders. 
BELOW, Aaron Jarvis - a great 
responsibility on his young shoulders. 

(Pictures courtesy ofHuw Evans Agency). 
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Individual Green Fees- 

From £17.50 

4 Ball Deals- 

From C60.00 for U players! 
Ask about our 9 Hole Special 
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THERE’S A WORLD OF SPORT 
INSIDE THIS WEEK’S GEM! 


a ■ miwi tit in tin 

WITH the football 
and rugby seasons 

VAN HIRE FROM 


now truly bedded in, 
there is much for our 

£38 PER DAY! 
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SIR COLIN 
MEADS 

local teams to play 
for - but also outside 
of those sports, there 
is plenty more going 
on in the area - from 
karate to surf lifesav¬ 
ing clubs and every¬ 

• Bppo'S 

• Tran*4B 

• WV Trmpofters m 

• SerraorB 

• Jumbo Van* 

• Luton RvmcW 

• Vans 

thing in between. 

The best place to 

Tipper trucks 
• Craw aab dropsttOA 
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keep up with all 
things sport-related 
is in YOUR weekly 
GEM - keeping you 
covered all the way 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 
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Full data*!* *va 4 aHe on our uotKito 
wwwwickvanhireco.uk 




































